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UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA.

DEPARTMENT OF POSTS AND TELEGHAPHS.

'REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER- GENERAL
for the Year 1916. |

Presented to both Houses of Parliament by command of His Excellency
the Governor-General.

INTRODUCTORY.

The revenue collected during the vear slows an incresse under all heads as compared
with 1915 with the exception of General Postal Revenne and Commission on Money Orders.
The decrease nnder the first-mentioned head is accounted for hy the non-receipt befnre the
end of the year of the surplus interest on Savings Bank investments whichi. in accordance
with the provisions of Section 68 (2) of the Post Office Act, is transferred by the Pnblie
Debt Commissioners to the Post Office and accounted for by this Department in its
revenue returns. The amount involved is considerable, nbont £63,000, and its non-inclusion
in the revenue raceipts for the vear has converted what would otherwise have been a satis-
factory increase in Posta'! Revenne into a shortfall, as compared with the previous vear, of
£13,386. Money Orders are being steadily snpplanted in pnblie favour by Postal Orders,
each vear showing a declive in the former class of busiuess. and the revenne acerning
from the commission on issue of Money Orders shows a rednction from £20,285 in 1915 to
£18,208 in 1916. Other branches of {he Department’s bnsiuess show satisfactory increases
for the year; Telegraph .revenne increased from 2386,701 to £388,770, and Telephone
revenne amounted to £357,980 as comipared with £316,498; these items, together with an
increase of £626 in Postal Order and £53 in Postal Drafi husiness, give a net increase on
all classes of business for 1915 of £30,185 and a total revenue for the year of £1,775,689.
Had therefore the Department duly received credit befove the 31st December for the
surplus Savings Tank interest above referred to, as has previously heen the case. the exeess
revenue derived from the Department’s operations in 1915, viz., £94,219, would have beer
largely exceeded in 1916.

The expenditure for the vear after deducting the cost of adminiseering Post and
Telegraph Offices in the South-West Protectorate amounted to £1,669.230. being an increase
~on the ficures for the vear 1915 of £26,192, aud u decrease of £16, 677 on those for 1914,
Some 924 officers of the Department are now on active service and their emolnments as
officers of the Postal Department have bheen adjusted in- consonance with the general
arrangement under which the civil salary drawn by a public servant is reduced in propor-
tion to the pay drawn by the individual from the Department of Defence ar a member nf
the Union Forces on Active Service.

On a cash basis Revenue exceeded Expenditure by £106,459 as compared with a credit
balance of £110,955 for the year 1913.

Depleted staff conditions made it impossible for the Departmeent to nndertake at any
time d»ring the year the considerable lahour involved in arriving, by means of statistics,
at the value of the free postal services performed for other Government Departments or to
estimate by the same means the total postings of all classes of mail matter during the
year, and it has been decided, therefcre, to adopt the variation in the value of postage
stamps sold during the two years as a basis of computation of the value of free postal
services performed in 1916 since the rise or fall in commercial activities, as reflected in the
work of the Post Office. may reasonably he regarded as indicating approximately to the
same extent the operations of Government Tepartments—th:. value of free telegraph and
teleplione services is ascertainable from the records of the actnal work performed. On this
basis the Department is shown to have rendered and to have been rendered free services as
follows:—-

Rendered hy the Post Office to other Government Departments £272.488.
Rendered by other Government Departments to the Post Office £283,838.

Revenue collected for other Departmeunis during the year amonnted to £692.279.
Revenue stamps of the value of £239,373 and cigarette labels of the value of £200,5662
were sold. Cnstoms duty collected on parcels received by post from places oversea amounted
to £1_72,796 and was transferred in due course to the Departisent of Customs and Excise.
Pension warrants of the approximate valve of £129,000 were cosbed on behalf of the

[1.G. 31—17.]
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Treasury and similar warrants of the ﬁpproxilnate value of £565,000 were cashed on behalf.
of the %epartment of Railways and Harbours. , L . e
Savings Bank trausactions afford a good indication of the. financial condition Of, he
veople generally and it is pleasing to record an increase of 16,661 1n the Onumber of
Savings Bank accounts, the figures fcr 1915 a:nd 1016 bea.ug 2;:_4,361, and ~71,222Tre4-
spectively. The number of deposits made during the year increéased hy 36,746. he.
amount standing to the credit of depositors in the books of the Department at the end of
the year was £6,724,358 as compared with £6,658,819 at the end of D_ecem“ber',l :1915, -an-
increase of £165,539. Owing doubtless to the higher rate of interest now being offered
by the Treasary and bv Banks and other institutions the Cerhﬁe.ate Account——which iz -
more in the nature of a Fixed Depnsit system-—shows a decline from £775,100 o
£673.200, a reduction in the twelve months of £101,900.

Posts.

Post Offices.—The number of offices transacting postal Lusiness on the 81st December,

1916, was 2,522, an increase of 44 during the year. ,
Posting receptacles.—The number of posting receptacles, other than those at Post
Offices, was 987, an increase of 26 during the year. Thirty-four were on trams and 9 on

mail steamers.

IvLaxp Marr SERVICES.

Main Posts.—The main posts in the Union, excludin% railway services, numbered 293.
Th ‘ollowing were the principal changes made during the year:— o
Alice to Peddie.—A direct connection between Kingwilliamstown and Peddie was ™
substituted for the Alice-Peddie post. ‘ )
Victoria West to Lozton.—A service 3 times a week from Pampoenpoort has been iu-
troduced, and the Vietoria West connection terminated. -
Maclear to Teolo—This route being no longer of postal use was discontinued,
Bethulie to Smithfield.—A post from Edenburg was introduced in lien of that from -
Bethulie. o ‘ S
Dealesville to Victor—Running on this section was abandoned, and Victor 1is T
served from Kimberley only. , ) S
Branch Posts.—The branch posts numbered 1,1056. Several new routes were opened
during the year, on which the revenue likely to be earned would not be altogether out-of -
proportion to the expenditure involved. SRR
New Lines of Rarlway.—The. undermentioned sections were opened for public traffic
and utilised for mail couveyance in place of road services:— o

Cape. Orange Free State.
Bityr to Umtata, ‘ Aliwal North tu Zastron.
Williston to Kotjeskolk. Transvaal.

Natal, Morgenzon to Volksrust.
Donnybrook to Underberg. Delarey to Pudimoe.

Upon the opening of the railway to Zastron the postal service between Wepener and
Aliwal North was discontinued and a service instituted from Wepener to Bushmanskop.

The Bloemhof to Schweizer Reneke and Sandspruit to Amersfoort routes were no louger
necessary when the Delarey-Pudimoe and Morgenzon-Velksrust lines were made nse of.-

Sumamary of Mail -Services.—The following is a summary of the mai! services other
than those on the Union Government Railways:— )

CONVEYED BY

, T Ox | Pack T Mot Pri -
Posts. Ceart | Tram | Horse | Foot | Cart | Ox. | Boat | Cyole (}?a.rc-’r Ca.mel‘? E‘l?.te %3?? Total
[} —— ' L
Main 12280 120 a4 1l o5 L, T .1 3| ] 1, 2] 23
Branch .. | 237 1-/198|617! 1| 2 | .. | 24, 4| 1 : 3| 17 1,105
, ! ] w | '
460 | 131202 618, 6, 2 | 7| 24, 42 1 | 4| 19 1,398

Cost of Mail Confv.eyance.w'l‘l.ra coutracts in force, exclusive of the ocean mail service
represented the following liabilities:— ’

8
(onveyance by road and rail ... ... ... ... .. <. ... 185,231
Landing and shipping of mails ... ... ... .. ... ... .. 1,549

Towal ..o oL ...£167,1§{;



http://www.cvisiontech.com/

Rerort oF Postmasren-Gryerar For Yrar 1916, 3

Deluys to Mails.—0n the 4th and 5th My abuormal rains fell in the southern aveas
of the Cape Province causing disestrous floods i wany divisions. The rivers west of and
including the Sundays River were ficoded, and the Gamtoos River rose to an unparal_leled
height, with the result that there was considerable loss of life and property. 'The hridges
over the Groote River at Steytlerville and the newly constructed hridge at Knysus were
eatirely swept awav. The raillway services hetween Port Elizaheth aud Graafl-Yeinet,
Klipplaat and Qudtshoorn, Port Elizaheth and Avoniuur, anq Gamtoos and Patentie were
suspended owing to washaways, whilst postcart services were interrupted hetwesn Aherdeen
Road and Ahergeen, Uniondale Riad and Uniondale, Steytlerville and Barroe, Knysna and
George, Knysna and Plettenherg Bay, Patentie and Camhris and Somerset Fast and
Pearston,—a number o. Branch Posts being affected conjoiutly with the main routes. The
best temporary arrangements were made for serving the isolated points, and normal
arrangements were reverted to at the earliest possible moment. 7 ‘

The Sidbury postcart despatched to San&ﬂats at 8 am. on the 28rd Decemher was
washed down the Bnshmans River which was in flood.” The dl-iver_esca&)ed with hiz life,
but the two horses were drowned. The mails were subsequently recovere :

The mails which left Port St. Johns for Umtata on the afters .cu f the 23rd December
were delayed for 23 hours. The motor car conveying them left t .~ » d at a point near the
Big Umgazi and turned turtle resulting iu the regrettahle deati ' ue of the passengers.
Another passenger and the driver were serionsly injured.

Destruction of Mails by Fire—A fire occurred amongst. the mails stowed at the back .
of the postcart which left Springhok for Garies on the evering of the 10th January and &
small numher of letters were rendered undeliverable and two parcels useless. o

A truck containing overseas mails for Rhodesia and heyond atiached to the Royal
Mail train which left Capetown on Wednesday the 18th September was found to he ‘on -
fire between Hermon and Porterville Road and a considerable numhber of bags was
destroyed. The origin of the conflagration conld not definitely he ascertained.

Use of Motor Cycles on Postin, ~ Box Clearances.—The motor cycle vehicles running in
Johanuesburg maintained a fairly eificient service; hut owing to the continued inahility of
the manufacturers to supply replacement parts it has heen decided to put them out of
commission in.the near future and replace them by electrically driven vans. One of the
lai:teil’nas been assisting in the work since May and has proved to he hoth economical and
reliable. o
Private Postbags.—The total numhber of private posthags in use on the 81st December

w

was 3,077, as against 3,011 at-the end of the previous year.

Ocean Marn Semvices.

Ocean Hails.—There was cousiderable irregulavity in the Ocean Mail Service during
the year 1916 the Union-Castle Company having been unahle to despatch a weekl; mail
steamer from England en 15 occasions and from South Africa on Il occasions. These
failures were attributable to Admiralty vequisitions, and the deficiencies were met aswell
a8 was possible hy the utilisation of private ships for the conveyance of the mails. In the
aggregate, the numher of mail epportunities afforded hetween Tingland and Sonth Africa
and wvice versa approximated that provided by the South African Ocean Mail Contract,
although, of necessity, the intervals were somewhat uwregular, :

The contract.time was exceeded hy most of the Union-Castle Company’s steamers,
this heing, due’in great measure to the substitution of slower vessels for some of the regui~s
mail steamers requisitioned by the Imperial Government and to the deviations from the
ordinary trade routes made under instructions from the Admiralty.

In view of the prevailing conditions the service given may he regarded as reasonubly
satisfactory, snd it is a suhject for congratnlation that the vessels conveying South African
;nafils to and from the United Kingdor: evaded the (fermen submarine menuce in every
mstance,

Loss of Mails.—So far as is known the only mail of Union origin lost during the year:
owing to the German submariuc campaign was one consisting of a small number of letters
for Las Palmas despatched from Cape Town on the Sth November, 1916, hy the Dutch
Steamer “ Kediri,” which was sunk off the Canary Islands.

Wreek of the N.S. Rangatira.—The stearship ““ Rangativa ”” which was wrecked on
Robhen Island on the 31st March, 1916, had a large numher of parcel mails from England
for New Zealand ou board, most of which were salved. OMicers of this Department
rendered every possihle assistance in ensuting the landing of the parcel receptacles  and
the drying of snck of the contents as had heen damaged by water. :

Mail for Teistan da Cunha.—A mail for Tristan da Canha was despatched from Lon-
don on the 22nd September. 1916, and & quuntity of mail matter for the Island which had
accumulated at Cape Town was disposed of by that opporiunity.

Fast dfrican Serrice.-—During the year the postal traffic with Fast Afric: was very
heavx, the nuriber of postal parcels despatched heing, in particular, very considerahle.

_ oouth West Protectorute.—A divect despatch of closed parcel mails from Tondon for
Windhuk was inaugurated on the 8rd November, 1916, but parcels from the South West
Protectorate for oversen are still disposed of through Union channels. The great buik of the
traffic cousists of parcels for prisoners of war.

