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Raport of the Postmastsr-Goneral for the Yeor ended
| 315t Decomber, 1904. -

Hox0oURABLY, THE CuLONLAL OEITETARY—
report on the Post Office Department for the year ended Zlst

. ] have the honour to submit my
ture.—The total revenue of the Department { Postal and Telegraph Branches)
£205,976 15s. 0d, a8 compared with

ed 30th June, 1904, amounted t0 €
us yeur's revenue—and the expenditure to £167,960 7s. 3d., as

for the preceding financial year.

S 7y reveaue thos exceeded the expenditure by £38,016 7s. 0d.

d Debits.-——The estimated value of work donme for

ment was made, Wwa3 28,183 10s. od, and the postage
< to be allowed to this Departme

2 Repenue and Frpend:
E the financial year end
238,775 11z, 11d—the previo
mpared with £168,099 10s. 1d.

other Grovernment Depart-
~alue of newspapers

Tndirect Uredits an
nt in respeck of

ruents, for which no pay
conveyed free £8,123 §¢. 1d., whilst indirect credit
superanduation deductions from salavies and rent paid to the Public Works Department for official

£1,650 12s. 8d.. .

quarters amount to

Adding th_e:se items to the surplus ¢evenue brings

" £75,073 19s. 3d.
There are, however, charges paid out of other Department’s votes, such as interest on loans, offices
- expenses, evection of and repairs to Post Office Buildings, amounting approximately to £26,316 8s. 10d.,.
- yhich are rightly chargeable against nay Department, and reduce the surplus to £49,657 10s. 5d., which.
may be taken as the actual profit or ihe year’s working. :
Collection of Customs Resenue—In uddition to its own revenue the Post Office ccllected on behalf

of the Custorns Department during the calendar year the sum of £9,418 6s. 13d.

the valne of the Post Office surplus up to -

. bt
. 'PosTAL DEPARTMERT.

Extension of South African Postal Umion.—7The Province of Mozambique (Portuguese Kast Adfrica}
haying potified its adherence to the South African Postal Union Convention, 2 ¢ sses of Ccorrespon-

da—also Money and Postal Orders—may be exchangéd at the same s - - under the Hame..
ditions as obtain in the case of the Cape Colony, Transvaal, etc., except that - ~gards Telegraphic
ney Orders 2 higher chavge i3 made when the telegram of advice is addressed to an office outside.

,;:.stnctof Loureugo Margues.
tion made by the New Zealand Pos

Postage ol Newspapers —A. proposi )
jpapers should be {orwarded thence to Natal for one penny, irrespective of weight,
hange, however, being made it. the existing rates as regards newspapers e

Voot

tal Authorities that
has been
ot in the -

iproved Mail Service between Natul and Beira—Formerly, mails to and from Beira were conveyed
_h‘?“_qppgrtuni‘ty Jffered, but as ships sailed only at ivregular intervais and the time occupied varied
msiderably, arrangements were made for an overland service, via ‘Rhodesia, whereby mails are now
‘h}?_,i'lj,g}_;_rjhafn;géd tiice weekly. Paroels, however, continue to be conveyed by the sea route.
 Increased mazimim for Single Money Orders —The masimum amount for which a single Money
fder may be drawn in Natal upon countries and colonies other than the Anstralian Cominoniwealth,.
rtuguese Fast Africa, Nyassaland (British Central Afriga}, Zanzibar, and British East Africa has

%n mcreased from £10 to £40.

et Dl e 2 - £ ety - -
T T e R R e e =
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Money Order Exchange with Norwey.—Neg tiations are now proceeding with a view to establis
" a direct Money Order ex;hange with Norway. At present the British Post Office acts as intermed
"7 . deducting a small comimission from tae amount of each Order for the service rendered. Under the'}
| posed arrangement—mwhich is warranted by the amount of business transacted—-the full value .of};
QOrder will be paid on presentation. _ I BT

Iustrated Post C. ds—Ilustrated Post Cards with a space reserved cn the “addrgss™ sidg
“correspondence are now accepted for transmission at the rates applicable to Post Cards, when addred
to places within the South African ¥ ostal Union, provided that such correspondence in no way interfg
-with the stamping or marking of the Postal Service. : St

o deliverable Mail Matter—An amendment having been made to Section 2 of Act 12, 1£98,
masters are now empowered to destroy any newspaper, printed circular, advertisement or the hked
maining unclaimed after the expiration of a specified period. This rule has so far been applied onl¥
such articles posted within the Clolony, but negetiations are being conducted with other Administratl
with a view to its extension. So far, the majority of the repiies received have been favourable. =

,
- ¢o the Transvaal, it has been necessary to discontinue the supplementary European mail previonsly.
% .. - warded thereby on Sunday:, and to despatch the final mail by the train leaving Durban at 6 p.m

7=+ Saturdays, thus considerably curtailing the latest hour at which correspordence cau be posted throt
out the Colony. . R

Outward Eurepean Mail—Owing to the discontinuance in April'of the 9.10 am. train from Dy

Exzchange of Postal Orders with the United Kingdom.—Arrangements for the exchange of Po
Orders between Natal and the United Kingdom have not as yet been concluded, aithough .the négo
tions have been proceeding for a long time past. It is, however, hoped that an agreement will now &
be come to between the Imperial Post Office and the South African Colonies under which Bri
Postal Qeders of certain depominations will be issued in Nat.l for payr.ent in the United Kingdg

and eice versa. - %

" Extension of Postal Draft Systom—On the first of September the. Postal - Druft sys'tem':“-":

extended to mclude the Orange River Colony.

v, v
‘ Offics:.—Money Ogder Offices have been opened at Bellair, Cami{erdown, and Lower Umkoinae
and in Durban at Berea Road, Clark® Road and East End. v T o

The designations of the following Post Offces have been changed —

From. . To, . N
v Greyhing Street, Pietermaritzburg Victoria Road, Pietermaritzburg.
~New Scotland, " Alexandra Road, .= o
v Noodsberg Road Rail Schroeders. , -t

During the year 26 Post Offices and Postal Agencies were opened and 6 closed, mé,king. the tot
number 339, as compared with 339 in 1903. , _

' The Post Ofiice at Is‘ipingo has been transterred to the Railway Station, where, previously, tt
" telegraph work only had been carried on. o _

Letter Bozes—The number of pillar, Jamp, and wall boxe: in use in the Colony on the 31:
December was 58. The iamp boxes which have recently been introducec. have proved to be of muc
convenience in towns, are easy to fix, cost far less und are cheaper to maintain than pillar or wall hoxe:

B L, ﬂ

“ Post Carts—Ou the 2nd May the Post Cart conveying mails between Newcastle and Uty
comnmenced running daily, except Sunday, in each direction, instcad of cnly thrice weekly.

