OF THE

FO%. THE

YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1303.

*
PIETERMARITZBURG ¢
“TIMES” PRINTING AND PUBLISHING COMPANY, L1D.
& -

. 1904



http://www.cvisiontech.com/

e v,

Report of the Postmaster-General for the Year emied
3ist December, 1303,

Tae E«x0ugRABLE THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,—

' I have the honour to submit my report on thé Post Office Departwment for the year ended -
31st December, 1903, .

I reached Natal from the Imperial Service on the 12th May last, and took np my appointment on
the following day. .

The total revenne of the Department ! Postal and Telegraph Branches) for the financial year ended
30th June, 1903, amonnted to £238,778 11s. 11d., as compared with £193,521 6s. 8d.—the previous
year’s vevenne—and the expenditure to £168,099 10s. 1d. as compared with £126,162 10s. 3d. for the
preceding financial year.

The reverme thns exceeded the expéniiitnre by £70,679 1s. 10d.

" The estimated value of work done for other Government Departments, for which no payment is
made, was £38,632 3s. 11d., 2nd the postage value of newspapers conveyed free abont £7,000, '

Adding these items to the surplus revenne brings the valne of the Post Office” surplus up to
£116,311 3s. 9d.

There are, however, charges paid ont of other Departments’ Votes, such as interest on loans, Office
expenses, erection of and repairs to Post Office buildings—amonnting spproximately to £17,107 13s. 8d.,
which shonld be charged against my Department, and these charges reduce the snrplus to £99,203 12s.—
which may be taken as the actnal profit to the Government on the year’s working.

PostarL DEPARTMENT.

The rates of postage to Sonthern Rhodesia and the Bechnanaland Protectorate have been redneed,
and are now the same as to other -places in the South African Postal Union. .

A direct exchange of parcel mails has been arranged betv sen Natal and Aunstralasia at a rednced
rate of postage, and the time occnpied is considerably less than when snch parcels were forwarded zix
the United Ringdom.

Private post cards are now accepted for transmission to all countries, under certain conditions, at
the rates appheable to officisl post cards.

_ Money Orders may now be sent to Uganda and to certain Portuguese Colonies, throngh tue
E;erme!ilary of the British Post Office, and Telegraph Money Orders may be exchanged with Sonth~n
odesia.

An exchange of Postel Orders has besn arranged with Rhodesia and the British Central Afiica
Protectorate.

Arrangements have been made with the Cape Colony, Orange River Colony, Transraal, Rhodesias
and the British Central Afriea P'rotectorate whereby nmised postage stamps of the conntry of origin, not
exceeding 5d. in valne on any ene Order, may he affixed to Postal Orders to make np broken amounts,
and will be include? in the sum payable on presentation. ‘

... The proposal made to the Imperial Post Office in the year 1900, for an exchange of Postal Orders
with Natal, has been considered by the Home Postal Anthorities, and arrangements that will admit of
the sending of small sims from the Colony to the United Kingdom, at a rednced fee, will probably be
concluded at an early date.
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: In April, the train from Cape Town that conveyed the Inward Ewropean mail which had been
- arriving at Pietermaritzburg at 4.45 and Durban at 8.50 p.m. on Satardays, was accelerated. It was

possible to arrange for a further acceleration in December, and the mails are row due to reach the former
town at 8.0 a.m., and the lattex at 1.0 p.m. on Fridays. :

connect, at Grermiston with a fast traio due to reach Cape Town on Wednesday, two hours before the
HIE Ocean Mail Packet sailed) to despatch suppleméntary ixails to the United Kingdom, and, owing to the
- - much later posting afforded the public, the arrangement made with Messrs. Rennie & Sons and King &
: P Sons for the conveyance of the Durban portion of the msil to Cape Town by sea was term:}mbed.

. o . v :
New, Post Office Buildings have, during the year, been érected at Dundee, Charlestown, Lower

and Howick/Offices have bien enlarged.

At Durban. where the work had outgrown the premises occupied, the old Market House has been
- altered and fitted up as a Sorting Office. The work in connection with this alteration having been
completed on the 28th November, the sorting of letters and parcels was transferred to the new brilding
on tﬁe following day. The additional accommodation which this has given 1ai enabled the Department
to increase the number of private boxes from 500 to 1,000, and more working space has been provided

" for both Sorting 1 lerks and Postmen.