(UG, 0%.217 1
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Oversea Parvel Traffic—As a resalt of the irregularity in the oceun freight services,
the oversea parcel traffic has increased in a moteworthy degree and the number of packets
containing urticles of merchandise has also increased considerably, The inerease 1s. most
noticeable in the case of vommercial parcels; husiness houses finding 1t advantageous to
import supplies of goeds of small bulk through the Post in preference to awating more
tardy delivery throngh the nsual freight channels.
Egtra-Union Parcel Traffic.—The total nwmnber of parcels despatched beyond the
Union and received in the Union during the last three years is as follow *; the fignres for

1616 indicating an increase of 65 per cent. cver those for the year 1914.

. 1614, ) 1915. 19186.
Despatched keyond the Union... 57,457 115,479 173,763
Received from beyord the Union 208,295 246,244 277,772
Total extra-Union parcel traffic  ...- .. 265,752 361,723 ' 451,535

Prisoner of War Parcels.—The total number of ‘* Prisoner of War ™ parcels despatched
from the Union to the United Kingdom during 1916 was 1,781 and the total number
received from the United Kingdom was 6,866, ‘

Oversea Mail Traffic—In con’rast with the parcel {rafie, which vhews a large increase
over that of the year 1914, therc has been n shrinkage in the volume of oversea corres-
pondence. The extent of the diminution is, however, less than might be deduced from the
fact thut fewer mail bags were conveyed, for this traffic has to a considerable extent been
concentratcd on Cape Town, and the bags are consequently better filled. .

I append a comparative statement showing tne mails conveyed between the United
Kingdem and South Africa and vice wersa dunring the last three vears. '

To South Africa. From South Africa.

1914 [ 1915 | 1916 | 1014 | 1915 | 1916.°

{
Mail Bags .. .. + .. .. 87413 75211 | 70,224 28,235 | 27,680 | 26,559
Parcel Receptacles F 17,224 | 22,682 | 29,050 1,997 2,149 ; 2,394

Inward Mails.—The mails conveyed from the United Kingdom to the Union of South.
Africe during 1916 were divided as follows:—

Destination, Mail Bags RecPearf:gIes
Union of South Afriea 56,293 - '28]!)067 '
- Belgian Congo, Nyasaland, Rhodesia and East Coast, etc. ‘.3;043 ‘983
Madeira, Ascension, St. Helena 458 —_
Mauritins 364 —
Ocean Post Offices - 52 S -
Australia (in transit) 14 —

70,224 25,050

Homeward Wails,—The mails conveved from South Africa to the United "Ki
- . oo, h 4 § v Unite
Madeira, Ascensicn, and St. Helena were divided as follows: — mited Kingdom,

Pareel
British Isles (excluding London and London Districts ... - Maglc')]z’:ﬂ:;;& fecoptacten
London and Lordon Districts ... . 12,816 |
Foreign Conntries v 2,907 ¢ 2,304
Madeira 1"’64 lr o
Ascension and St. Helena ,~15 |
26,559 2,304

Posrar, War T'axgs,

It may be of interest to observe that in sever:l of th b . i
eq s ol ; - o e e Britisk Domin : row
Colunies :1ad11;101_1a1 postal charges are being levied with the direct obiectnéfl;);]:iﬁqirllnd1':\-rla:;:‘11i
for the prosecntion of the War, In New Zealand a war tax of 1d. per articie g-fs a ’lic-
able to all letters and parcels, whilst in Canada 1 cent. per letier or post-card addn wp% tl
countries embraced i the penny postage scheme is charged, T aarenseq o

In various Crown (‘olonie
: - s the war tax rarges from 1d. {

X 1arges Ld. to 1d. < ' 1
to 3d. on parcels, & 2 Id. on letters and from id.
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Incieased postal charges on certain classes of wail matter and’in respect of particular
classes of telegraph and telephone husiness have been in forre i the United Kingdom
since October 1015, but the imereased reveuue is unot specifically devoted to war purpoges.

In the British Bast Africa Protectorate the mmitary weight of letters addressed " to
places within the penuy postage scheme has been rednced from 1 onnce to % an ounce.

Several of the belligesent ard eveu neutral countries have made slight 1mereases.in the
postal charges applicable to certain classes of husiness, thus, the Portugnese Province of
Mozambigue imposes a war -tax or 1 centavo on letters, letter-civds, post-vards, and &om-
mereial papers, and & centavos on parcels. : ' o

Missine Main DBxouirirs.

The following statement shows the nmmber of enguiries made regarding missing
articles during the year, and the resnlts of the investigations:— ‘

Ordin- Regis- Con- l News- | o
. ary sered tents of | papers. | Pareels, : Resnit of Tnvestigations. -
Yetters. | Letters. | Articles. | ' . :
2,762 .. 127 | 43 664 No traece.
1,689 1,896 46 25 1,825 Delivered: .
109 584 65 2 126 Returned.
43 . 2 6 58 Probably delivered or returned t sender,
113 37 -8 7 180 Not dealt with in this Administration..
18 03 1 83 On hand, unelsimed, undeliverable or anreturnable.
23 6 H 2 24 Complaint-withdrawn. : T
15 . 4 7 62 Doubtful if posted cr comtents enelosed. -
13 179 3 48 Duly forwarded to other Administrations.
. 22 .- .. 36 Lost in post.
31 53 2 4 24 Not posted or enclosed.
4,812 2,880 204 96 ‘ 3,132 ) Total | .. 11,124

Dead and Undelivered Correspondence—~During the year 1,938,158 articles of mail
matter failel in delivery; 487,076, say 25 per cent.. of the articles were returned. by the
office of destination to the senders direct in accordance with the instructions to that effeci
appearing ou the cover. The remainder of the undelivered mail matter was dealt with in
the Returned Letter Offices at Capetown, Johannesburg and Pietermaritzbnrg, where the
letiers were opened and the contents retnimed to the address of the writer where recorded.
Although the above figures show that a fair proportion of the public realizes ius advant-
ages, it is thonght that the practice of recerding the sender’s name and .a request -for
dvect return in the event of non-delivery slimll be more largely followed by the public
having regard to the resulting speedier. return of the undelivered article, and the saving
of labour to the Post Office. Of the 1,451,082 articles forwarded to the Returned  Leiter
offices 437,894 were mnot retmrmed to tl-  senders. Book packets and newspape.s
formed a considerable portion of the nunretiwrnable matter ; the larger portion of undelivered
letters originates with natives and bears illegible addresses and on examihation 1t 1s
generally found that the writer has omitted to record his address. Letters opened in the
Beturnad Letter Offices were found to contain coin, cheques, stamps, Money (ders, etc.,
of a total value of £38,486 14s. 101d. 'The v: ‘ue of artitges found 1n letters which bore no
indication of the sender’s whereabouts was £4,545 16s. Gid.

Sales of undelivered aud unclaimed property were held at Ce petown and Johannesburg
during the year; the amounts realized, viz., £98 1bs. 4d. at Capetown, and £189 4s. 10d.
at Johannesburg, were paid into Revenne. '

Moxnky ORbERS.

Money Orders issued and paid~383,010 Money Orvders were issned during 1916 as
compared with 394,983 for the previous year. The value of ihe former was £2,208,229, a
decrease of £131,938 (5-43 per cent.) on the figures for 1916. The average value of Ordery
issned was £G. A falling off took place to the extent of £17,198 in Money Ouders issued
in the Union for payment iocally, whilst Orders drawn on Oversea Conntries decreased by
£114 940. The number of Money Orders paid-was 337,638, or 7,030 more than in 1915H.
The value of Ovders paid was £2,000,131 an increase of £50,577 (2:60 per cent.) on the
payments of the previous year. This inerease is accounted for by the payment of Army
Money Orders referred to below. The average value oi Orders paid was £5 los. d.

Avmy Money Orders.—Iu connection - ith the demobilisation of troops from German
Bast Africa, ar arrangement has beru made hetween the Imperial Command Paymasfer anc
this Department by which soldiers are paid the awonnts due to them by means of Money
Orders. Tlese Orders ave issned by -the Inspecting Paymasters at Durban and Wynberg
and are paid by the Post Office when the soldier reaches his destination in the Uniom.
Whilst ille arrangement throws much additional work on the Department it affords the

[U.G. 41-17.]
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Imperial auttorities 2 simple v de of paying the soldiers, and, at the same time, safeguards

the men agairst losing their savings en route to their homes.- The arrangemeni which

came into operation in Decen.ber serves to emphasise the great. aflaptability of the Post

Office in “dealing with the receipt and payment of money threughout the Union and the

convenience to the .people by making free use of its machinesy. - ‘
shuring December 3,348 Army Money Orders representing £67,907 were paid.

The value of Money Orders drawn on Oversea Countries amounted to £5607,140, as
compared with £621,880 in 1915. . L

A statement showing the number and value of transactions with the various Countries
is given in Appendix No. 2. )

During 1916 Money Orders of the value of £2,5688 were received from Foreign Countries
through the mmedium of the United Kingdom for prisoners of war interned in the Union.
On the other hand, Meney Orders of an aggregate value of £467 were issued free- in the
Uuion for payment to prisoners of war in enemy Countries. I

Cable Honey Orders,—On the 1st July last a service was introduced for the exchange
by sable of Money Orders between the Union and the United Kingdom, The new serviee is
working satisfactorily, and, judging from the large number of Money Orders transmitted,
appeprs to be much appreciated by the public in the Union. During the six monthg
ended 3lst December 1916 A0 Money Orders of an aggrepate value of £2,986 were cabled
from the: Union, whilst 54 Money Orders, representing £850 were received from the
United Kingdom. . ' i

Commyussion.—The commission coilected from the public amwwited to £18,308, 4.e.,
£1,977 less than in 13915, :

Free Money Orders—During 1916 it is estimated that 71,000 Free Orders, represent-
ing £610,000 in value, and £4,000 in commission were issued to the public and te Govern-
ment Departraents for the transmission of Government monies within the Union. The
system was also extensively utilised for the payment of allotments, ete., to dependents of
men vi active service, T '

Through Mongy O:rlers—The number and value of Money Orders exchanged between
other Countries. through the intermediary of the Union of Sguth Africa during 1916 werve
as follows: and show a decrease of £570 on the total for 1915, : o

‘

E . No, Amount,
Jssued in Rhodesia payable in other Couatries Cae 1,633  £12,027
. Mozambique " . ” C e 1,312 . 5,900
» other Covmfries Rhodesia ... 187 870

: . . " “ Mozarmbhique e e 94 306
Fxchanged between various other Countries 62 186

3,288  £19.289

Void Money Orders—TIn 1916 £1.391 was surrendered to Revenue in réspect of Mouey
Orders isswed in the Union and unpaid withiv the prescribed period.  £1,676 was sur-
rendered in '915,

Postar, OrDERS,

.Pa.st_al Orders tssved and paid —3,681,262 Postal Orders were issued in 1916 asl com-
p.‘u'edr_wnh 3,467,201 for 1915, Thc's value of the former was £2,249,173 an increase of
£99,373 (4-62 per cent.} on the previous year. 3,102,906 Postal Orders of a total valve of
£1,824,122 were paid in 1916, an increase of 232,330 Orders, and £111,760 (6-562 per cent.)
over the payments of the previous year. The figures for 1916 in respect of payments are
the highest recorded since Union. ~Comparative Statemeuts showing the Postal Orders
1ssue1c} and paid monthly since 1914 are given in Appendix No. 3.

ourdage.—The Union Revenue in respect of poundage on Postal Ord s £23,41¢
as col_nl_)al'efl with £22,785 for 1915, 1 P " - s was £23,419

Void Postal Orders—The value of Postal Orders swrrendered to Revenue during 1916
was £2,013, °
- Swmmary.—The total Mouey Order and Posial Urder issues during the year amounted
0 £-i,-?47_.102 aud the Jpayments to £3,820,268 as against £4,579:?367 a?nd £3 (%619‘136
respectively for the previous year. . - t

Postar Draves.

The Department made 16,335 demand- on behalf of the ublic wder : I

' par ace 1, | : i the abnve system,

as com_parec} with 15,}54 Juriug 1915, an inerease of 1,701. %he number of 'Dra;tscs IZ;tI:d

;Utﬂ%egggjg'j_?: t.e., 1740 per celff-. of the number issuned, and the value thereof amounted
o £3,629. The revenue received from the Tostal Draft hust s rac PEOT

compured with £454 for 1058 it business dwring 1916 was £507, as
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SAVINGS BANK.