Since the opening of the Pietermaritzbirg-Elandskop section of the Natal-Cape Railway the |

Cart service between Pietermsritzburg and Bulwer lias been discontinued, the mails being conveyet
) train to Elandskop and intermediate stations, thence by Post Cart to Bulwer, Impendhle and plag
. route. o

Delivery of Correspondence by Postmen—A house-to-house delivery of correspondence wa
menced at Viylieid on the first of J* . . ‘ . o

Ou the 6th November a Parccl delivery voas established in Maritzburg. Under this arranger
oversea as well as Jocal and Inter-Colonial parcels are delivered at the doors of the houses to which thi
: -are addressed. As soon as the necessary arrangements can be mac . it-is proposed to establish a sim
%o« service at other places where a house-to-house delivary is mnde. R Co

. Night Sorting.~On the 4th January night (uties were introduced -at Durban. This has prc;
* .of much value, as it has led to an accelecation in the delivery of letters for many local places, and at ¥ i

- gnme tinie given a mach later posting at Dirban. :
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South African Postal Conference—~The Conference of the Representatives of the South Adfrican

r

Sy Dead and Returned Corespondenc  -Particulars of the Articles received and deals with in the
Gfurned Letter Branch are given herennder :—

Ordinary Letters returned to writers in the Colony 99,115
Registered Letters returned o writers in the Colony 812
Returne ] unopened to Foreign Countries N e 75,783
Destroyed owing to illegible addresses, and senders being unknown 55,300

Adresses were illegible. Letters written by Natives are on the increase yearly, which tends to show
it education among the Natives is fast spreading.

- A large number of articles without wrappers—chiefly newspap@ﬁ—\coatinue to be received in the
j?:iony b, the European mail every week, owing to insecure wrapping. - -

Bl ’%S Arxticles of value in the form of Cheques, Money Orders, Postaqurd_ers, Drafts, and Postage
= tamps found in ordinary letters returned within the Clolony amonnted to £2,::85 14s. 4d.

TrLEsRAPH BRANCH.

Bars 1— . .

5 Decrease in the Number
Year. Ferwarded. Received, Tiansmitted. - Total. of Telegrams scar.
1503 723,648 784,420 1,041,964 . 2,350,032 ves
1904 * 634,067 700,194 932,436 2,265,697 . 89,581

Famty ' Revenue and Indirect Credits.—For wae financial year ended 30th Juue, 1904, the receipts for
o .;;*ﬁegmphic business amounted to £57,624 17s. 6d. £10,983 13s. 7d. represented che value of work
S¥vsidone for Government Departments, aud £065 15s. 1d. the 50 per cent. reduction on telegrams trans-

P

3

amrevious year of £19,540 13s. 7d.

%ﬂ% The amount received from the Military Anthorities for the transmission of military telegrams was

Offices!-—The following Telegraph and Telephone Offices were opehed during the year :---

¢ Berea Road, Durban. . Noodsberg Road.
» De Jager’s Drift. - v Otto’s Bluff,
« Edendale. ... Pepworth.
v Elandskop. » Shafton Grange.
v Greenwood Park. Laylor’s.
v Henley. . Wartburg.
7 Hillary’s. _ " Woodside.
The following Offices vwere closed durihg the year :—
‘ v Mimesa.
. v Modder Spruit.
.~ Reichenau.
The designations of the undermentioned offices have been changed :—
_From. To,
T— v — £t Road, Durban ... Berea Road Rail,
: -~ New Scotland, Pietermaritzburg ... L Alexandr> Road, Pietermaritzburg.
.~ Noodsberg Road (Rail) Schroeders.
Victoria Road, Pietermaritzburg ... Victor” 7ail, Pietermaritzburg.

ExciveeriNe Braxcu.
The more important works rried ont in the Eugincering Branch during the vear were as follows :-—
New Lines erected :—

Pietermaritzburg to Mooi River (section of Pietermaritzburg to Ludysmith new line, carrying
10 wires, skirting Railway). This has taken the place of the old Railway Line of
eight wires, which has been pulled down.

Umsindusi Depot to Klandskop (skirting Natal-Cape Railway).

Hovick to Shafton Grange and Woodside.

* chroeders to Neodsberg Road and Wartbnrg.

al Union, which it was expected wonld have Laen held in August, was once agaim pqstponed, sine .

The majority of the letters destroyed were written by Natives and Indians whose names and

Zaitted on behalf of the Military Authorities, making a total of £69,474 6s. 2d. a decrease on the
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Newg wires erected on existing lines of poles.

-~ Daurban to Berea Road, ‘Daurban. .
B Fietermaritzburg to Dundee, three wirés. §
Dundee to Newcastle, two wires. ‘

-Charlestown to Coldstream (Natal-Transvaal bcjrder) one wire,

(The three latter are in completion of a scheme; commenced in 1903, for providing imp
facili’ies with the Transvaal} ' -

- two wires. _
Observatcry to Bluff, two wires for the new Time Ball. . - .
“oint to Durban (Metallic Telephone Junction Circuit for nse between the Harbour

Railway Telephone Exchanges), two wires. = . S
Point to Bluff ( Metallic Telephone Junction Circuit for use between the Harbour
Telephone Exchunges), two wires. o o e

:aﬁd
Telephone Revenue.—Telephone subscriptions amounting to £4,589 12s. 8d. were (;pll_e?t' edd
the year ended June 30th, whilst the value of Official connectisns, for which no charge ‘was made,
=77, ' ‘ R

South Coast Jutction to Wests (for Electric Train Staff wor]gmg by Ra.}lway Q_e__partmg
]%
uE