The space vacated in the Town Hall will ke utilised to extend the public counters—a worlgavhich,
I regret, conld not be done in time for the Christmas pressnre—and for improving the accemmodation
for t+ Ppstmaster and Telegraph Messengers. -

Jwing to the limited space Erovided for the Accounts Branch of the Chief Office, it was esseatial
1 that additional accommodation shonld be obtained, and a large room in the Town Hall has been rented,
b with the result that the work is new being done by the Staff under more satisfactory conditions.

Money Order Offices have bren opened at Paulpieté{'sburg, and the Wes{ End, Durban.
L The following changes have been made in the Gesignations of existing Post Offices :— )

v Himeville (Bulwer), altered to Underberg.

wHlabisa Rail, ... vy s Somkele, _
~# Umblali River, ... w5 Chaka’s Kiaal.
v Underberg .( Van Reenen), altered to Wyford.

During the year 34 Post Offices and Postal Agencies were opened and i2 closed, making the total
number 339, as compared with 37 in 1502, ) -

The Post Office at Alcock’s Sp%ii; has been transferred to the Railway Station.

A post cart service was established between Rosetta and Kamberg, bui this has since been replaced
by a mounted carrier service. ‘

The post cart service between Nqutu Road and Vryheid was discontinued on the opening of the
Railway.

From June 1st, the Post Office took over the entire work in connection with the sale to the publia
of the new issue of starips (King’s fi. ) which are available for postage, telegraphic, and all” cther
revenie purposes. '

The Conference of the Representatives of the Sounth African Postal Union, which it was expected
would be held in August, was, at the request of the Cape Post Office, furtl- - : 'stponed. It is believed
however, that it will be possible for the Conference to take place at Bloemt. . next Augnst,

Deaip axp RaTury CORRESPONDENCE.

- are given herennder :—

Ordinary letters returned to 'wrri.ters in the Colony - .. 87652

) Registered letters returned to writers in the Colony - «, 368 .
o Returned unopened to Foreign countries BT 88,329
- ' Destroyed owing to illegitile addresses, and senders being unknown 097,559

_ More than half the letters destroyed were written by natives whose namesand addresses were
- illegible. Many letters from Enropeans were not returnable owing to the Christian names of writers
= only being given. S -

Advantage was taken in April of the 9.10 a.m. train from Durban on Sundays {which was found to -

fm LA by

_:' : Uckomsas, Vernladf, Weenef, Richm¥nd, Port Shepstone, Stangéf and Melmoth, aud the Greytown v

T The following pa-ticulars of the Articles received and dealt with in the Retvrned Letter Branch :

PR
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. Articles of value in the form of Cheques, Morey Orders, Postal Orders, Drafts, and Postage Stamps
_which were found in ordinary letters returned within the Uolozy, amounted to £5,526 9s. 4d.

A large numher of Articles without wrappers—principally Newspapers—reach the Colony hy the
European Mail. The reason for this is owing to the insecrre wrapping ard the flimsy covers in which
they are enclosed.

TELEGRAPH BEANCH.

A

The following comparative statemént shows the traffic dealt with during the last two years :—

Year. Forwarded. j{{eceived. Transmitted, Potal, Inorease. Decrease.
1902, 960,126 972,696 1,146,914 3,079,736 402,706 s
1903. 723,648 784,420 1,041,964 2,550,082 ven 529,704

The decrease is doe to a falling off in the military traffie.

For the finuncial year ended 30th June, 1903, the receipts for telegrapbic business amounted to
£70,061 185 10d.  £11,499 4. 3. represented the vale of work done or GGovernment Departments,
and £7,433 18s. 8d. the 50 per cent. reduction authorised by the Government on telegrams transmitted
on hehalf of the Military Aut orities, making a total of £88,994 19s. 94, a decrease on the previous
year of £35,086 1Cs. 4d.

The privilege granted to the Imperial Military Aunthorities the previons year of free telegraphic
traffic up to a value of £1,500 per annum calenlated at full rates—snhsequent telegrams to be charged
for at half ordinary rates—has been modified, and under the new arrangement all military messages are
paid for at half the ordinary rates. o

The amount received from the Military Authorities for the transmission of Military t-legruvas was
£10,151 5s. 6d., a decrease of £21,142 145 7d. on the previous year’s collections.