" The usual statements showing the position of thie Post Office Savings Bank - of the
Union for the financial year 1916-17 form Appendix No. 1 of the Report. For the.(':a_l_endar
year the returns are equally satisfactory. The deposits exceeded those of the previous year
by 39.371 in mumber but were £2,164 less in amount, the withdrrwals were 8,715 less in
number and £30,207 more in value, while the balance stancing to the )')(V:re"ditr 'qf'deposi’cors
in ordinary and certificate accounts was £165,539 more than at the end of December 1915.
The number of accounts remaining open was 271,222, an’ increase of 16,861 on the total at
the close of the previous vear, and the number of Savings Bauk Offices open was 668. -

“The total amount te the credit of depositors at the end of the year including interest
was £6,724,3568 of which £6,051,158 was in ordinary accounts and £673,200 in certificate
acecounts as compared with -£6,558,819 and £5,783,719 'and £775,100 respectively at the
end of 1915. , - o :

- The average amount to the credit of depositors during the financial year on the total
balance was £25 15s. Td. The average cost of each transaction to the Department was
102d. and the investments made on behalf of the Savings Bank gave an average return of
3-81 per cent.  An amount of £4,900 1l4s. 10d. was transferred to Revenue from accoun:s
which had not been operated on for fifieen years and an amount of £392 4s. 7d. similarly
“dealt with in previous years in rer .t of 35 accounts was on application re-credited to the
depositors concerned. ‘ ‘ ' o

" The following statement shows the position of the Bank under the more important
heads for the past five years:— ' B

1912, 1913. 1914. 1915, 1816,
Deposits—Number. . 493,612 302,449 « 444,698 459,302 498,673
) Amount* £4,000,318 | £4,008,7944 3,565,326 | £3,579,698 | £3,577,534
Withdrewels—Number - 218,015 223,766 227,174 219,421 | © 210,70€
Amount £3,755,430 | £3,883,022 | £3,828,448 | £3,279,888 ;| £3,310,095
Accounts remsaining open, No. 248,110 253,363 242,739 | 254,361 271,222
Certificates—Isszed = ., - £217,900 | - £200,000 | £154,400 | £147,800 ; £128,300
I Repaid | e £251,100 | £243,100 | £257,000 | £175,900°] £230,2¢0.
Balanes due b depositors :— . ‘ o ) T
In ordinary accounts* £5,635,351 | £5,757,029 | £5,483,008 | £5,783,719 ! £6,051,158
In cortificate accounts £948,900+ £005,800 | %£B03,2¢0 | £775100 | £673,200 .

* Including interest.
'TELEGRAPHS.

Offices.—The number of Telegraph Offices in the Union of South Africa (including
those worked by the Ruilway Department) on the 31st December 1916 was 1,695, an in-
crease during the year of 39.

Traffic—There has been a decrease in public paid, (Zovernment and Railway Service
traffic during the year. The decrease in publie paid traffic equals 3-88 per cent., Govern-
ment messages 28:99 per cent., and Railway Service messages 1487 per cent.  These
decrenses are probably o be aceounted for by the cessaiion of hostilities in Seuth West
Africa.  The presence of Imperial Officers in the Umion in conuection with the East
African campaign has incrensed the numher of Imperial messages dealt with during the
vear by 26-21 per cent., but the total is below the value of the “free” limit of traffic
carried by the Union on hehalf of the Imperial Governmeut,

The figures for the last five years are as follows:— (These figures do not include

Railway Service messages dealt with at Telegraph Offices worked exclusively by Railway
officials.)

1
i
Messages. - Compared with 18415,
Class. - i
i
1912, | 1913. ' 1914, 1915, ; 1916. Inerease. | Decreaze’
Paid .. 4,764,127 | 4,946,707 | 4,799,741 | 4,825,999 | 4,639,503 - 186,496
Governmont 288,981 | 920,09 | 521,404 | 641,380 | 455452 185,928
Railway San::?e 548,571 | 577,592 | 657,866 691.273 l 588,498 .. 102,776
Tmperial & Military 27,733 | 19,491 i 19,504 6916 | 9420 | 2504 ..
Totsis . | 5,620,412 E 5,863,899 i 5,098,515 | 6,165,568 ’ 5,602,873 | 2,504 | 475,199

.Pres§ ?’elegmm,s.—'l‘he munber of press telegrams dealt with in the Uuion of South
Afriea during the last five years i shown below.

1812, 1913. 1" 4. 1915. 1914.
Messages 298,463 306,530 585,049 423,904 354,236
Words 39,313,420 41,197,632 46,205,880 50,868,480 42,508,320

[0.G. 3117,
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In 1916 there was a decrease of 69,668 in the nnmber of messages and of 8,360_‘,16_0 _
words as compared with the previons year. Despite the effect of the press censorship it
may be mentioned that the present volume of press traffic is still markedly higher than it
is in normal times. . _ ) _

Recenwe.—~—The lelegiaph receipts for 1916 amounted to £388,770 being an 1ncrease
of £2,069 on the previons year. i e

The value of free telegraph services to other Departments and the Tperial Govern-
ment was £89,902 as compared with £103,998 in 1915. The decrease 15 dne to t}}e
cexsation of hostilities in Senth West Africa but it will be seen that the aggregate 1s
still practically twice as wuch as that in normal times.

During the last five vears tFe value of free services was as follows:—In 1912,
£45,093; m 1913, £48,829; in 1914, £87,834; in 1916, £103,998; and in 1916, £85,902.

Telegrams. sent by mail steamer and telegraphed forward.—The figures for the ‘past
five vears are as follows:—

1912 Outwards 83 Messages. Inwards 37 Messages.
1913 ’ 6 - . " 22 »
1914 » 31 » » 15 ”
1815 " i7 » " & ’
1916 ... . T, . =

The irregularity in the homewawrd mail service is responsible for the decrease. The
Imperial Post (ffice notified the withdrawal of the concession from England, bnt it was felt
that the position in the Union of South Africa with its huge distances was not gqnite on all
fours with that in the United Kingdom and it was thought desirable to retain the service
in the Union. .

Night Letter Telegrams.—It was considered that the Union night telegram rate of
30 words for Is..and 3d. for every subsequent 10 words was too liberal and following the
example of the TUnited KXingdom and Oversea Dominions #  was decided
to ra'se the tariff to 24 words for 1s. and 3d. for every snbrequent 6 words. The night
telegram continnes to retain its popnlarity and while it is nol possible in the circumstances
to instifnte a fair comparison with previous years it may be stated fthat the general effect
of the change has been to maintain the revenue from this sonrce while reducing the
number of words handled, a very desirable state of affairs in- these times of ‘shortage of
staff.

{nter-State (C'ommunications—Telegraph commun:cation with Rhodesia and Sonth
West Africa has been fairly well maintained during the past year.

It has still to be recorded that telegraph communication with Lonrenco Marques is not
satisfactory on the whole and it is unlikely that a service commensurate with the import-
ance of the traffic can be given until an additional wire is available to that port.

Traffic Avrangements.—The redisiribution of traffic in the Transkelan area has now
been completed with the results that this part of the country has been brought into more
rapid communication with the main centres of population and the exchange of local traffie
has been facilitated. : )

There has been a number of serious interruptions to telegraph communication as the
vesult of bad weather but the effects have heen minimised by the zeal of the traffic supervisors
in disposing of the telegraph bnsiness with the least possible delay in the cirenmstances
and by the promptitude of the Engineering Branch in restoring communication. This is
not the least important direcfion in which the bnrden of short staff throws an enormous
strain on those who remain to carry on the Department’s manifold activities.

The Department continues to foster the policy of establishing telegraph offices staffed
by local persons and where the traffic is transmitted over the telephone. These offices,
now nearly 600 in number, bring the advaniages of telegraphic facilities ta many rnral
communities which otlierwise wonld be withont them owing to the prohibitive expenditure
that would be involved if it were mecessary ta equip every. telegraph office with standard
telegraph apparatns und staff them with established Departmental officers.  The full
standard of working cannot be expecied from these nntrained persobs  bui on the whole
the service is satisfactory. When criticising the Department in respect of an error that
rvy have ocemrred in the transmiscion of a telegram it wonld be well to keep this factor

mind. By means of a special signalling table and -carefnlly devised instructions to
secure an effective check upon the acemracy of telephoned telegrams the percentage of
errors has been reduced to a negligible quantity.

The volnme of telegraphic business has been well » atained bearing in mind the far
reaching effect of the war on the normal flow of bus. ss. The Department kas released
a large number of skilled telegraphists for Active S..vice und in all cirenmstances |t
1s nol unreasorable to claim that the telegraph reqnirements of the conntry have been
efficiently met by the remaining staff under \erv trving conditions. )
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SUBMARING SERVICE.

Cuble Traffic.—The year 1918 shows an increuse over 1915 in the value of the traffic
Landed in at offices of the Union of South Africa for transmnission over the wires of the
Bastern and South Africun Telegraph Company. The number of messages has inecreased
by 2,820 and the value by £6,914. No donbt the increase is dne to the cable requirements
of the Military anthorities in East Africa. The figures since Union are as follows:—
1912, 110,621 messages, valne £107,794; 1913, 121481 messages, value £110,819; 1914,
102,682 messages, valne £109,6056; 1915, 93,923 messages, value £113,903; 1916. 96,743
messages, valne £120,817. 4 ,

In addition to the last mentioned amount a sum of £5,061 was paid to the Cable Com-
pany in respect of press telegrams to the Union as compared with £5,757 in 1915.

The terminal and transit charges accruing to the Union for cablegrams handed fo the
Kastern and South African “Telegraph Compauy for the year 1916 were £4,637 as com-
pared with £4,609 in 1915, which 1w very satisfactory in view of the fact that the Tost
Office makes no charge for the transmission of any Government telegrams over iis lines.

The number of messages handed over by the Bastern and South African Telegraph
Company to the Post Office for trunsmission over the Sonth African land lines was 93,400
producing £4,495 in terminal and transit rates as compared with 89,477 messages value
£4,296 in 1915. , '

The amount of the terminal and transit charges is included in the general Telegraph
Bevenue of the Department. :

Cable Rerenue.—The revenne derived by Nastern and Sonth African Telegraph Com-
panies from South Africa in tespect of cablegrams during 1816 is given as £201,450,
subject to final audit, and shows wn inerease of £11,635 on that of 1915. As this amount
falls below the standard revenue of £300,000 the portion (£8,825) of the annual subsidy
dne from the Union becomes payable.

Deferred Cablegrams.—-The numhber of deferred cublegrams, dealt with during 1916
is .. follows:—

Incoming m 1916 Messages, 37,921 Words, 644,657
Ouigoing ,, ,, » 46,012 .. 874,228
Totals ,, ,, " 83,933 s 1,518,885
Totals in 1915 ' 95,418 5 1,090,180
Decreage in 1918 . 11,485 . 71,295

CaBre INTERRUPITONS.

The deep sea cable vig St. Helena-Ascension worked without interruption throughout
the vear. The sections of Coast Cable interrnpted and the duration of the failure of com-
munication in 1916 were as follows:—Bengnella-Loanda 1 day: Loanda-San Thome 23
:llays; Durban-Lourengo Marques 1 day; Durban-Zanzibar 1 day; Aeccra-Sierra Leone 15

ays.

The week-end cablegram service was entirely suspended during the year 1916 with the
exception of messages to the members of the Torces on Active Service as detailed in my
last Annual Report. , :

Wireless Telegraphs.—The following figures shew the public paid radio traffie for the
last 5 years:— '

Jdn 19i2: Messages, 6,676; words, 67,914 value, £1,980. In 1913: Messages. 6,028;
words, 68,682 ; value, £2,000. Tn 1914: Messages, 4,298; words, 51,890 ; value, £1,514.
In 1915: Messages, 1,661; words, 22,640 ; value, £6568. In 191G: Messages, 2,436 ; words,
59,190 ; value, £1,143. 4

The return includes only the amcunt acerning to the Union in respect of Land and
Coast Station charges. *

Owing to the Censorship it cannot be expected that the traffic totals of normal times
will be reached at any period during the war.

Government Rudio Traffie fignres as follows:—In 1914 : Messages. 2,098; words,
125,613 ; value £3,661. In 1915: Messages, 1.823; words, 212,631; value, £6,202. In
1916: Messages, 1,822 words, 181.611;: value, £5,297. Previous to the war the Govern-
ment radio traffic was negligible.