X
Pictermaritzburg Telephone Exchanye.—The work of transferring the Pietermaritzburg Telephi
Exchange from Church Street to the premises at the rear of the new General Post Ofice and the &
version of the service into a metallic circuit system. was completed in July last, the fina - nge Qvgxg
the system having been carried out with a minimum of inconvenience to the subscribers. _he imprd
ment in the working of the system has even exceeded expectations, and the system now compaﬁ
favourably with any other. Since the transfer was effected 109 additional connections have been esth
lished. - The total number of connections on the 31st December was 591, and there were then sixt

applications for connections on hand. '

Dundee Telephone Erchunge—~The establishment of a Telephone Exchange at Dandee; cemmen(
in November, 1903, was completed, and the system opened on the st February with 50 connectio
Extensions have been carried out duriug the year, ard on the 31st December there were 78 connectiog

Newcastle Telephone Ercfzmz.ge.-—-Ai Nevicastle, the work of installing the Telephone Exchanj

was commenced in May and completed in September; the systern being opened on the first of th
month with 49 connectionz, which were subsequently ungmented, the number at the end of the y
being 66. ' ' ot D T

“Private Telephone Lines~Several private Telephone lines have been erécted in ‘different pa

of the Colony, and a number of new connectious have been added to the Ladysmith Exchange, the tott
number on the 31st December being 91. ' R e

Telephone Operators—The introduction of Euwropeans, in plz;ce of the present lﬁdia.n Nigk

“~ators at the Telephone Exchange, is contemplated, and will be brought into operation ou th
_ls¢ February next. : . -

- Works carried out for vther Depart; .2nts—During the year a number of works have
vut for the Railway Depuartment, the move important of which were as follows t—
The introduction of Electric Train Staff workiu

. . 0 . o between South Coast J unction and Wests
lacluding the interme.iate stations at Clairmont and Jacobs. '

been carrie

z

The fitting-up of 2 new Electric Train Staff Siation at Naval Hill.
The establishment of 2 Phonophore connection at No. 3 Reversing Station on the Orange Rive:
Colony Branch i._ne. ‘

 The fitting-up of Distant Signal Repedters at Berea Road, Congella, Bellair, Alverstou, ahé
Winters Kloot Railway Staticns. ' '

The installing of Flectric Bells and Telepliones in the new portior of the Railway Offices, Durban.

. The installation o a Telephone Exchange System in the new offices of the Engineer-in-Chief cof
Railways, Pietermaritzburg.  (This work will not be completed until the building is occupied in
February, 1905.) . ‘ S = .

|

. Work bas been in progrsss for some time for the Harbour Departmeut in counection with t
. lustallation” of & larger Telephone Switchboard in their own ‘offices at the Point, with addition

connections, and with itproved communication between it and the Railway Department’s System ¢
Durban. This work will be completed about the end of February, 1905, when theé switchboard:
preseutly in nse at the Poiet will be transferred to Wests, there to the used for the purpose of joining
existing and new conneetions through to the Durbau aud Point Exchanges. B "
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Press g werks only ezecuted~n view b y Smsirirciions, *:onlycsne?n_work m Eo ,?}:10“ =
the maintenance of the syste a8 has %eéﬁgbschxtely necessary, has bgen varrzed out. T
Reconstruction of Main Lines.—The reconstruction of main Tizes throughout the Colony during -

it years, which will be completed on the reconstruction of the Bailway Live sbove Mooi River, has, -
Colony's Telegraph System in 2 mest

he intioduction »f iron poles and copper wires, put the L . ]
llent condition. The working capacity of the lines has been 1myro_ved tad increased, while the
derably the cost of maintenance. - ;

Hence of the tonstruction will reduce very consi ' _
The Tife of these lines in & country such as this will be very long, and one cannot but coagratuiate

Colouy on possessing so good & system. _
Cable Messagrs—The charges collected during the year by the Fastern and South African
graph Compgny on cable messages sent to and from South Africa exceeded £300,000, and, in
s of the agrezment with the Company, the annual sabsidy payable by Natal was refunded.

Bonus o Telegraph Messengers—The special induncement offered to Telegraph Messengers
eorlar attendance st the Government Night Schools, and general advancement In educational
z, has resulted this year in 16 messengers at Pietermaritzburg and 15 at Durban being awarded a

15 of £5 each.
h business have been extended

Hours of Attendance.~—The weekly hours of sttendance for telegraﬁ) ]
_adysmith, Newcastle, and Dundee, and also at a lacge nuraber of Railway Offices.

Siaff—The number of persons employed by the Department on the 31st Decomber, 1904, was
6, of whom 333 were on the permanens establishment. ~ )

They may be classified as follows :— o
: . Yostal and Telegraph. Englneerl:uz Branch.
Europeans . - 870 70
Natives e . 418 158
1,288 228

GExERAL BEMARES.

Treatment of Unregistered Parcels—TFrom the first of January the practice of obtaining .receip
n the addressees of unmregistered Inland Parcels was discontinued, and oo the first of May tl
mption was extended to unregistered pareels received from other Countries. Thir especially benefi
se who rent private bags, or are in the habit of sending Natives—sometimes for a considerab
arce—far their correspondence, as they are now able to receive their parcels at once, instead of ben
iged to first return the discharged receipt to the Post Office.

The cumbrous method of dealing with unregistered parcels in transit, spoken of in my last repe

lso been abolished. .
The fee of 2d. formerly demanded for a receipt for an unregistered parcel has besn abolished 2
artificate of posting is now given free of charge, if applied for when the parcel is handed in.

Weight Limit for South African Parcels—Suggested Increase~—It Fis bees ~.ggested that i
ght Limit for South African parcels addressed to places served by railway shoald be increased
lbs. As, however, it is undesirable there should be two weight limits, and as the limit for ot
ces nannot be similarly raised—it being necessary that the weight of mails conveyed by post cart
mer should be kept as low as possible-~the question has-been allowed to stand over for considerat

‘he next Conference of the South African Postal Union Representatives.
d

i
" Compleints of Telay to Newspapers—Numerous complaints of delay in the transmission of ]
rspapers have arisen, but enquiry has elicited the fact that, in the majority of instances, the fault;

1 with the Publishers and not with the Departmeat.