The following Telegraph and Telgphone Offices were opened duving the year :—

v Aleock Spruit v Hiahiza ¥ St. Faith’s
v Blood River .v K-wamhonamhi . v Somkele
« Boshaff's Rodd v Marine Colliery.  Tweedie

v Buffalo River « Mount Moveland v Umfolosi
v Cedara / ¥ nlpietershurg + Underherg
 Bropangs v Keichengu

v Highhur, v Riet Vlei

. v v —
The iollowing L :es were closed during the year :—Brynhella, Fountain Hall, Marine Celliery,
and Umbulwana? '

On the 31st December there were 200 Talegraph Offices in the Colony, as compared with 186 the
previous year. '

In the engineering branch » large mumb: * of works were carried out during the year, the most
important of these being :— - .

\

New Lixes EreoTED.

Umhlatnzi to Somkele { Zululand Railway).
Buffalo River to Vryheid (skirting railway).
Greytown to Riet Vlei.

Highfiats to St. Faith’s.

Bulwer to Underberg Laager.

Somkele to Hlabisa Magistracy.

Vryheid to Panlpietershurg,.

Chaka's Kraal to Umhlali Village.

Hlovo River to Illovo Village.

Good progress was also made with the new telegraph line along the railway between South Coast
Junction and Maritzhurg, the construction party having reached a point close to Maritzburg on the
31st Decemher. One of the additional wires on this line is being connected between Durhan and
Maritzhurg and the intermediate railway stations up to Inchanga on either side for public telegrams.
This will not only relieve the congestion on the Railway Department’s wire, but will greatly facilitate
the despatch of puhlic telegrams. '

L
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. last year at the request of the municipal authorities.

£

New Wiges Erpctep oy Existive LiINEs oF PoLEs. )

One-wire Durban to Lower Tugeia,- for Railway Departmen_ﬁ. )

One wire, Avoca to Vernlam (connecting intermediate stations for public telegrams).

One wire, North Shepstone to Port Shepstone (for public telegrams). ' _ )

- One wire between Dundee and Vryheid (on railway poles) to replace temporary military wire.
One wire, Port Shepstons to Batstones, to form a loop for direct telegraph working with Durban.

Two wires between Durban and Maritzburg (portion of scheme for providing improved facilities
with Transvaal. The continnation of this work, viz., the erection of three ndii<<nal wires betr een
Greytown and Dundes, is now in progress). ‘ .

The following lines were overhauled during the year :—*

Melmoth to' Ubombo. - (The wooden poles originally erected on this line were replaced with iron
polg_es). : X

South Coast J unction to Port Shepstone (along railway).

Durban to Lower Tugela. {Carried out concurrenily with the erection-of additional wires for

- Railway Department).

Electric Train Staff instruments have been fitted up at the following stations :—

Alverstone. Grenford. - St. Ives.
Boshoff’s Road. Inkwelo. Tweedie.
Cedara. Padleys. ‘Walisend.

The installing of Telephone exchanges at the np-country towns was commerced at Ladysmith,

-where the exchange was opened on the lst November, 1903, the number of comnections established
“on the 31st December being 67. - — :

: . ) e
At Dundee the work was commenced in November, and the system opened oa the ist February,
1804, with 50 connections. .

. The number of counnections to these systems was so far in excess of the number promised and pro-

vided for that the vote was unfortunately exhausted hefore the Newecastle system could be taker in
hand. An item is, however, being inserted in next year’s Kstimates for the establishment of this system,
and the work will be proceeded with immediately the necessary funds are available.

The conversion of the Maritzburg Telephone system from a single wire to a metallic circuit system,
and the transfer of the system to new (temporary) premises at the back of the new Post Office, has
made satisfactory progress, and it is hoped the work will be complsted and the new system in working
order by the end of the present financial year.

New switchboards are being erected, and these will enable accommodation to be provided for 800
subscribers—the present accommodation is for 400 subscribers only. :

This work was delayed at the outset owiug to a scarcity of skilled labour, in consequence of which

" the Department had to send to the Imperial service for twelve skilled constraction workmen.

In carrying out the work many changes of wires have had to be made, and these have unavoidably
caused contacts and interruptions to subscribers’ wires. To the credit, however, of those who have been
employed on the work these interruptions have not been excessive, and it is confidently anticipated that
with the bringing into use of the new system, with its independent “ring off ” and other advantages, the

_annoyances and drawbacks of the piesent system will entirely disappear.

Several_private telephone lines have been)_ erected in differént parts of the Colony, and a number of
new connections have been established with the Durban Railway Telephone Exchange.

Other works of a minor cheracter have been undertaken for the Railway Department, including
the insiallation of Syke’s Block Signalling system for trains in the signal cabins between Durban an
South Coast Junction and Durban and Greyville, and the taking over of the electric treadles and alarm

eystems at road crossings on the Point, North Coast, and Greytown Railway lines.