The valne of wireless telegraphy in facilitating mariie communication and the control
of shipping in these days when navigation of the high seas is made dangerois by enemy
snbmarines and ihe indiseriminate sowing of wines by hostile mine Javers 1s too wel! known
to need illustration. The war has demanded unremitting vigilance on tire part of the Union
radio stations and the work has been weli doue,

Distress Signals.—-Distress signals were received at the Slangkop station from the
8.5. Rangatira ashore on Robben Tsland and from the 8.8. Dingsuey ashore on
Dassen Tsland. The requisile particnlars were promptly conveved to the Naval and Harbonr
anthorities who rendered the necessarv marifime wid. The Durban Radio Station was
similarly able to assist in the prompé renderng of aid fo the 8.8. Neleus whichk was
i'ep}l-;sented to be in a sinking condition and 1o the 8.8, Tanrus which had broken hey
rudder. :

MG 1 17
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TELEPHONES. o

The telephone system bas been extended as follows:— :
Increase aver

At Union. 1915, 1916. 1915,
Exchanges e - .. 112 417 422 5
Exzchange lines ... 9,290 21,625 22,844 1,219
Call offices 416 1,923 2,038 115
Telephones in use ... 13,650 32,144 35,463 3,319
Miles of wire in use —— 97,148 {04,707 7,559
Miles of wire spare... — 10,798 10,767 = —

Trunk line communication has beer extended to 47 additional centres. 4

It is estimated that 'during the vear 62,034,878 local and 2,685,000 trunk calls were
mwade, representing an increase of 4-4 per cent, and a decrease of 3-9 per cent. respectively
as compared with the figures for the previous year. N ' L

The expenditure on capital works amounted to £103,044 the distribution ef which,

. together with the net capital account for each Province, is shown below:—

Cape. Travsvaal Natal. O.1.8. Total.
' £ £ £ £ £
Expenditure during 1916 43,007 31,190 17,729 11,118 103,044 -
Net Capital Account at 31st Decem-
ber 1916 593,239 1,166,591 215,625 130,677 2,106,232

The revenne collected with the estimated value of 1welephone services rendered free to
Government Departments is as under:— ‘

' ' Increases -
Cape, Transvaal, Natal. O.F.R, Total. aver 1915, °
£ £ R £ ‘
Cash Collections e 107,541 200,312 31,793 18,452 #358,008 41,718
Tree Service 14,672 20,810 4,234 2,164 41,270 4,149
Total Credit 121,613 221,122 36,017 20,616 399,368 45,867

* Differenge of £118 be’ veen this figure and amount paid to Revenne is due to an adjustment with the South West
Africa Protectorate 1n respect of the balance due for the previvas year, -

The effect of the war on the Telephone Service has been scarcely appreciable at the
larger exchanges where spare circuits for the partial accommodation of new subscribers
generally existed. The actual development that has taken place throughout the system
during .the year represents an increase of 10°1 per cent. in the number of subscribers’
stations and of 13 per cenf. in earnings. This is equal to 58 per cent. and 78 per cent.
respectively of the pre-war rate of yearly increase.

There are, however, many applications for telephome facilities throughout the country
which the Department is still unable to meet and this position is not likely to be changed
for a considerable time to come. The existing conditions in regard to the difficulty in
securing supplies of switchboards, copper, steel and other essentials from overseas may,
indeed, involve an eutire snspension of development in some directions. The best possible
use is being made of material in the country, but careful couservation is necessary. It
1s also a serions consideration that the prices of all telephone waterial have risen to very
higl, figures (the cost of some important items has increased over 200 per cent.) and {he

time is, therefore, inoppovinne for any heavy capital expenditure.

On the 1st June, 1915, the charges for trunk conversations were ameuded as follows: —
For each three-minutes conversation:

Oli} Charges. New Charges.
For each 25 miles ... 3d. For each 15 miles up to 120 miles 3d.
" 25 ,, thereafter ... 6d.

The old rates were those adopted by the Transvaal Administration in J anuvary, 1910
and they were made of general application shortly after Union. They were the same ag
the rates formerly in operation in Great Britain for distances up to 100 miles, but from
14 to 333 per cent. lower thar the British rates for greater distances. ’

. The British rates in question involved a heavy annnal loss and they were recently
raised 33% per cent. It is not surprising, therefore. that in South Africa, with its relatively
much higher construction and labour costs. the old charges proved nnremunerative. T}'L;agr

resulted in a loss (even after allowing full credit for the value of Government calls) of .

approximately £28,000 a year.

The new charges kave resulted, so far, in a drop of 10 per cent. in t}
increass of 24 per cent. in the revenue. P d 1 the traffic and an
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The fixing of a high rate of churge for the longer distances is dne to considerations of
cost. Whilst copper wires weighing 150 Ibs. to the mile will give satisfactory speecl within
moderate limits, heavier wires and stronger poies are needed for the longer distances. The
operating cogts, too, are increased on account of the larger munber of intermediate
exchanges at which the calls have to be dealt with. . o

Apart from the revenue effect of the change, ‘he periods of waiting for connections
have been greatly curtailed and this is a point of considerable advantage to busy nsers.
Under the old rates the construction of expensive additional lines to meet heavy rushes of
traffic during a few hours of the day was always a serious difficulty. o _

Whilst the Depariment is fully alive to advantages of telephenic communication—its
plans provide for the nltimate linking up of ull important centres thronghont the Union,
both wrban and rnral—it has to be recoguized that for the longer distances the telegraph
will remain the ¢hief medium for all ordinary purposes. In the case of the telegraph a
single iron wire can, by the use of snitable apparatng, be made to carry several messages in
both directions at the same time, whereas the telephone requires two copper wires and
can carry only one conversation at a time. The economic effect is that whilst a reply-paid
telegram from Johannesbrg to Cape Town can be carried for 2s., the charge for a telephone
conversation belween these places (if a trunk line existed) wonld need, at the present tariff,
to be fixed at 14s. 6d. per 3 minntes. This is a high figure; but at the rate charged by
the American Telegraph and Telephone Company for conversations between New York and
San Francisco the charge wonld be even higher, viz., £1 per 3 minntes. )
~ On the other hand, the telephone is the ideal wmedinm for communication between
towna within a range of abonf 100 miles, and the smallness of the increase in telegraph

revenue since Union, as shown below, is no donbt largely due to a realization of this fact
by the public.

Telegraphs. Telephones,
Telegraph Telegraph |  Telegraph Call Telephone Telephoﬁe
Offices. | Wire. . Receipts. | Offices. Wire in TUse, Receipte.
! { —
No. | Miles. i£ ‘ No. Miles. £
1910 ... 1,231 47.421 328,250 | 526 38,832 167,271
1916 ... 1,695 ‘ 54,031 388,770 ’ 2,038 104,707 358,098
f
|
: i i
Tncrease } 464 | 6,610 £60,520 | 1,512 65,875 | £190,827
Amonnt i l
I |
Per cent. 37 °/, } 13 °/, i 18 °/, ; 287 °/, 169 °/, 1140/,

The Department is likely to be faced in the near future with a serious question in
regard to * junction line” service between the more. distant exchanges embraced within
the message rate systems on the Witwatersrand and in the Cape Peninsula. Under the
present tariff at these places business subscribers, by paying an additional £2 10s. per
amnnm, are entitled to speak to all other message rate exchanges within 25 miles for a
message fee of 1d. :

In the Cape Peninsula the treffic to and from Muizenberg during the smomer
has grown to such an extent as to invelve either the building of an entirely new ronte or
the laying down of an mnderground cable to provide an adequate number of additional
eirenits, whilst the rate of ordinary development on the Witwatersrand will soon necessitate
similar nndertakings. The expenditure involved will probably be in the neighbourhood of
£50,000 but the small additional revennue to he secured at the present tariff would be
aitogether out of propertion to the expenditure.

I do not know of any administration in the world which’ attempts to give “ junction ”
service over 25 miles of line for the low charge in force in South Africa—the nsual limit
is 10 miles. The matter is receiviug careful consideration and it may be that a medifica-
tion of the tariff, which like the old trnnk charges was in operation in the Transvaal at
Union, will prove to he the only sclution. _ '

Following upon the concinsion of an agreement with the Corporation of the Borongh
of Darban, message rate exchanges were established at South Coast Junction, Pinetown and
Malvern and a basis for thé exchauge of truffic between these and the Durban Eixchange
(which 1s owned and worked by the Corporation) was adovpted whereby communication
between Durban and its subnrbs has heen cheapened and improved.

[T.G. 81—717.]
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MAINTENANCH.

The general maintenance of telegraph and telephone lines, cables, apparatus, cto., hus -
been cuiried out under difficulties caused by delay 1n the arrival of material from oversea, .
but the system as. a whole is in a satisfactory condition, and no inferruptions of long
duration have occurred. . : L
. Serious damage was caused by floods in the Midland Distriot of the Cape Province.
especially in the Gamteos-Humansdorp area wheve the unprecedented flooding of the.
Gamtoos River Valley necessitated the devintion of several miles of telegraph line. ]
In the Transvaal a hailstorm of exceptional violence was experienced in the Piet
Retief district, where considerdble lengths of line were hroken by hailstones of phenomenal-
size. :

Mrrnkages or Line axp WIRE.

The total mileage of Line and Wire on the 3isf Dacember was as follows:—

Mileage of Line and Wire. Cape. Natal. | Trauasvaal) 0.F.8. Total.
1. Telegraph Line .. .. .. .. .- 10,108 | 2,620 2,508 | 810 | 16,036
2. . Wire. . .. .. - .. | 33,294 | 6,886 7,996 15,8556 | 54,031
3. Telephone Trunk Line . .. .. 912 21 1,979 | 225 | 3,137 -
i~ Telephone trunk wire carried on : . , :
4. Purely Telephone Routes . .. cee . 1,827 | 104 6,908 1072 9911
5. Telegraph telephone routes .. .. .. 3,556 |3,181 | 4,923 2,465 | 14,124
6. Telegraph-telephone Lines used for Trunk o ‘
purposes .. .- .. .. .. 3,156 {1,343 2,171 | 624 7,293
7. Superimposed Circnits, Trunk. . o 522 ¢ 180 : 1,591 .. 2,293
8. " . Telegraph .. o 562 {1,021 1,613 {1,027 4,223
9. Telcohone wire, working (including 4, 5 & 6) | 22,893 18,912 | 66,500 | 6,402 | 104,707
10. . .. spare .7 Ui n344 ) 480! 2205 | 738 | 10.767
R

GENERAT.,
DEPARTMENTAL TINAWCIAL STATEMENT.,

. The following statement for 1916 covers the whole of the (ransactions of the Post Office,
mcluding the value of services rendefed to and by other Government Departments for which
no actnal payments were made : - :

To :— £ : By :—
Expenditure : Cash Payments, Net L% 1,669,230 ¢+ Revenue : Cash Receipts .. .. .. ‘i'l,77£5 689
Value of services for which no cash debit ¢ Value of sorvices for which no cash credit !
is taken .. .. .. £283,838 is received ;— £233,838
Interest liability, 319, on Capital, i Bervices rendered to Union Departments,
£162,054 ; i £250,288 ;
From Loan Aets for Telephones .- 58,352 ! Postage .. .. o .. .- 115,187
From Loan Acts for Telegraphs ., 20.711 | Tolegrams ce .. 11 spess
From Revenue Funds, Telephones .. 13,503 . Telephones .. .. .. .. 391326
From Revenue Funds, Telegraphs .. 16,059 Miscellaneous .. .. .. .. 91597
For Stores Reserve .- .. -t 000 | Sorvices rendered to Protincial Depart.- '
Value of Government Buildings .. 37,4285 ments, £22,200 ;
Pension Funds: Jovermment's liability ' Post-  Tele- Tsle-
£44,740 : nge. rams.
Tob contributors to Funds. . .. .. 34,901 Cape .. 3,%78 g1,367 phé)%as. 5621 -
To non-contributors .. .. .. 7,839 Transvaal 5,114 1,356 1,070 o 71540
Sorvices rendered by other Departments, : Natal .. 1,649 1,428 1291 3'362
£73,478 ; . O.F8. .. 4201 1,169 307 .. 5.677
szmt.mg and Smtmm_'ry . .. 30,720 Amount apporiioned o Capital for direc. '
Mmoc]i wr:rk‘s & fugmt.u_rt: maéinttenanee tion and supervision of Telegraph and
and repairs, rents, rates and taxes .. 41,984 Telephone Const: i :
Lot oo e * - 30 | P truction Works .. 4,420
Minor Services .. .. .. .. 2¢d
Miscellaneous, £3,566 : !
Control and Audit Office services .. 1,566
Custody and digtribution of stumps .. 2,000 |
Balance C . .. .. . 99,529
—— ] .
£2,052,597 : ;
! £2,052,597

* From the gross Cash Payments (£1,688,387) the sum of . £14.157 has been ded i
expea;lditllF'e in the South West Africa Protectorate, cducted in respect of
T An amourt of £63,000 which acerued to Postal Revemn

net received. o for bul'ph,is Bavings Bank Iuterest was

I abot 2 . . -
NowE—The above Balance Sheet is prepared on the hasis of similar stateme

: : ) . . mis 1 1 I
This Department 1 noh debitord therein with the cost of buildings provided during :;lllmp r;ggﬂglsozriars%
revenue, but a debit is taken for interest charges on ail such expenditure.  Details in rogard 1-01 ﬂfp

cashipayments and roccipts ave given in Appendix No. 4.
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ReviEsteE COLLECTED TOR OTHER DEPARTMENTS DURING 1916.

Inland Bevenus.

(

Cugtorns and Bxeise.

Agricultural -

T T AT T T T | Department. | . Total. .
Licences. Revenue | Warmbaths Customs Cigarette ) g
Stamps. | Tickets Sold. " Duses. Lahels.
i i
i | .
£78,868 ‘l £239,373 l £694 £172,796 £200,562 £14- : £692,297 -

The total amonnt of money handled by the Depariment’s officers during the 1391'10(1

1st Jummary to 31st December 1916 was approximately £22,500,000.