Postal Arrangements at Militia Camps—Special arrangements were made for dealing i
respondence for and fron. members of the Militia Corps attending the encampments at Heine S
| Blood River, and also in conrection with the Cadet encampinent Pietermaritzburg.

Post Office Guide.—~Lists of privﬁte box holders and of registered telegraphic addresses, as wd
‘Department's telephcne subseribefs at the various towus, ave now published in the Post (;

ide.

Private Boxes.—The number of private boxes rented on the 31st December was 2,735, as j
ed with 1,794 at the end of the preceding year. ¥
_ With a view to providing against possille loss to the llepartment by reason of carelessnei
Air usage, a deposit of 5s. 1s now collected from renters of pnivate boxes. f

:
3
§

e e e T T ST e T T T
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This deposit—which was not levied in the case ¢ persons already in possession oi boxes at
‘ time of its institution——is refunded when a box is given up, provided that the box, lock and keys aré
" - - good order and repair, rair wear and tear only excepted. N

" Private Bags.—The number of private bags rented on 31st December was 317, as compared :
270 at the end of the previous year. R : :

Tt has been found that the private bags in general use are not of the most suitable pattesn, &
atter contioued exposure to all weathers, the ieather softens, and this frequently renders it possibles
abstract correspordence without unlocking the hag With a view io preventing this, it has beg
arranged that the bags should iv future be fitted with an improved fastening, and also with flaps on ¥
L inside, thus rendering it practically impossible to withdraw the contents without leaving obvious tra
of violation.

e Eroningtion of A-counts— Arrangements have been made for the systematic examination
e accounts at all Money Order Offices in the Colony. Those established at railway stations will h
~ecked by the Railway Department’s Auditors, and two offices—the expense of specially visiting whic
:s mot warranted—vwill be dealt with by the Government Auditors.

by so large a number of persons all over the Colony, to whick I called aitention in my last Aunna
Report, arrangementis have been made whereby, from the 15th February, 1905, franking is to be strictl;
11 confined to His Excellency the Goverror and Siaﬁ', Ministers, Judges, the President and Clerk of th
ff / wegislative Council, the Upeaker and Clerk of the Legislative Assembly, and Heads of Civil an
“-. |1 Mihtary Def)artments. Subordinate officers will nse either franked envelopes supplisd by thei
" .. | Departmentsl head, or official postage labels, as may be convenient, ~

. / Oficial Correspandence—With a view to obviating the objections to the franking of correspondenc
{
|

Delivery of Correspondence by Native Carriers— An experimental service it connection with th
question of free delivery of correspondence o persons iesiding on native carrier mail rontes has recentl:
“been introdnced with satisfactory resmits, and it is my intention to extend the system to other parts o
the Colony. N )

Briefly, the method of working is as follows :—

S The carrier is provided with a large haversack, livided into pockets or compartmerts. Eacl

' person’s letters are tied np separately, and those for the house nearest the Post Office are placed in th
“first compartment, and so on, 1n the order in which the houses are passed. Should there be ndthing fo
a partizular house, the carrier’s attention is directed to the fact. One compartment is reserved fo

- letters collectedt by the carrier. For houses off the mail ronte locked r. adside boxes are provided -anc
fixed on the postman’s route by the persons desirous of using them. These boxes are partitioned int
two parts, the lower for letters delivered and the upper for letters collected. The carrier holds a ke
for each box.

Trevelling Post Office.—Since the 18th Angust last the sorting of ‘he European mail i~ th
Travciling Post Office has beer performed in 2 new van constructed on the mos! up-to-date principles
The s:aff employed are thereby afforded much greater facilities for dealing with the correspondence in «
prompt and efficient manuer, and, by reason of the increased space it has been possible for a large
nrmber of direct bags to be wade np, thus minimising deley in delivery at many of the smaller offices.

The old van, which had been in use for some years, was ot sufficienily large to meet present re
quirements ; 1t had, in fact, not been specially designed for the work and was badly lighted and il
vertilatad. .

Fires—The store in which the Marburg Po:t and Telegraph Office was situated. was ‘totall;
destroyed by fire on the evening of Junnary 3rd. Alil Government property—including stamps ant
] orders — was destroyed, with the exception of a sovereign which was afterwards recovered in ¢
ged cordition. The telegraph office was re-opened on Februury 2ud, postal business haviiz in the
hiime heen carvied un at the IS)ub—P(;asi:masl;er’:i residence. '

he Post Office at Bulstrodes, Durban, was burat on July 11th, and postal pmperty—uincludiné
8, cards and wrappers to the value of £9 11s. 7d.-~was destroyed or dawmaged. Urdinary Posta
ss was rezumed in adjacent premises on the 13th idem and Money Order and Postal Order trans
g on the 22nd. -

fire broke out on the night of the 1st October in the premises in which the post office at Wey
trban, was situated, resniting in the disappearance of a quantity of postal property, incl din
“a,, to the value of £58 4s. 10d. B
rosecutions, Robberies, ete.—A railway guard was sentenced in March last to two year’s imprism::
vith hard labour for robbing muils entrusted to his eare during their conveyance on the Glenco;
on - Nqutu Road branch line in Qctober, 1003, - :

E coloured man was convicted at Eshowe of forging the signiture of a Buropean to a telegram an
po-tal orders, valned #£1 each, whereby payment of the latter was obtained, and was sentencet
onths’ hard labour and 20 Jashes. ‘ ¥

il
¥y
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Another coloured man, charged with receiving the money, xnowing it to have been stolen, was also

convicted and sentenced to two months’ hard laboar.

A Native was convicted at Dundee of fraudulently claiming a letter +gtended fo: another Native and
attempting to cash a Money Order for £5 which was contained therein. A sentence of four months™
hard babo was impoesed. * .

A Native Messenger at Paulpieterchurg, convieted of stealing a registered letter containing a Money

‘or £6, was seutenced to six months’ nard labeur and 15 strokes with the birch.