The construction of a line for telephonic communication between Pietermaritzburg and Darban

was postponed, but it is hoped that it will be possible to commence the work early in the next financial
{ year. : ' T4 .

Nothing has yet been done with respect to establishing 2 Fire Alarm's
to connect the more important Government Offices with the Fire Brigade oftice

ction iyas suspended

AT T

tem in ‘Pletermatitzburg

deited B0t g el
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The charges collected during the rear by the Eastern and South African Telegraph Company on
cable messages sent to and from South  frirs exceeded £300,000, and, in terms of the Agreement with
the Company, the annual subsidy payable by Natal was refunded.

The special inducement offered to telegraph messengers—which was referred to in the last annual
report on the Deparfment—for regular attendance at the Government Night Schools, and general
advancement in school work, has more than réalised expectaticns. Having satisfied the Educational
Department in regard to work and attendances at the Night School during 1903, 20 messengers at
Durbar and 16 at Pietermaritzburg were eack awarded a bonus of £5. -

BTAFF.

The number of persons employed by the Departmient on the 31st December, 1903, was 1,489, of
~whom 206 were on the permanent establishment. In consequence of a dearth in the numbBer of Liearners
obtainable in the Colony, it has been uecessary to obtain 16 Telegraphists from the Home Service to fill
vacancies. I hope, howerver, that as the Buropean population of the Colony increases, the number of
youths offering themselves for Learnerships will be such that 1t will not again be necessary to apply to
the Imperial Service for recruits.

Three officers of the Department were prosecuted and convicted, under the provisicns of the Post
Office Law, 222, 1884, and dismissed the Service.

The elass of Sorters introduced iu the year 1902, was, automatically, abolished, in consequence of
the alteration in the classification of (lerks recommended by the Civil Service Commissioner.

HEALTH OF STAFF,

The general health of the Stnff has been good, and shows an improverent comparec with previous
years Of the permanent Staff 45 per cent. were absent on one or more occasions during the year. The
average sick absence of the whole Staff wa: six days. There were, I am glad to say, no deaths during
the year. :

The sick absence compares most favonrably with the amount of sickness in the Imperial Post
Office, where, in 1902 (the lasc return available). 53 per cent. of the Established (ficers weve abzent
through sickness and the average abseace per man was 7.9 days. -

The figures in the folloving statement relate to the whole of the permanent European Staff (209
Established and 289 Unestzblished Officers) :

|
Total number of days absence ; Percentage of sick Averaga amonnt of Sick Ab. | Average absence per Dfficer
through sickness. E Absentees. sence persick Officer Indays). employed (in daya)-
2,050 _\ 42 16.1 ‘ 6.8
1,512 48 ' 10.6 5.2
!

TurpeovenmexTt oF CoxTroL oF CoUNXTRY DisTRrICTS.

For the better control, and also for decentralising mnch of the work done at the Chief ifice, the
English system of Head Post Towns-—or Head Offices, as they are called in England—uwns watrodueed
on the 1st August last. These Head Offices are the following :—

+ Bulwer « Melmoth

v Charlestown v Mool River

v Duidee . Newcastle

+ Durban v Pletermaritzbnrg
< Eshowe .~ Lort Shepstone
v gstcotm‘t - gichmond

v breytown tanger
\;Hard:ing :: Um«into

+ Howick v Dtrecht

+Ixopo v Vernlam

« Lndysmith ¢ Yryheid
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Tt will b sceu from this that the Colony has been 1" vided into 22 Postal districts. Each district is

under the immediate control of a Postmaster who kas U.en-trained in the Post Office, and is an estah--

lished Officer. It i: the dnty of there Postmasters to watch the needs of their respective districts, and
to cali the attentin..  he Postmaster-Greneral to any irregularity or defect in the services immediately
under their contrel, 1t (0 report on cases where they observe thai the Postal and Telegraph facilities
- could be improved. B3uch of the correspondence which former’y passed between a small conntry Post
Office and the Chief Office (Maritzbure: could very well be dealt with by Postmasters at the larger
Offices, and, therefore, time is saved by - nding this correspondence to an officer in the district \.vI}o,
knowiug the local conditions and ecirenmstances, is more favourably wlaced to ccmplete all enquiries
before forwarding the papers to Maritzburg. Many other details also can be betterleft to Postmasters,
who zre in a position to know all that is going on in their own districts, and I trust whea these Officers
appreciate more fully what is reqnived of them much good will result from the alteration which made
them Head Postmasters.

CrviL ServicE CoMMIssiONER’s REPORT.