SUMMARISED PARTICULARS O Posmr,, TRLEGRAPH aND TPLEI’HONE BUSINEss
1914, 1915 and 1916. . :

Description. 1914, 1915. 1916,
Posts : ,
Revenue . £1,015,836 ; £1,042,325 | £1 oza 039
Expenditure .- £1,063,231 | £985,818°| £1,010, 032-‘:
Offices open . No. 2,451 2,478 © 2,622
Posting receptacles (exdudmg thc»se “at Posb o
Offices) . . No. 959 962 987
Private Post Bags in uge . 3,088 3,011 3,077
Main posts ru_unmg . - 330 . 302 293
Branch posts running . » 1,108 1,076 - 1,106
Cost of mail conveyance within the Union .. £179,015 £172,240 £167,180.
Cost of Ocean Mail Service .. .. £145,673 °  £142,984 £155,088
Articles dealt with in Returned Letter Ofﬁce No. 1,623,347 1,484,024 1,451,082
Money Orders issued .. ' 436,541 . 394983 | - 383,010 ¢
Money Orders paid v 366,709 | . 330,608 | ,337,638' ,
Postal Orders issued b 3,458,662 3,467,201 3,681,262
Postal Orders paid " 2,795,233 2,870,576 3,102,006
Postal Drafts issued . 19,259 15,134 16,835
Savings Beak : v
Accounts open .. No. 242 739 254,361 271,222
Amount to eredit of depos1tors '
In ordinary accounts .. £5,483,908 | £5,783719 | £6,051,158
In certificaies £803,200 £775,100 £673,200
Amounts deposited durmg the year (mcludmcr .
interest) .. . .. . £3 555,326 | £3,579,698 . £3,577,634
Amount withdrawn £3.825,448 | £2 279,888 £3,310,095
Telegraphs and Telephones : ,
Telegraph offices open No. 1,602 1,656 1,695
Revenue Telegraphs £366,739 | £386,701 £388,770
Revenue Telephones £278,730 i £316,498 £357,980
Expenditure .. . | £622,676 ,  £657,220 | £073,355
Capital Account : Telegraphs | £1,224,843 | £1,249.6i8 . £1,261,588
. Telephones * . £1,863,727 . £2.008,187 | £2,106,232
Miles of Telegraph wire .. No. 50,352 54,256 54,031
Miles of Telephone wire : : ; o
Working .. .. No. | 85,494 07,148 | 104,707
Spare . | 12,454 10,798 - 10,767
Miles of telegraph telephone wire o 6,246 | 6,682 ' 7,263
Telegrams dealt with , | 5098515 6,165,568 5,692,873
Telephone Exchanges » 400 417 . 422
Public Call Offices v | 1,763 1,923 | . 2,038
Exchange Lines b | 19,870 21,625 | 22 844
Telephones in nse . | 26,400 32,144 35,463
Telephone Calls »s J 57,400,000 | 62,076,867 | 64,629,878 .
General : : : ‘
Total amount of money dealt with f £21,000,000 | £22,000,000 £22,500,000
Revenue collected for other Deparbiments . £597 827 £589,269 | £692,279
Persous fully or partiully employed (excluding ‘ :
wmail . cart drivers, mative runners and :
others) e No. 9,002 | 9,087 9,146

N v—— - - T = r———

LUGr 81— ‘J.i_;
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Reading matter for South African Troops.—The Department hae's. a,gr?ed ;r't‘J. “‘_‘3‘:'9}?%
from the public at all post offices 1 the Union hooks and magasines withcut wrapper and .
without address and to deliver them ifree of charge to the nearest Railway b’c_gzthll
' whence they are conveyed to the South African Railways St. John’s Ambulance Erlga(j_le& :
{Durban) for distribution to the best advantage among soldiers and 1sa1101's' on wars 11;)? aléll -
{ransports, in camps, base and field hospitais” and in the field in Bast Africa, Nyasalan i
. France and up the Persian Gulf. _ ' . B
e Past and Telegraph Guide-—With the objeci of conserving as far as po’&_‘.‘s;ble the-
limited supply of printing paper in the country only one issue of the Post and Telegraph - -
Guide was published during the year, viz., on the Ist of October. No special incouveni-
ence appears to have been caused to the public by the omission of the issue due to bg
yublished on the Ist of April. . ) _ ot
: Officers of the Department on dctive Service.—A card conveying the Christinas -
+ greetings and good wishes of the Postmaster-Greneral and the officers of the Headquarters
- establishment was sent to every officer of the Department on Active Service. . ,
"~ Prosecutions,—The Department successfully instituted prosecutions during the year
against 51 individuals, principally natives, for various offences, including 24 cases of theft; '
4 of forgery; 5 cases of impersonating Savings Bank depositors; and 4 cases of using defaced
postage stamps; the remainder comprised such offences as tampering with correspondence
for other persons; damaging telegraph lines; interfering with mails; and iutozication while
in charge of mails. .
Savings Bank, Penny Danks in connestion with.--It has previonsly been thle‘ practice
to make a charge, based vn the actual cost of printing, for the vash books and ledgers
issued to persons establishing Penny Banks with the intention of eventually transferring
the accounts opened in conuection therewith to the Post Office Savings Bank. With the
object of encouraging the establishmer® of such bauks, which tend to reduce the number, of
Savings Bank accounts opened with trifling initial deposits, it has been decided that in
future the necessary cash books and ledgers shall be supplied to the promoters of Penny
Banks free of charge. _ ‘ _
- Sadangs Banlk dccounts, Transfer to South-West Africa Protectorate—Ravings Bauk -
business having been estublished in the South-West Africa Protectorate, arrangeinents have
been made for the trunsfer of Savings Bank accounts to the Protectorate from the Union
wd vice verse; the amount transferable in connection with any one accouat is limited to
£300. w .- :
 Suggestions” Scheme—In my last Report I referred fo the iuguguration of: a
" Suggestions Scheme” under which officers of the Department are invited to put forward
proposals of any kind directed towards securing increased efficiency .or economy, monetary
awards being paid for useful suggestions. The results compleiviy justify the introduction -
of the scheme. Numerous suggestions of all kinds have been vecelved, and the First Aunual
Report of the Committee which has charge of the scheme shows that 159 suggestions were
dealt with during the first year, of which 13 were recoguized by the granting of monetary
awards. Several most usetul proposals were made which will result in eonsiderable economy
as time goes on. I am glad to say that the scheme is very widely appreciated by the
staff and I believe that it will be of Icreasing beuefit both te the staff and the Depart-
went in the future.

Butldings.—The wrgent necessity for obtaining improved uccommedation for the
Depsrtment at various poiunts througliout the Union has been mel in part by the coustruc-
ticu rf mew State-owned buildings at South Coast Junction and the leasing of hired
premises (most of them specially huilt for this Department) at Amersfoort, Belmout, Bols-
vurg North, Dannhauser. Devou. Duivels Kloof, thillevest, Loaglands, Malvern, Mdssdale,
Uogies, Oshoek, Paulpietershurg, Paul Roux, Sir Lowry Pass, Sterkwater and Steytlerville.
At Kokstad the Post Office was transferred into another part of the Goverument buildings
and the Post Office building at Klipdam was removed to a more convenient site.  The
enlargement of the Pinetown office was cowpleted, and additional yard space was acquired
for Stores purposes at Pictermaritzbure. .

Thexe xmprovements have afforded a great desl of relief ; but there are still many cases
to receive attention which have had to Dle postponed until economic conditions will
permis of the necessary outlay. '
- New buildiugs are umli_er_ eonsiruction at Kmjanyana, Gumtres, Griquatown, Laings-
burg, Moutugsn, Orchard Siding aud | mbogintwiut, and au exiension of the premises is
being earried out at Moorreesbiug. B
_ Variops proposals are ul_l(ler cnnsidgratiu}l for the pro¥ision of new uffices or the exten-
ston of existing accommodation at the following places: Bergville, ‘Eendeluil Tiprste River
Station, New (lare, Sea Point, Sowerset Tlast, Umkmn:‘uas,aTere;niginfr :1].1(,1 Vier%(:)nt‘ein‘

Capetown.—The remarkable growth of parcel and other wail work and also of. the
telephone system in‘_Capetown has made thg provision of additional ® wccommodation =
pressing necessity. Niuce 1910 the nvimher of parcels dealt with in the Central Post Office
building has nearly trebled, while the number of vegistered  packets ialldl d has
doubled and. the wuumber of mails iuereased by ?3!8{}3 }]I; é ' Tllle e,- ti a;
:wcqm_mudﬁﬁnn for ihe treateni of parcels and Private Box ngl- matter h:;\]sb:;f{
entirély owtgrown, und the cramped and dingy conditions uudes which the staff are now
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compelled to work have been the snbject of severe criticism for some time past. Abthe =
present time there are only 10 ovt of 1,736 private boxes unlet, and there is no possibility of
providing space for additional bexes. ) ) o

The position in regard to the Telephone Lixchange is equally nnsatisfactory, but in
this conuection it is possible to fix meve definite!. the date when the existing accommodation
will no longer be able to meet the requirements of the public. Sinee 1910 the nnmber of
subseribers hes considerably more than dombled, and from every indication of future
development the capacity of the switchboard will e exhansted in 1920, while there is no -
passibility of providing in the present building for the new board which it will be necessary
to have constrneted and in readiness for use by that time. '

Tt is, therefore, imperative that steps shonld be taken at once for additional acommoda-
tion to be erected to meei the needs of the immediate fnfnre, as well as to provide for
expansion for a period of at [east 25 years. The only way of dealing with the matter with’
the minimum of incuwvenience to the loeal communit and the maximnm of economy as
regards permanent working costs, is to proceed along the lines contemplated when the site
of the present Central DPost Office was selected, viz., by the erection of an additional
building on the Grand Parade immediately behind the original structure. Under this
scheme provision wonld be made on the gronnd floor for the enormons amount of parcel '
traffic and the temporary accommodation of certain of the Engineering staft connected with
the Yxchauge. The internal arrangements on this foor wonld, however, be so designed
as to admit of the whole area being utilized for parcel work in years to come. At the
same time it wonld be possible to so airdnge the fixtures and the varions sections of parcel
work as to secure the most expeditions disposal of the traffic.

An undergronnd subway would also, 1t is hoped, be practicable, to connect the two
buildings for the purpose ¢i transferring from one to the other a certain proportion of the
parcel traffic which has to be dealt with in different branches.

The removal of the parcel branch to the new building would at once admit of the mnch-
needed relief being given in the case of the Private Box work, as well as a possible exten-
sion of the counters.

Unfortunately the site which is essential for the extension of the Post Office is regarded
by the Capetown Corporation and certain bodies interested in the local fruit trade as the
most suitable for a Retail Fruit Market. TIn order, if possible, to meet both regmirements
it bas been suggested that one half of the site in question showld be ntilized for postal
extension und the remainder for .the market. This proposition has been carefully econ-
sidered, but, it is found that so far as the Post Office is concerned the accommodution which
would be provided wounld not be more thgn that at present available and would be insuf-
fisient for immediate needs Ly the time the building conld be completed. Snch a scheme
wonld obviously not be worth ihe considerable expenditure which would be enfailed in the
constrnetion of the premises. '

Another proposal which has been mentioned is that the 3arket should ocenpy the
ground floor and the Parcel office and Telephone Exchange the upper floors.  Such an arrange-
ment would, however, be out of the question, not ouly in view of the risk to the most cosily
telephone plant and valuable contents of public parcels which would ke incnrred from pos-
sible fire on the market premises, but also in view of the fact that owing to the bulk and
weight of parcel traffic it is absolutely essentiul that a parcel depét shall be cu the ground
level, Turther, it will be necessary for a basement, as extensive as possible, to be available
for the sterage of empty parcel buskets and cases, and sabsequently for the accommodation of
certain of the Engineering workmen who, in the first instance, wonld be located on that
portion of the gronnd floor not immediately regnired for parcel business.

The Lands Department is in negotiation with the Corporation with u view to a satis-
factm')]; solution of the question being arrived at at an early date; and I have little doubt
that the advantage to the public of maintaining local j:ostal facilities at the highest point
of efficiency and in the mast central position will commend itself to the various hodies
interested, and that during 1he ensuing year it will be possible to proceed with the erection
of a second Post Office bunilding. '

Fast London New Post Office.—¥or many vears past the conditions in the East London
Pyst Office have become increasingly cramped. and at the present time the accommiodation
is entirely inadequate fer Departmental and public requirements. Had it not been for the
peed of the stringent cwrtailment of capital expenditure the nevessity for a mew structur
would have been pressed before this, The existing building was erected as tar back as
1884, and since then alterations and extemnsions of the accommodation have been made in
every possible direction. The premises, besides being inadequate for the traffic which has
to be dealt with, are entirely unsuitable for the expeditious and proper performance of the
werk. To prepare plans and erect a building of the dimensions required will take at least
two years. and the position is such that the matter shonld no longer be postponed, but that
the provision ot a huilding specially designed for the efficient anc economical conduet of
the ever-increasing business of the Department should be regarded as an urgent necessity.