Suspicion having arisen owing to the uon-receipt of a letter containing 3:., forwarded in a private .

bag to the Postmazte Mooi River, a similar letter as a test was enclosed in the bag. This letter also

s
ir

failing to veach itz uilon, the Jative carrier who conveyed the bag was taken to the Police Station
and search-d, when ti. ini—whiel. had been marked—iwere found concealed in a’Io!d of bis coat. H.S'.
subsequently was charged with theft, found guilty, £=d sentenced to three months’ hard labour and 15
Inshes. .

On the night of the 23rd-24th March, mail bags from Pietermaritzburg and Durban to Van
Reenen and from Pietermaritzburg to Besters were stolen from the grard's van of = train between
Pietermar”. arg and Mooi River. The last mentioned bag was found empty three weeks later three-
quarters .~ mile anove Roshoff’s Road station!

The matter was placed in the hands of the Railway Police, who, however, were unsuccessfnl in
their endeavours to trace the offender or offedders.

Tke Railway Station at Phemx was broken into on the night of the 13th April, and Stamps
and Postal Orders to the value of £7 3s. 3d. damaged, whilst” £2 1s. 1d., the p operty of this
Department, was stolen. The exlprits—two Natives—were arrested by the Railway Police, and
sentenced to three years’ hard labour each. -

The Railway Station at Keunion was also entered on the night of the 26ih-27th August, and
Postage Stamps and cask to the value ot £8 2s. 3d., belonging to this Department, abrtracted from the

sate. No clue was discovered, and the Police were conseguently unable to make uny arrests.

On the night of the 18th October, the Berea Road Post Uffice. Durbaz, was enteved, and the cafe
removod to the back of the premises. Attempis had been made to epen it which proved futile.

A dhiirglary was committed ot Clairmont Railway Station on the night of the 30th October, Postal

rd Sfamps amonis '11d. being stolen. Postal Orders to the value of 4z. 9d. were.
e & i -Fecovered near the station. Four Native: were arrested on suspicion,
S inne-10The lack 6f evidence, and no further arrests have been made.

Erogress mc{’fSQQ.-—,—;—AJghough_there has, during the year, been a considerable falling off in the
number of 1éu &rs, ete., dealt with'as compared with 1903, T see ro cause for alarm, for I find that the

work done was more than %ggigé{_a_s ﬁch as that dealt with doring the year 1889 (the year the Boer
War breke ont). T oyEER RS SRETE A

. During the year 1899 22,661,953 Letters and Parcels were dealt with, while Izt );ezar the nuniber
was 53,395,108,

Similarly the telegraph work done dnring the year shows a large increase over that for 1899, the
total number of telegrams deslt with being as follows :—

1904 . 2,266,697
1899 . 1,644,565
~ or an increase of 622,132, ‘
Ce ~forms nol yet practicable.—1 regret that, in consequence of the faliing Revenne, it has
not bee- _.med advisable to reduce the parcel post rate or inerease the vieight of the 1d. letter.

Theze are reforms which I am anxious to see curried out,and I trust that at no Aistant date the finaness
of the Colony will admit of itz being doze. .
) E:zpress‘_Deiicery.—-Proposals. have already been put forward for the imuroduction of an express
delivery service at the more important towns of +*he Colony, and as sor 2+ 1 receive the necessry
sanction, the service will be established. )

Artreles delivered in Durban. -The mumber of postal packets, cchir thoan pareels, delivesod 1
Durban during the year was 18,754,944, whilst the parcels numbered 97,760

otor Car Muil Services.—1n several instances when post cart contract: have heen vacunt, tenders
for « service by Motor Uar have been called for, but in no ens¢ has anvone zent in a Tenler. Even
persons in the Motor Car business do not, apparently, sce their way to nudertake a service by M-tor
Car, and from this and the failnre of the Motor Car experiment ou the Pot-hefstroon-Mafeking Post
Ronte, one cau only eouaclude that the time is not vet vipe for Motor Post (ar services.  Certain it s
that the cost of zuch services wou!d be greatly in exce:s of those performed by the present post carts,
while the freqiiency with which on heavy roads motor cars cail would rewler those zervivces far less
relinble than they are now.

. C. MAXWELL-HIBBERD,

Pistermaritzbu.g, Po:tmaster-Greneral..
2lst February, 1805,

-
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POSTAL AND TELEGRAPH EXPENDITURE

.

. Actual Post and Telegraph Expenditure : - .
£ s d £ s
Salaries ... w. 118,784 18 7 '
Mails ... 22190415 0
Contingent and Other E<penses 3,857 3 11
- Miscellaneons . 20,569 9 5
Rent .. . . S 2554 0 4 _ :
Frcess of Revenue over Expenditu-e . 38,016 7 ¢
e : : : . £205976 15 ©
Indivect Chavrges to be taken up i _ ) .
Pensions, etc., paid through Treasury (Schedule 1) " 1,127 19 0
Stationery, etc., paid through Colonial Secretary (Schedule 2) 3,440 18 7 .
Travelling and Subsistence paid through Colonial Secretary ) v
- (SChedu].E 2) ! s en e 132 8 5
: : . 25137 0
Interest on Telegraph Loas Works (Schedule 3) . 4,994 15 4
Interest on Postal Buildings from Loans (Schedule 4) ... ' 8,140 18 10
Works and Services Met by P.W.D. (Schedule 5) 11,631 4 8
Raiiway Passes supplied free e oo - 1,848 4 ©
. . £26,316 8 10,
Excess of Revenue over Expenditure v 38,016 7 &
Liess Excess of Services received over-rendered... T B4.R65 16 2

£13,350 11 7

o
o
L,

'
Lt L ..-‘
e M i SRR
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AXND REVEN UE FOR THE YEAR 1903-04.

Actual Post aad Tetegraph Revenue.
Sale of Postage Stamps :—

Postal ... -
Less transferred to Stamp

Postage

Fees of (ffirz t—
Money Ouder Commission
Fees on Money Orders issued
Dostal Order Poundage ...
Private Box Fees .
Private Bag Fees
Commission on Siamps purchased

- Telegraph Revenne :—
‘Sale of Stamps

Registration Fees .
Telephone Bubscriptions .. e

Military Telegramas

Miscellaneous :—

~ Special Receipts :— ,
gostal ’h ) ar ; -
Telegrap R

Sale of G%)r:ernment Property s
Sums Refunded , -
Reimbursements e
Fines ...

. ‘ Lapsed Mongy Orders pa.i:i- to Revenue

Total Revenue

- Indirect Credits to be Allowed :—
) Superannuation deductions 7
Reat for Quarters, paid to P.W.D. cas

- Erxcess of Services Received over Services Rendered

-

‘Amount ‘Expended in Postage on Oversea Letters
L Conveyance of Official Letters
LA T'ransmission of Official Telegrams e
= Registration of Official Telegraphic Addresses
C Official Telephone Connections ™~ ...

-l Postage on Colonial Newspapers
' Upkeep of Electrie Bells, Government Offices
Upkeep of Observatory Line
50 per cent. on Military Telegrams

- 862 0

£ = d
. 182,800 5 B
o 58500 0 O

e e — e

_ 3
6,198 12 8
633 9 3
1927 1 8
436 8 5

70

51,329 6 3

840 3 6

4,580 12 6

865 15 1

. 159 5 4
- 1.0 9O
. 44 15 9
93 4 11

) 4,702 10 0
- 3216 7
844 18 6

1,470 11 3
. 180 1 B

-

In Addition, the [!epartﬁmf Bendered the following Services Free, viz 1~

154
. 16,180
10,138

65

877

8,123
91
12

MOweON O
bt
OO SO O

o0
=13
O
Yt

|

& g. d. ~

124,300 5 8
8315 1 8

10,057 19 1}

57,624 17 6

T——

5,675 11\-.\._\1 ‘l

£205,976 15 0 -

1,650 12 8
24,665 16 2

£26,316 8 10

36,306 18 10

-
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF MONEY ORDERS ISSUED.

1903, 1904, Inerense, Trecrease,
Payable in
- Ko, Amount, Na Amount, Na Amonnt. Na Amoriat,

S £ s d £ & d £ 8 d £ 8 d
Natal 21,654 62,042 15 1 | 21,692 80,086 17 & 38 1,948 17 7
United Kingdom 75,907 249,011 5 7 | 70.859 213,898 13 10 5,048 T35112 111 9
Cope Colony 6,879 - 19,811 11 ¢ 5,362 17,804 5 1 517 2,107 6 8

Transvaal 8,101 20903 2 8 | 5757} 23,028 13 6 656 2,035 10 10
-brange River Colony 568 3,883 19 4 825 3,395 6 9 43 488 12 7
Rhodesia . 100 383 6 7 71 260 14 11 29 127 11 8
ét. Helené 4 145 4 0 G4 88 1% 0 10 b6 14 0
‘.Ma.liﬁtius 1,192 .4,168 18 8 951 2,571 6 5 241 1,597 12 3
India 15,935 102,684 6 3 | 14256 | 91,169 15 4 1,679 11,514 10 11
 Austrslia 3,606 31918 7 6 | 5365 92,982 15 9 1,331 934 11 9
Ceylon 50 181 16 & o 142 8 8 4 9 710
Britizs Central Africgl. 7 i1 2 5 7 1 2 5
Mozambique 21 104 ‘3. 6 21 104 3 6 - ,
Totals 133,462 515,340 16 4 |125,277 455,543 11 3 719 ‘9,139 14 4 8,905 61,936 19+ 5

1 | .
Ner Drcrease :—Ne., 8,186; Val o, £59,797 8s, 1d.
AL B s

A
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF MONEY ORDERS FAID.

1908, 1904, Tnerense. Decreage.
Egsued in, .
Ro. Amount, No. Amount. No. Awmount, No. Amennt,
£ & d £ s d £ b d £ s d
. Natal 21,530 81,983 5 0O 21,689 80,134 16 3 138 | 1848 8 9
~ United Kingdom ¢ 5,445 20,720 4 1 | 6,149 21,635 8 10 704 915 4
Cape Colony 6,841 25509 6 6 | 7,22 | 2441616 1 291 1,092 11 &
‘4. Trangvasl ... 20,971 84,413 3 9 | 18,937 79,61’9 1Im o7 - 2,034 5393 12 2
Orange River Colony 4,528 12,329 6 10 | 3,687 12,183 18 10 841 145 B ©
 Rhodesia 545 2399 10 5 405 1,554 12 8 140 844 17.; 9
St. Helena 10 50 2 0 6 43 6 8 4 6156 4
Mauriting 33 205 156 10 141 T 5 8 88 a9 10
' Ingie 108 420 14 10 1o 403 711 1 611
Australia 514 2318 7 3 452 1,602 8 10 62 T15 18 5
Ceylon g 2112 2 10 33 5 4 4 113 2
Biitish Central Afriea 37 65 14 11 36 90 811 - 33 14 0 1
Meran.bigue 4 8 9 4 4 B & 4
Totals 60,709 | 230,437 3 7 58,858 221,905 15 11 1,23t w3121 3,082 10,064 18 9

Ner Deoreass : No, of Ordlers, 1,851 ; Value, £6,581 7s. &

L
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ORDERS ISSUED BY THE ADJOINING ADMINISTRATIONS AND .
PATD IN NATAL. '

Thenomination, Totals.

| s % F o | 3 | w D o4 | 45 s ) T8 10e |0 | 126 151 | 2 | Mo Amoant.

: ) i £ 5 &
“Gape Colony . | 365( 256 | .o | 876 o | o | o | oo | 346 56 310|..|..| 36 3| 5692316 84510 o

“Tramsyask ... .| 658 817 | 545 | 755 | 523 | 295 | 501 | 261 [1,304 | 240 {1,754 |220| ... |485| ... 4185 [i2212] 6,506 15 6
q?aqg:é;g,ivei Colomy| 213} 122| 208 | 224 | 177| 2| i96| 79| 380 107 | 392 | 73| .. |102| .| 613 3012| 1236 13 6
Rhodesis. ... wloael sl el | e | e s w2 2| =] 2] 4015 6§
BCA e | 81 7o 70w | e | e b8 | B0 el ]| 25| 58 33 :

o5

- Totols,. 1904 - 11,255 | T09 | 753 1134 T00 | 407 | 697 | 270 (2,188 | 488 {2,479 [802] 2{630 5,413 17,700 8,762

(=41

- _‘\LQO?» e | 71V 0 4LL | 381 026, 387 1781 311 | 151 1,132 | 145 [1,357 |113| 4|307 2,752 | 9,261 | 4477

-

F Dnoremse .. .| 544 208 | 372 | 448 | s63| 220 | 386 | 179 1,096 | i3 (1122 (189 ... 323|... 2,661 | B443| 4,288

" Deereage .. 0 ..o .. b . .

w

e |21 e 4
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Totals, .