Strong representations have been made locally as to the inadequacy and inconvenience
of the accommodation as it affects the public, and there is no question that the complaints
ave justified; but, as indicated above, the limit of expansion has bheen reached, and any
{emporary relief conld only be obtaincd by the expenditure of an umonnt digproportionate

[U.G. 81-17.]
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to the advantage which could be gained, especially in view of the fact that sucl. relief
would be secured by encroachmeut upon areas at present equally cramped in other direc
tions. The position has heen felt so acutely by the local community that 1:]1e.hf[.11n1c}13a_1‘«1_f
has granted to the Government for @ wmominal sum a valuable and entirely sgutable $it ;
on the understanding that the existing disabilities will be removed at the earliest possible
date by the erection of adequate premises. Plans arve at present 1In 'course 0
preparation, and it is trusted that the necessary funds will be provided durmg-ﬂig next

Bloemjontein Telephone Erchange.—A suitable site fer the proposed -mew Telepho
Exchange at Bloemfontein was secured in Charles Street opposite the Museum and Publig
Library. Plans were drawn up and a teuder accepted for the erection of s handsome,
three-storey building at a cost of approximately £12,250. The premises are expected to be -
completed and ready for occupation towards the middle of 1918. L

“Fires—~There were fires at Goodwood, Matjesspruit, Mool River, Mossdale, T
worth and Vaalkrans, nene of which serionsly affected the Departmeut’s operations. .

Burglaries.—Burglaries and attempts thereat occurred at Blynco, Dalton, D
hauser, Felixton (twice), Grassmere, Green Point, Hobhouse, Keurbooms River, Knysn
Malonjeni Rail, Middelburg Transvaal, Naucefield, Paddock, Postmusburg, Retreat (twis
Rouxville, Southernwood, Tugela Rail, Val, Walmer and Witteklip.. In no case was th
loss maderial. 7 : e

Inspection of Offices.—Notwithstauding the staff couditions at present obtaining
has been considered desirable to maintain a full complement of Inspecting (fficers and ihe
duty of imspecting the accounts of Postmasters at all Money Order and Savings Bank
Offices of the Union has been performed withou! intermission throughont the year.

1,

STAFT. , »

The number of employees of all grades on the 31st -December, 1916, was as follows

Admimstrative and Clerical Division Officers ... o 3204
fGeneral Division Officers o 3,351

Liearners in training 115
Local pevsons and Railway ofhicials performing Post Office Work... 2476

The wastage of staff of all grudes—excluding learners, local })ersuns and railway offic
8, deaths and fransfers

-—during the year through -esignations, retirements, dismissa
other Departments was at the rate of 12 per cent. :
Twenty officers were retired on account of failing health and 10 by veason of théir

o

havi%%l reached the superannuation age. ,
e recruiting of learners to replace losses was continued throughout the year, and’
is satisfactory to repori that a large proportion of lads admitted to the training schoo
had passed the Junior Certificate Lxamination of the Cape University. During the year
124 male and 5 female learners were promoted to established positions in vacancies whics:
had occurred. . e
The Department hag kept in view the expressed wish of the (fovernment that as far
as possible vacancies should be filled by men whe had served in the field and had been dig -
charged as mediczlly unfit for further active service aud it has been found practicable
to absorb a few such men in positions as Doorkeepers, Night Telephonists ete. It is.not
anticipated, however.that auy large uumber of these men cau be provided for because for
the performance of practical post office work a long period of training is necessary. For
positions such as Postmen discharged soldiers would be suitable provided they are physically' .
capable of performing the work amd us fur as possible  appointments as Postmen will bé
given to such men. - ' N
[T The E]ema-nds ol thg Department for trained men for the Llield Telegraph aud Sigualling’®
land Army Post Office sections attached to the forees operating in HEast Africa and Oversea -
nave heen very heavy during the vear. In February twelve men were provided to deal
with the Gifts and. Comforts parcels for the tzoops in Kast Africa. Durine April twent -
oue men were supplied to wudertake the post:l ducies for the Union troops gper:lt-in in‘ tge :
field aud forty trained telegraphisis were yprovided for telegraph and signalline wog;'k Tn
June a request was made by the Defence Department for tweniy-four %eleo'ra%hisi:s to be
employed with the Nvisaland Continzent and this was followed in J uly by a request for
a further thivty telegraphists and tweuty linemen to be attuched to the Mounted 1%1&0'8({8"—'
Additional meun have been suppled from time io time throughout the vear to provide t];(;
mouthly reinforcements for the Oversea and Tast African Contingents. ~ This qeiz'ious drain =
on .the stall vendered it necessary to continue the curtailment of 'post.a,l faeili‘ﬁes referi-ed ‘
to In previeus reports and involved the performance of 2 large amount of extra duty by the -
staff remaining at their civil posts. In June last a recuest was l‘e(:eivea fgm‘ly Hig
Excellency the Governor of British Tast Africa for the loan of three T;I(; raph Engine ‘S. -
from the Unjon Government for the purpose of muintaining mnnnllm%%f;t?ons f%]‘-ﬂ efllsi‘
mili-ta-l'y-forces opel‘zlﬁ‘ug m that comniry, Owing 1o the abse?](:@ of ma_{wt ‘Of the 18111;'
Eﬁ%;ni\?gnguégﬁ%%bgef the Deparbment on Active Service it was piraciicable to provide o
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The total uumbel of officers on. actlve gervice as alt the S1st Decemher, 1916, Wak' oY
follows: — S

Overseas e 366 n
East. Africa ... v e B43
On niilitary service Union eee .13 _
- Total ... .. 924 .

Roll of Homour—1It is with much regret thai 1 have to record the death 0"' the follow o
ing officers while on Active Service:—

I’l'l?ate A. J. Aldred o 4th Sonth African Horse.

s . C. R. Buckley 2nd Sonth African Infantry.:

-y E.W. Bullard e v e 12th South African Infanti Y"

»  C. Campbell . . 10th South African Infantry

» K, Christie . 4th South African Infantry.”

» R Clark T 4th South African Infantry.

» i J. Coombes ... Divisional. Slgnal Company

» 4. P. Dalton e L L e 15t South African Infantry
Sergt. F. N. de Jongh e Cape Corps.

Private H. 3. Flynn 1st South African Infautry

. -C. G. Froude 11th Sontl. African: Infﬂntly '

.. d. (Gleeson Nyasaland Contingent, - -

» ° V.IE. Hutchings .. Divisional glgn‘ml Compau)
2nd Lieut. N. T. Jobmson (attadled o an Impenal Remmeut )

Private K. J. Kirby . 2nd South African Infantry

» J.Klein v e 4th South African Infantry.

»s ks M. Mandy 2nd Infantry Battalion.

»  W..T. Morgan 1st South African Infantry. -
Goener H. H. Mm;)h} e - South African Heavy Altillery
vaate A. V. Norton Divisional Signal Company. ~ '_ R

»-  H. Osborn . ..« - Divisional Sighal Company.. =~ . . - °

. GH. Palphlamaud 1st South African Infantry. -
Corporal F. W. G. Rand ... Divisional Signal Company.
Private L- L. Rowlands ... . Divisional Signal Company.

» . C. Tattersall 3rd South African Infautry.
2nd C]ass Air Mechanician G. J.‘hompsou Royal Flying Corps.

Private L. J. Tuckett 2nd Sounth African Iufantry.

s d.B. Wood T 2nd Sonth African Infantry o

The following officers have been reported missing from their Units and their fate has
not yet been established : —

Private A, W. J. Brookstein 1st South African Infantry.

. » P J. Pitzsimons ... 4th Sonth African Infantry.
Lieut. (. Forster ... 2nd South African Rifles.
Privaie W. A. Harper ... Divisional Signal Cempany.

» A, D. A Mellenzie 1st Sonth African Infantry.
,» A. McLachlan S 4th South African Infantry.
»  C. 8. Symons 1st Infantry Battalion.

- The following officers weire aranted the distinctions mentioned for meritorions service

m the field:—

Major N. Harrison ... Distinguished Sewu,e Order.

Lieut. R. Poole ... ... Military Cross.

Lient. F. M. Ross ... " "

2nd Lient. F. Collins . » .

Private A. E. Langman Distinguished Conduct Medal.
Private G. A. Leech Military Medal.

Sergt. G. H. May ... ' ”

Private H. W. Munro " ”

Private C. J. ("Connor ,, »

Private E. K. Hollington . '

Technological Examinations.—The Technological 1 xaminations of the City and Guzlds
of Lendon Imstitute 1n Teleraphy and leIephonv wore held at eight different centres
throughout the Union. Thirty-two candidates presented themselves “for examination of
whom 21 were suceessful and 10 of these were awarded certificates of the first class.

Five candidates entered for the final examinations in Telegraphy and Telephony two
of whom were awarded lst class certificates.

[0.G. 31—17.] ol
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" Sick and Holiday Teave.—3,039 officers were granted 39.360.duys sick leave. averag
ing 12-95 days per officer and 5,548 ofi:cers obtained 128,592 days holiday leave averaging
2317 days per officer. o D o e e T

The very marked incrc.se in vespeet of holiday leave as compared with the previous.

year is mainl, due to the fact that the great majority-of officers on -active service desired

that their absence should be regarded as vacation leave np fo the limit® provided.iu the .

regulations; otherwise long leave was generally ‘withheld throughont tue year.: R

. CONCLUSION.

The year muder veport has been no less strennous than those immediai}elj_f‘.prgceding Jt,
and without.the whole-hearted support and zeal ‘of the Staff generally the-resnlts shewn
conld .not have been secured. The besi thanks of the Department are rﬁb"m the Staff.

At Cape Town, = . Jex. WILSON, |

.

'_2_'1‘s,t Marbh, .19_17.: & P()stpiaste}r-(}e_nera-l; -
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T b
APPENDICES.
Arpenpix No. 1.—Post Orrice BAvings Bang*
Aunesure fer). —Summarised particulars of Post Office Savings Bank. Business for the year ended- _
31st March, 1918.
Particulars. " No. ; Amount. Particulars. i No. ~Amount.
I . - [ -
: [ £ s d ! £ 8 doo
Bawvings Bank Offices upen 658 . Fees collected : | -
Accounts opened .. .. 1 53,038 .. For rveplacing lost deposit | i
Ordinary .. .. .. BLAR . books .. el 8 3 ©
Trust Fund . . 100! . i For igsuaing Hpoma] War- | i .
Ascounts closed .. ..+ 41,565 .. i rants . ‘ ! 1,064 16 4
Ordinary .. .. 41,453 . For igguing “ Specm: War-
Trust Fand .. . 12 .. rants by telephoue on ) ]
Ageounts vemummg open.. 260,196, .. Johisnnesburg .. I N N1 I
Ordinary . .o 259,0L5 .. For retransferring certifi- <
Trost Fund .. o0 Liss ; © cates without notice .. -1 .. 817 0
Deposits received . iéal 0)8\ 3,467, 796 15 3 Swplus interest trausfeu-ed ) N
Ordinary .. .. }468 111} 3,428,783 18 6 to Postal Reverive ~ .. ; .. 64,236 12 ¢
Trust Fund . .obo2017 38,942 16 9 Penny Bank Aetcounts L 34 L9l -2.73
Withdrawals paid .. .. 228,860 3,444,152 13 10 | Dormant Accounts . . S 42,774 18,171 7 11
Ordinary .. .. 1227,931) 3,391,167 8 3 | Decesséd depositors—elaims | ' o
Trust Fund .. ... 935 52985 5 7! paid Lo 874, 45,808 10 4
Cermﬁc.ates—f[ssued e .. b 144300 ¢ O Cross entry transd.t,t.lons-— Lo o :
Repald el .. 178,900 0 O Deposits .. o .. 127,065
Interest added to deposmors j Withdrawals . .o 80,047 ‘
acconnts o 188,088 17 0 | Lost Books replaced.. , i 884 - . -
On Ordinary & Trust Fund | : Speecial warrants issued i 41,504, 530,343 5,10
deposits b .. 164444 17 9 | Telegraphie warrants isstied | 78,078 044,808 8§ -2
On Certificate hcldmgs T 23.644 0 O | Transferred to Revenne Ac- | :
Balance due to depositors.. = .. 6,708,023 7 10 ecounts having no trausaec- ; :
In ordinary accounts .. ! .. 5,839,701 0 10, tions for 15 years. ! 2,255 4,900 14 10
Ins Trvst Fund aceountds. . .. 100,522 7 0 | Retransferred frnm Reve i [ S
In Certificate aceoumts .. . .. 67,8007 0 O nue .. ! 85, - 392 4 7 .
Amount invested with Public Inter I’rovmce transactmns%'
' Debt Cominissionmers .. | .. | 6,606,664 17 4., Deposits . o1 15,2050 127246018 0.
Average amount duae to each | Withdraywals .l ..o0 16,4230 221,866 3 .9 ¢
' depuositor :—— \ Inter-Provineeltransiers i 185E 9,582 15 . 4
. On Ordinary & Trust Fand | Transfers— S :
accounts .- A 22 16 5 From other States. - 32 17 15,928 11-- 3
On total balance .. L. 2515 7 To other States .. . 1,066) 85,901.5 2.
Average amount of 1nteresf 1 ’ Union of 8. Afviea 3% % i e
. earned on investments.. | .. 316 3} Loeal B8tock puarchesed ; - e
Average cost of each transac- ; by depositors .. R & 766 0 .0
Ction .. .. R 0 0 10 ; o -
* Full details are given it the varioms Aunexures (@) to {A) snbjoined.
Annezxure (b).—Schedule of Investments held on bebhalf of the Post Office Savings Bank
at 3lst March, 1916.
Nornal
Value. Deseription of Investment. j Cost.
. £ i £ s d. £ s .
. 385,000 ' Transvaal 39, Guaranteed Stock. 1923-53 .. .. ¢ 326,872 0 9 0
191,200 1958 ... 17120219 10+ 98,075 09
806,000 | Union Of S. A 49 Loc.al Stoek, 1933-53 .. .. .. 79},555 3 2 f
2,988,220 | Union of 8.A. 3'”’ Loval Stock, 1933-53 .. A .| 2,898,337 15 8 4,148,762 17
499,500 | Cape of G.H. J“o ‘Colonial Stock  1024-44 .. . .- 458,850 18 4( o
13,000 | Cape of G.H. 49, Stock, 1916-36 .. - . 12,967 10 0',
716.00¢ | Cape of G.H. ‘3]\9/0 SLOCL 1929-49 ‘e A ‘e 714,790 12 10
143,400 | Cape of G.H. 39, Stock, 1933-48 .. .. . .. 122,326 5 5 LO46,007 5 |
30,000 | Natal 33%, Stock, 1934.44 o - 28,704 12 2 s
188,500 | Natal 39 Stock, 192049 .. . . 168,138 7 8
25,000 | Canada 349, Stock, Lwoy.34 .. .. .. 24,832 5 5]
14,000 | Canada 39, Stock, 1933 .. .- .. 13,467 11 4
- 13,000 | Ceylon 39, Stock, 1940 .. . .. 12,634 6 & I
‘ 25,000 | New South Wales 349, Stock, 1924 o .. 24,782 16 9 .
2,000 | New South Wales 319, Stock, 1918 .. .. .. 1,670 12 3|
35,000 § New South Wales 3%, Stocl, 1935 .. .. o 31,089 10 1t
61,000 | New South Wales 349, Stock.  1930-50 e .. 1 aTE8l 2 10,
25,000 | New Zealand 39 Stoek, 1945 . .} 21,006 8 B!
21,000 | Queensland 39, Stock, 1932.47 .. ' .. ; 16,566 19 11
10,600 | Queensland 319, Stock, 1024 .o 937115 40
10,000 | Quoensland 3% Stock. 1930 I R X IR T B S S T A
15,000 | Queensland 419, Loan, 192025 . .. .. 14,850 o 0
22,000 | South Australia 3% Btock, 1916 and aftn .. .. 17,35 14 0
1,800 | South Australia 4% Bonds, 1916 .. .. . 4966 0 €]
52,000 | South Australia 319, Stock, 1926.36 . .. .. 47,931 7 4.
40,000 | Bouth Australia 39 Stoek, 1916-2G . .. .. 37,575 19 61
$,000 | Tasmenia 33%, Stock, 2040 .. .. 7.265 14 8
10,000 | Vietoria 349, Stock, 1021-26 .. .. .. 9,378 0 4 -
50,000 | Victoria 3% Stoc]:, 1924-49 .. .. .. 12,363 17 0|
3 31,000 | Wost Australia 39 Stock, 1915-35 .. .. .. 26,551 7 11 ‘
- 10,000 | Wost Ausiralin 19, Stock, 1927 . . .. 8,780 3 4/
¢ 31,000 | West Anstralia 29/, Stock 1916.36 o1 2s0a3 13 7 .
i ! Treasury Hills. . e . .. .. .. oo A34,000 0 0
L Cash L . . .. . . . . e 45 4 3
4 [ -
E \ Total .. .. .. r .. .. £6,696,66: 17 4
: {U.G. 31-—17.] : )
S -
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ArpENDIX No. 1 (continued).—Post- OFFICE SaviNgs BANK.
Annexure {¢).—General statement of transactions in Depositors’ Accounts.

Avorage
Amount
Balance due to to Credit Accounts.’
Yeoar. Doposits and Withdrawals. Depositors. of each
Interest. - Dep ositor o
Current |Cer1:1ﬁ- mn Re- .
Ac-  |eate Aci Current Opened Closed maining
count. | count. AGCQUﬂt _ i | open.
T No. & TN T £ £ T £ s d No. No. No.

(2) Ua.p? Lmd Omnga Free State.

[

| 28,798 | 21,502 | 126,604
27,373 | 26,818 127,749
| 25,928 | 18,765 134,012
|
i
|

. i . i
1911.12 | 228312 | 2,028,710 | 85485- 1,813,3:25§ 2,764,020 935,800[ 21 4
1912-13 | 242,844 | 2,047,987 | 104,564 | 1,940,207 : 2,861,800 | 861,100 22 8§
1913.14 | 247,318 1,917,383 99,035 1,825,490 2,953,605 | 757,100 | 21 17 1
7
o

22,641 | 26,5421 130,011}
27,043i 19,747 | 138,207

1914-15 | 215,470 1,608,297 | 104,703 ; 1,682,867 | 2,969,123 | 669,200 | 22 13
1915.16 | 238,615 | 1,787,062 | 110,649 7 1,636,489 3,119,G86 626,0001 22 1%

[l R =

(72}  Tronsvaal.

i : i o i [ B
1911.12 191,94313 1,848,604 | : 4,472 | 1,758,127 | 2,198,676 | 23,000 ! 25 12 10 ¢ 23,120 |, 17,115 | 85,732
1912-13 1 190,106 | 1,847,077 ! 101,739 | 1,839,698 | 2,205,955 74,100 125 5 10 1 23,982 . 22,496 | 87,218-
1913-14 ¢ 194,918 1,725,651 | 99,194 | 1,774,427 | 2,155,179 {100,900 | 24 4 9 ! 22,742 . 21,034 ; 88,020 -
1914.15 | 167,308 | 1,458,100 | 87.065 | 1,514,627 | 2,098,652 | 109,900 | 23 16 }} | 18,678 & 19,60} | 88,003
19153-16 | 171,475 | 1,426,903 I 80.105 | 1,472,471 | 2,103,084 113,400 | 23 4 45 DO19,716 1 17,148 | 90,571

! I
{i34) Natal.
1911.12 ¢ 62,960 . 431,875 | 27,345 389,176 625,819 ’ 7100 | 2215 11 7,008 6,661 { 27,450
1912.33 | 62,704 | 476,869 | 30,064 447,018 655,670 15,000 { 23 2 6 7,241 6,340 | 28,351 - -
1913.14 | 64,975 @ 474,698 | 30,183 446,480 683,888 ‘ 21,000 [ 23 0 3 7,160 5,792 | 29,802 - ..
1914-15 | 54,095 + 404,676 | 29.291 427,679 660,785 | 23,300 | 22 3 4 5,642 5,652 | 29,809 .
1915-1€ ) 60,938 ' 441,851 | 29,112 | 385,193 T17,443 . 28400 [ 22 16 9 6.279 4,670 | 31,418
I i

('w) Geneml Staf,emmt of iransactions in D~ acsitors’ Accomzts for the Umon of South Af'rm.

] |
191112 | 483,215 ‘ 4,161,872 | 209.302 E3,96(i,628 5,078,416 | 966,800 : 23 5 1 | 59,916 | 45,2;8. 239,876
1912.13 | 405,654 | 4,371,933 | 236,367 | 4,226.):3 5,723,425 | 950,200 | 23 10 5 | 5S.506 | 55,1541 243,318
191314 | 507,21} | 4,115,732 | 228.912 | 4,046,357 5,792,759 ls:g 000 | 22 16 11 | 55.830 | 45091| 253,557
1914-15 | 436,873 | 3,660,974 | 221,060 | 3,625,172 5,728,560 | 802,400 | 23 0 8 | 46,861 | 31 695 248,723
16i5.16 | 471,028 | 3,655,816 | 228 366 E3,444,153 3,910,223 ‘767 800 | 22 16 7 \ 53,038 | } 41,565 | 260,196
) ! ! ' N
Awnnexure (d).-—SBavings Bank Certificates.
) ' Ce_rtiﬁcates Certificates I Balance due to
Province and Year. | issued. repaid. i Certificate Holders.
| ;
! i
(i} Cepe and Omnge Free State. ! £ £ £
1911-12 e 259,000 . 221,800 935,300
0113 .. L. L .y 153,300 | 228,000 ; 861,100
91314 .. L L L L 120,800 224,800 157,100
945 L. L o L 97,500 185,400 669,200
W16 .. .. . L 5,900 139.100 626,000
(iiy Pronsvacl. 1 :
191112 .. .. .. . .. . 25,300 1,400 ' 2,
WI2-13 L. L. L. 60,600 10,400 78100
. 1913-44 .. .. .. .. L0 54,100 ! 27,300 ‘ 100,900
W15 . L .. .. 45,500 36,500 ‘ 109,900
W6 L . 35,800 ! 32,300 113,400
(i) Natal. | :
1112 L o o L ] 7,500 400
L R § 1 3,200 : 15,000
1913-14 ., .. .. .. .. e 11,200 5,200 . 21060
lls L 12,200 9,900 % 23,300
Ge] .- . .. .. e .. j‘ 12,600 7,500 28,400
(iv) T'otal TUnion of South Afmca i :
191112 .. c. o 241,800 233 600
-3 D 0 0D DI 225000 20 | 930900
1913-14 ce e 186,100 25%,300 ‘ 879,6.:
1914-15 | 155,200 281,800 3is A
1915-16 | 144,300 178,900 T, 5
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Arpennrx No. 1 (continued).~—~PosT OFFICE SAVINGS™ BANK.

Annexure {¢)—Acconnts transferred from and to the. Savings Banks of other Admmlstrablons
and Provinces during the Financial Year 1915-16. ‘

I .
| | ‘ y
. | Cape and Orange Free State. | Transvaal.
Mame of Administration E —
or Provinee. ! I ‘ Co S
i Trausferred to. Transferved from. . Transferred to. "Transgferred- from.
3 i - C ":"
I No. | £ a d. | No. £ s d | No. | £ & d.| No. £78. d
India I . oo . B 3 4l .. P
Mozambigue .. ! .. e . I . .. . .
Southern Rhodesia ;441 1,426 4 8 381 L8067 17 11 1 28: 901010 2 34 1,477 10 .8
United Kingdom .| 413 28 901 K 82, 4088 & 0, 469 ;47 138 6 3 113 6,026 16 10
| - L L S DA
457 30827 § 3| 120 5866 6 8 498 48,048 18 9| 147 8404 G 8
Cape and Orangp free Stabe.. | .. | .- .. .. 38 ! 2,280 13 & 76 3780 87
Transvaal .. .1 761 3780 8 3 38| 2,280 13 5 o ..
Natal 22l mag1210| 14 wss 12 @ 18] 4 816 2| i7| 110712 1
| 555 ‘35056 9 & 172 | 9,135 12 4| 554 I 50,808 & 4 240 | 13202 7 4
P ‘ ‘ R o

Tnion of South. Africa.

Natal. -
‘ame of Administration B A_J
or Teovince. . o - L
Transferred io0. Transferred from. | Traneferred to. Transferred from.

. No. £ & .| No. £ s d | No. | £ & d|No | £ s d
India .. . .. .. .. % Ly 3 41 .. !
Mozambigue .. . .- . . .. ! i . . ' .. .
Sm:_tthern ‘_R-hodesiﬁ. .. L 12 268 17 11 8 607 19 1. 34- 260.3 12 9 80 3,893 7 8
DUnited Kingdom V. . ‘ 23 17,346 0 3 22 | 1,049 18 10 971 183 385 9 1 217 12,088 3 7 T

. 101 7,614 18 2 30 | 1,457 17 11 | 1,056 \85,991 5 2| 207 15928 11 % }
Cape and Orange Free State = 14| 988 12 3 23 946 1210 | .. . R I
Tranavaal .. . T 17 {1,107 12 1 18 4978 16 "2 | -
Natal .. . . e . . . Poee
132 (9,711 2 6 70| 3,083 611 |1,056 /86901 5 2| 207 15928 11' 3
- : j : .
Annexure (f)—Cash Accounts for Financial Year 1915-1916.