“Whera Paid.
3 46 | 5 l 7 ’ 10/- ‘ 1066 18- No. . Amonnt.
‘ £ s
Natal 2,714 1,442 2,737 1,233 3,277 50,102| 40,456 13
Cape Colony ... 192 95 78 44 107 3,353| 1,388 18
Orangc River
Cot, 1y 9 12 3 28 789 209 1
Rhodesia 2 i 1% 4 16
Tronsvaal 141" 74 126 34 80 3072 1,790 18
B.C.A, 2 " 3 16
K 4
Totals, 1904 3,070 1,620 2,957 1,314 3,493 58,236 43,041 2
Totals, 1003 1,193 588 2,634 162 2,877 71,087| 35,553 B
Incresse 1,884 1,032 323 52 516 19,682 8,638 4
Decrease ‘or 2,513 250 10
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".OMPAhATIVE STATEM™.NT OF POSTAL DRATFTS ISSUEDL AND COLLECTED IN THE COLONY,
— h ] :
' Drafts Issued, Drafta Honouored,
Country of Tnsue. 1903, 1904. Tnerease. Decrensa, 1803, 10H. ‘Tncrenge, Deeren:e.
; i IS Y
No.’ Amotnt. | Ne.| Amovnt, |No| Amovnt. |No| Amonnt. |Wo.| Amount. |No| Amomnt. |No.| Amount. |Ne. Amount.
i 1
. | £ s d £ s d. £ & 4 £ s d. £ 8 4 £ s 4. £ g d £ e d
‘Natal .1 83153 11 4 |116| 382 0 3163|228 8 11 |... 107011 411 (34| 117 14 6 (24| 106 9 7T |... e
Cape Cclony ... | 54| 159 14 8| 62 2002 ¢f.. .. 134716 1 |16] 2218 4| 3 e e | 2417 9
Qiange River
Colony: R B - El 10 17 4 ... ves &
107/293 6 01R1[558 5 0% 128919 0 .. . 2315971 0(56)140 12 10 (27106 9 7 |..|2¢17 9
|
b
Drafts Tssued :~—Net Tnerease: No, of Drafts 74; Value £259 19s. 0d.
s . Dafts Henoured :—Net Incrense: No. of Drafts 27; Value £81 11s 10d.
; [zt s A .

’ ot -L‘
PR
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' STATEMENT OF THE POST OFFICES AND AGENCIES OPEN ON DECEMBER |
31sT, 1904, AS COMPARED WITH THE NUMBER OPEN ON:DECEMBER

31sT, 1903.

- Olass of Office. (1903, 1904, Inecredge, Decrease.
Post Offices 277 204 17
Post Office’ Agencies 62 - 65 3
339 359 20

s

STATEMENT OF POST OFFICES AND AGENCIES OPENED DURING 1904.

Name of Office.

Bervice Xstablished.

*ime of Office,

Bervice Establshed.

o Alpha .
,, Avondale Rd. (Durba;l)
.~ Berea Road (Durban)...
,~ Bingham’s Nek
, Ceza
» Dingley Dale
v East End {Durban)
~ East (Stranges)
» Elandskop...
v Fairfield

Two ds}ys/; week
Town :?;uri_J-Ofﬁce
Do,
Six days a week
Two days a sveek
Six days a week
Town Sub-Office
Six days . week
do.
do.
do.

Two days o week

Six days 2 week

JInkenza ...
L Kalabasi ...

Kongolona

- Makowie

-Mhlumayo

. Pepworth

~Red Hill

Sunkel’s Drift
Sweetwaters

Teylor's

|-Tinley Manor

. Winkle Spruit

H Kangela St. (Eshowe)

Six days a week
Do.
Do.

Two days a week - . ‘

Three days a week
Two days a week
Six days a week

Do.

Three days a week

Six days a week
Do.
Do.
Deo.

. Cora Linn
Kingston

- The following Offices and Agencies were closed :—

" Mayor's Walk ( Pietermaritzhurg)

’ Modder Spruit
. Welkom
Woodaide

P

PR
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" COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF CORRESP
WITHIN THE COLOXNY; OF CORRE
COLONY; AND OF NUMBER OF ARTICLES
WITHIN THE COLONY.

ONDENCE RECEIVED FOR DELIVERY
SPONDENCE POSTED WITHIN THE
REGISTERED AT OFFICES

10,659

Correspondence Received. 1903, 1904, \ Increass. Decrease.

" Letters, Ordinary ... 19,335,626 | 17,484,506 1,851,122
.7 Letters, Official 1,594,736 1,503,788 90,948
" Posteards 763,880 | 736,554 . 27,326 -
Parcels 220,740 204,724 16,016

Books and Sample Packets 3,316,300 2,762,568 553,352
Papers 5,035,472 | 4,770,792 264,880
Total 30,266,756 | 27,463,332 2,803,424

“ " {orrespondence Posted 27,227,668 | 25,624,968 1,532,700

- Articles Registered 247,467 236,808 .

-COMPA-RATIVE STATEMENT OF ARTICLES DFEALT WITH IN THE
RETURNED LETTYER BRANCH.

'Uorrespondence. 1908, 1904. Increase. Decrease.

‘Retarned to senders within the Colony 91,620 99,987 8,367
Returned to other Countries ... 88,329 75,783 12,546
Destroyed - 97,559 55,300 42,259
Total ... 277,508 | 231,070 8,367 54,805

Net Decrease, 46,438,
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GOMPARATIVE STATEMENTS OF THE NUMBER OF BAGS AND CASES OF PARCELS DEALT WITH.

1903, 1804 Ineroage. Decrease. .
Exchanged between Offices i the Colony fn 419,328 413,452 “ 5,876
Despatched to adjoining Territories .., ‘e 48,823 42,259 3,434
Received from adjoining Porritories . 40,942 46,574 5,632
Bags despatched to the United Kingdom A 4,234 4,422 188
Bags reeeived from the United Kingdom ‘ 10,914 11,115 201 o <.
E Bags despatehed to Fm:eign Comntries .. 1,920 1,443 477 &
Bags received from Foreign Countries ... 5,490 3,441 2,049
Bags received in Trapsit ... - 11,562 10,842 720 |
Boxes of Parcels.despatchod to the United Kingdom vy 419 389 30 . K
Boxes of Parcels received from the United Kingdom . 5436 4,688 748 I
i v
Totals ... . 539,070 538,625 9,455 9,900

Net Decrease :—445.
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF FOREIGN AND OVERBERG PARCELS TRAFFIC.

[ S .

1903, 1804 Inerease. Decrense,
Noumber of Parceis despntched to the Uniied Kingdom and Porelgn
Countries.. 16,061 14,114 1,947
Nomber of Parcels veceived from the United Kingdom and Foreign
Countries... er - - . 68,625 58,805 10,017
Total .. 84,686 72,722 11,964
£ s. d. £ s. d. £ 8. d.
Value of Articles Exported to the United ngdom and I‘orelgn -
: Cotmtries... e . 12,274 13 3 10,385 6 0 1,889 7 3
. Value of Articles Imperted from the Umted ngdom and Foreign
Courtries... 143453 8 1 111,616 6 10 31,837 1 3
Amount of Cuaboms Dues collected on Parcels and Letters from other
_ Countries... o | 12188 711 9,418 6 14 2748 1 9}
't Ic cluding Cuetoms Collections made on Overberg Pareels during the first norticn of the year 1903, o
{
- T e
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF MILEAGE OF POSTAL ROUTE;OPEﬁ.

Service. 1903, 1304, Increase. | Decrease.
-Railway T ee 795% 779 37%
Post Cart 4874 4763 11
Carrier 2,533 2,571} 38
Total S 3,780} 3,845 154 11
t : .

NeT INCREASE —641,

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF EXTENT OF POSTAL ROUTE TRAVERSED

IN MILEAGE.
Bervica. 1903, 1904, Inerease. Dacrease,
Railway S lo,29171 | 1,333,181 . *85,990
Post Cart 298,072 230,984 2,012 '
Carrier . e | 1,048346 | 1,000,540 51,194 .
Total 2,605,589 | 2,663,705 54,106 85,990

*Dus to the tiscontinuance of certain trains,

NET DECREAIE :—31,884.

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT SHOWING MILEAGE OF TELEGRAPH AhD
TELEPHONE LINE AND WIRE

Year ended 31st Vrcember, 1903

Year ended 31s. I somber, 1904

Telegraph. Telephone. Private Wires.
Line, ‘Wire, Lins, Wire, Line, o
Miles | Miles, Miles, Mllieg M%E;'s. 'EEI&?
i — —
1,722 | 4,6773 864 LT 38 154}
1,793 J 5,590% 110% | 1,774} 291 1681
i
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TRLEGRAPHS.] . o - k
RETURN OF CABLE TEAFFIC ¥OR THE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, .1904..
N | Nomber of | Number of . ‘ o - :
Mé“slﬁx;ﬂz; 28' D&g’ss:;eg ) Asingans réceived Payments G'Valua of " f'l‘ota.l_anaagnﬁ- : P,;
ceived from | collacted in Paymentsa A ived fram mage by overnment Dm“e.ty T
Bastern  |South Africa to monnt received | wagiern Company | Restern Telograph Mes?ges o epprimen P%a &
Monra, Company for | aud handed Toial. |Eastern and Western on hehalf on account Compan %or rﬁcelv.e from | Menasges rageived .
trgnamission | to Bastern Telegraph BS.A gf of Mesnages handed a.sﬁel:n Tele- B ta,_r?'m - 3]
tx;éguth (t,}ompa;yﬁar } Compaxiee. 5.8, Lompany. I’ri{t)a.ili Reply toD;partm_eqh for | 3FAD %&mpgny | Rt _r_nfo.rompan d
Stngjtl;[s[. rn;ﬁl:% as.dﬂfou gamages. re. anEmlﬁanQ- restransmission,]| ; ;}':
£ & 4 £ s 4 £ s d £ s d | £ s d £ e d §]
u . ) 3716 5 o . '
January 1,194 1,019 2,213 £0 711 34 6 41 22 14 1 50 0 4 817 8
*
February ... | 1,183 955 | 2,138 i g%} 28 9 8 6 4 4 4111 | 670
* - .
March o | 1319 | 1,088 | 2407 o1 0 } a3 2 15 19 11 51 6 9 | 1017 1
. . p
April o | 1,207 1422 2,629 s 3 ;} 3111 9 16 9 0 51 3 0| 915 1
, ’ o 19 4 T :
Mey 1,272 1,089 2,361 475 4 IO-,‘_;} 3018 8 14 17 -3 | 50 13 113} 4 810
L74 = |
June 993 1,019 2,012 o e :’,} 23 6 0| 1010 2 310 7 | 6 30
* 3 .
July - | 1,003 1,015 2,108 25 18 %Jﬁ} 3819 73 51 3 012 4 | 613 5
TTT 2 . '
Angust .1,(117 L83 1. 2,100 387 14 9%} 3712 7+ TI1T 0 37 15 '3 791
= 1 8
. 9
September 1,130 1,017 2,147 198 15 7 } 40 14 41 12 i3 6 4419 6 8 3 45
. o - *%w 8 9 -
Qetober el 1,196 1,164 2,360 o } 34 3 3 L5 1] 47T 76| 5010,
. ]
1 , 016 11 {
November 1,249 1,117 2,366 463 3 11 3213 0% 19 9 3% 48 110 (6 610,
! = *109 7 3°
Pecembher 1,03:) 1,04 2,099 270 19 8} 24 2 4% 8 5 3 . 3913 4 6 6 8
Total .| 13,918 | 12,992 | 26040 | 5309 8 2} | 398 013} | 151 6 2 | 541 3 4 | 86 811 | p6 19 43 I
' . . ;.é
. - < " Western. . %
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