1 - B t 1 oL
. Ca_sh Aceount ' - Cape and Nrange Transvaal. Natal. 4 Union of South Africa..
Financial Year 1915-16. I Free State. | i
Receipts. [ £ s d £ s ! £ s dl . f s oA £ s d
Balance 1st April, 1915 :— | ! i
Ordinary Account .. | 2.969,123 2 10 | 2,008,651 19 5 “ 660,785 6 5| 5,.28,660 8 8
Cortifiente Account. . ©660.200 0 o 106,900 0 0. 23,300 0 0| 802,400 O 0
| | — 6,530,960 8 8
Cash received . | 1,507,423 2 11 | 1,301.685 18 7! 396,080 § 7 | 3905102 10 1
Inter-Provinee Transiers ; 3,260 5 &, 4,38% 0 o 1427 9 01 9,582 15 4
Official Entries 30,674 8 2 26,215 17 3 ' 16,768 19 10 . 73,659 5 3
Re-transfers from :— i ! !
Revenne ol 370 2 1 1117 0 0 5 6° 392 4 7
Certificate Account. | o 139,10¢ o 0| 32,300 © O, 7360 ¢ 0 1is000 0 ¢
. i I ! _— - 3467726 15 3 o
= Certificates Tssued ¢ 98,900 0 0 35,800 0 0. 12,600 0 0 | 144300 0 0 -
- Iriterelst, allowed on — . : ; ! ) -
. Ordinary Account .. {86,593 0 0 58481 1 3! 18,370 16 6% 184,444 17 9
: Certificate Acconmt. . S 19,632 0 0 3,317 5 0 694 15 0| 23, 644 00
‘ j , R 188,088 17 §
Total Receipts . 15,521,285 1 813,671,254 18 2 1,188,536 0 10 E_ 19,331,076 1 8
Poayments. 1‘ : :
Cash paid . (1,662,786 13 0 | 1,864,828 7 2 332,544 12 713200350 14 9
Less 1914 15 \Vam&nts ca,shed : 5,726 7 3 5,669 7 8 1,502 10 5 15068 5 4
0 1,494,060 7 § ) 1,348,368 19 61 350,862 2 2 3,193,391 & 5
Add 1915-16 Warrants issued [ ; ,
hut not cashed .. N 9,661 10 5 6,266 11 9 | 2,390 6 10; 18318 9 0
- . | :
! i
= ) 1,503,721 18 211,354,635 11 3 353,352 9 0, 3,211,700 18 5
Toter-Provinee Transfers | 4727 1 5 2,759 9 7 2,096 4 4 | 9,582 15 4
Official Entries 30674 8 2 26,215 17 37 16,7788 th 10! T8659 5 3
Transferred to :— : .
Revenue . 1,465 17 5 | 3,059 17 10 | 37410 7, 4,900 14 10
Certificate Account 95.900 0 0| 35800 0 O | 12600 0 o' 144,300 0 0
) ; e 3,444,152 13 10
Certificates e-ironsferred 130,100 0 0O 32,30 U 0 T.500 0 0 178,900 ¢ O
; Balance due to Mepositcr- 1 . |
31st March, 1916 :— ‘ i P i
Ordivary Aceount .. oL B110,685 16 6 ! 2,108,084 3 3 TIT,443 8 15,940,223 7 10
Certifie 1 & Account. I 625,000 0 O 113400 0 0! 28400 0 0, 767,800 0 O©
: 1 i — e 6,708,023 7 10
Total Paym: . ‘ 5,521,285 1 § l 3,671,254 19 2| 1,138,536 ¢ 10 10,331,076 1 8
s d=l~d~drara . T s S m E R AR ES I m e L. - —mrrsay gy ,; 13 4~Tamman VistiEtsidlalamarataiveat ARG VAL TN ER LY EE =g
g [U G. 31171
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ArrunpIx No. 1 (continued)—Post Orricr Savines Bank.

Annezure (g).—Balance Sheet, Union of South Africa.

Liamtrroes. ‘ AgsETa. +
£ g d. £ s
Balance due to depositors on 3lst Funds lodged with Public Debt Com- .
Mareh, 1916 :— miggioners for investment .. 6,508,575 19
Ordinary Aceount .. .. 5,940,223 7 10 Tnterest added to depositors’ accounts
Certificate Account .. . 767,800 0 O for 1916-16, due by Public Debt
Warrants issued but not eashed by ! Commisioners .- .. .. 188,088 17
31st March, 1014 . . Ieidls 9 0 (‘ash in Postmaster.Ceneral’s deposit,
’ . aecount . . o .. 20,676 12 ¢
£6,726,341 16 10 £6,726,241 16 10

Annexure {(h).—Statement reconciling the total figures for the year 1915-16 with the Cajsh'
figures shown on the 3ist March, 1916,

8. d.- : £ g d.
Balance due.to depositors on 3lst Balance due to depositors on 3lst . .
March, 1916, as per Savings ‘ March, 1916, as per Accountant's o
Bank Ledgers .. .. . 6,708,023 7 10 Ledgers .. .. 6,538,249 19 1
Outstanding warrants on 31st March, ¥ In Transit ** Natal Provinee V. 3 4 0 e
1916 .. .. .. . 18,318 9 0 Interest added to depositors’ aec. o
counts for 1815-16 .. .. 188,088 17 9
£6,726,341 16 10 £6,726,341 16 10

_ArpeNpIx No. 2.—STATEMENT ‘SHOWING NUMBER AND VALUE OF MONEY-—-c;ﬁDﬁﬁS;“:‘
{a) issued in the Union for payment in other Countries and viee verse, and—(b) issned in the
Union for payment within the Union during 1916. ' - e

. Trued Mooy Ord a3
(a) Money Order Issued in other (:;chgsgg wiltlf.r Issued in Isiltlsligrm
exchenge with. the Union. Couz}tries. {conttnued). the Union. Countries.
"I No. | £ |No. £ No.
Australia . .. | 5,546/ 19,100{ 2,990 10,234} Rhodesia .. .. 1,0127j 8£431 7N§$6 42£856
British East Africa .. 93! 5501 438 2,746} St. Helewa .. .. ° 23 1270 a2l g2y
Canada. . .. .. 582 3,116 745! 2,147 United Kingdom .. |[-47,311' 271,202|12,606 6l.444
Ceylon .. .. .. 200 257 26 129 United St. of America : 35,685 18,060 1.801| 6658
France oo 1,358 3,744 188 800] Zanziber .. .. | 19 85 26 155
IZE[odlgg Kong .. s 14g 63 927; 7 18 : :
ndia .. .. |12,555/ 163,862 969 7,220 Total .. .. TTA84  BOT
Manriting .. . 304/ 1,686 218  819) (b) Is(,)an?ed(ﬂzthe Union - Tt S0% 10 28’918';43’94_0
%qlozm;bi?ued .. .. l,ggz 10,380| 600, 3,320 for  payment in ! ‘
ew Zesalan .. ; 20190 539 2,661 Ui .. . 73,516
Norway .. .. 6421 2,743 £1’77 1,288 en ' M‘]m
Nyagaland .. .. 770813 93 500 Grand Total .. +383,010 2,288,229 '
APPENDIX Noo 3.—COMPARAPIVE SEATEMENT s \»'ﬁt' THE NUMBER AN :

. NTATEMENT SHOWING 5 NUMBER AND VALUR "
or Postarn Ouoens—(a) Tssucd, and th) paid menthly theoughout the 1o from Isk
January, 1914, to 31st December, 1916, ) ' . -

Month.' 1914, | 1915 1916,
e | , | - . o
| ! , T
(@) Issued : | No. [ «£ ! No. i £ ! No. £
Jamuary .. .. 1 247,002 | 155718 , 237,355 | 1.3,064 ' 269,367 | 165940
February .. .. | 288,006 | 180,484 | 256,952 | 162,037 | 285482 | 175373
March .. .. = 315489 | 197,601 | 200,250 | 187,204 = 310.680 | 186 0gp
April - 0 310,319 194064 | 278,861 | 172311 | 286.650 @ 176385
May © .. | 305,940 180,853 | 276,905 | 169,656 | 303,123 | 185621
June .| 321,866 201,492 | 209,699 | 187472 | 305.952 | 183989
July .- 1322074, 200726 1 293,202 | 179,977 36357 | 185938
Augnst .. .. 274,404 168,781 . 283,891 | 175,227 . 311152 | 189308 .
September .. .. . 263824 | 159,065 ' 317927 | 183.637 | 315 ’
o o 29 | 637 318,056 | 191592
ctober .. .| 252404 | 157,202 267,484" 167.852 | 304905 | i
%Tovem&)er .. .. f 265,275 1+ 168,321 323,835 | 200 875 36%’185 ! '094’577
. b H : [ 2 : “y [ N
ecember .. .. i_ig—lftf— 182,006 | 341,340 | 210,428 E 317,808 | 194,205
Total (@) .. _ ‘@ |3458,632 [2156,313 3,467,201 2,149,800 (3.651.209 12,249,173
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Rerorr oF PostMasyer-GENERAL FOoR YEAr 1916, .

‘AppENDIX No. 3 (continued).

Month. 1914. l 1915, . e

() Paid wo. | & L owo | e | N | e
January 199,043 | 120,158 | 203,039 | 121,376 | 232,811 | 138,269
February 223,908 | 135,542 | 216,856 | 130,352 | 247,810 .-
. March 250,519 | 149,768 | 248,155 | 149,423 | 265,492 | 153,752 " -
April .. | 241,248 | 145,142 | 234,625 | 141,255 | 241,668 5
. May .1 248,517 | 148,998 | 232,986 | 140,202 | 259,112 | 153,024
June - 258,821 | 156,249 | 250,735 | 150,982 | 263,860 | 156,510
July 257,636 = 154,302 230,445 | 144,126 | 254,098 | 149,979 -
August 238,332 | 141,145 ; 238,018 | 141,911 | 266,640 | 156,968
September 226,956 1 136,008 | 243,427 | 144,131 | 268,996 | 156,550
October . 920,238 | 130,728 | 240,124 | 141,628 | 261,428 | 153,289
November 191,931 112,688 | 250,803 | 146,815 | 268,096 | 156,144
December 234,084 | 138,838% 272,363 | 160,161 | 272,895 | 160,216
Total (b) 2,795,233 11,669,566 2,870,576 1,712,362 [3,102,906 11,824,192

APPENDIX No. 4—REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE, CALENDAR YEAR 1916,

A —REVENUR.

£

146,416 o

143,005 -+

(@) Postal (£1,028, 939). £
Postage - . 817,633 -
Commission on Money Orders . 16,718
Poundage on Postal Orders 22,839
Private Box and Bag Rents 26,327 -

Ocean Mail Service Receipts 131,240
Miscellaneous - .. 10,067 - -
Savings Bank Revenue 4,125° T
: —- 1,028,939 -

(b) Telegraphs (£388,770). S
Ordinary Paid and Press Messages 263,775 o
Registered Address Fees 5,326
Miscellaneous 119,699 )

388,770
(c) Telephone (£357,98C).
Private Wire anc Exchange Rentals 187,257
Subscribers’ Call Fees . 118,060
Call Office Receipts 42 983
Miscellaneous 9.680 :
——— 357,986
Grand Total “ A Revenue £1 775,689
B.—ExpiNDITURE.

Postal, Telegraph and Telephone. £ £
Salaries, Wages and Allowances { g%oi” £1’§?i:?g$ } 1,218,333
Transport and Travelling .. - { gl%og,, £22’ggg } 22,682
TUniforms .. . . 13,284
Commission .. .. . 2,177

) Union, £322 290} ] -

Conveyance of Mails .. { SWA. P 322,277
Cable Subsidy and Subseriptions 9,766
Maintenance of Telegraphs and Teiephnnes 55,302
Prrchase, Maintenance of Transport 12,218
chhmcal Furniture and Fittings 2,348
Postage Stamps .. . .. . 2,693
Telegraph and Telephone Stores . . . L 3,342
Postal Stores and Supplies .. - .. . 13,146
Incide Union, £2,817 ..

ncidental 1 SWAL > } 2,819

Grand Total “B” HExpenditure £1,683,387

U.G 31—17.1
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24 RFPORT OF POS'lMASTLR-GENERAL ro:& YEAR 1916 . .
A,PPENDIX No. 5—~SUMMARY 0F TELEGRAPH AND TFLE}?HONE CAPITAL ACCOUNT
L o AT 31ST DECEM:BER 11916 '

'From Loin Acts, a " From Rovenue. . ' - Tbﬁal;
_ £ s d £ . s d £ 8
. 802,481 111 | . -459.167 0 O 1,261,588 . 1-
. T 4718279 05 1 388,953 0 O 2,106,232 5
Total ..o | £2,518,760 7 O £849,060 0 0 | £3,367,820-
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