It is perhaps right that I should here refer to the Report on the Post Office by the Civil Service
Commissioner, dated the 3rd March, 1903. In that Report several matters are referred to which I will
deal with in the order in which they appear.

- (1) The Civil Service Commissioner first cells attention to the fact that it is not shown whether the
different branches of the work, such as the Telegraph acd Money Order business, are conducted at a
profit or a loss. I ha 2 not so far found it practicable to introduce a system of book-keeping which by
apportioning the cost and revenue of each branch would show the profit or loss, and, indeed, if such were
introduced it could, after sll, be nothing more than an approximate estimate, as so much of the various
kinds of business of this Department 1s performed by officers who give their attention to every sort of
work, and, further, the expense and labonr involved in apportioning the cost of each class of work would
be so great that I do not think the result would warrant the introductiou of so much book-keeping.

{2) Fault i3 found with this Departmeat that it has hitherto taken full credit for the free work
which it has done for other Departimenis, but has rot debited itself in respect of the value of the work
done for it by those Depgptments. This has, as far as possible, been rectified in the balance sheet which
is attached to this Report, and it may now be taken that the net profit as shown is the actual net profit
of last year’s working., It must not, however, be overlioked that the cost of the post carts in the Colony
are wholly charged to the Post Office vote, although they are in many instances running as much for
the coavenierce of people living in the ontlyiny districts, who use them as passenger conveyances, as for
the Post Office. Certainly in many cases they run at a considerable loss to this ﬁepartment.

(4) The Commissioner, in the fourth paragraph of his report, refers to the  Unit ” system which is
in operation in England as a check on extravagant proposals for increases of force. Asan Assistant
Surveyor in the Imperial Service, whose duties consisted largely of Staff questions, I had much experi-
ence in the working of the Un™ < stem—a system of quite recent introduction,—and althongh pseful as
a stanaard of comparison, I & -e value on the close personal inspection, by a specially trained officer,
of the whole duties of an ¢ .+ where an increase of force is said to be needed. These inspections
ensore * orl being done on econamical and efficient lines, and, when compieted, enable the officer by
whom t°  are roade to say what staff’ is required for the proper perforiance of the various duties.

The Natal Service is smali compared with the Home Service,.and can, therefore,. be kept more
* closely nader control by the Head of the Department, but I have arrange:d for the introduction of a

I.Tni{_}!;1 system on the Home lines, which will be nseful as showing the cost of one office as compared with
another.

With reference to the extra payment of 3s. a week made to Postmen for the delivery of the
English mail, I have looked carefully into this matter, but I do not see my way to recommend its
abolition. As the town Postmen’s duties are revised at the differ~... towns care will be taken to give
each man a full day’s work, without taking into consideration the Englisli mail, so that the delivery of
the latter will be in addition to the men’s ordinary work, and they will, therefore, ha jnstly entitled co
the extra payment of 3s. a week. ;

- (5) The Lendon Office of Works has been good enough to supply me with the standard drawings
of the fittings nsed in the Imperial Service, and these, with a slight modification to meet local conditions,
are now being used in connection with the fitting np of new Post Offices: S o

V¢ php
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i . issi & Postmen in this Colony ;
Exception was taken by the Commissioner to the leather bags used by - lon

these ba.gs.P are certainly somehat heavy, but they are durable, and in the end probably more econolmlcal
in this climate than the canvas bags used in England. I have, however, obtzined a few of the latter

from England, and they are now being tried.

Cewly-appointed Postmasters at Offices where private quarters are provided are new required
to paf; E-ex?t. w'_{"hepgharge is 6 per cent. on the cost of the building, but this is pOt- f.]_l;llte a Slahiffa?it;ﬁry
arrangement, as the amount of rent charged 1s so high in some cases that it is tore t_an a clerk with a
<mall salary can afford to pay, and I have, therefore, found 1t necessary in such cases to appoint En
ofiicer mg a higher salary then I should otherwise have done. The recommendation made by the
Commissioner to charge 10 per cent. of a Postmaster’s salary as rent would, I think, be a more
satisfactory one. '

(7) An examination of the Postmaster’s Acconnts twice & year has now been arranged.

(8) The position ~f Telegraph Ac-ountant, which is now vacant, wiil lfe labolished. The present
Chief Accountant is abont < o retire, and on the appoiutment of his suceessor it i proposed to revise the
whole of the work in the Accounts Branch.

Parageaphs 9 to 12 relate to matters to which I need not refer.

(14) The house-to-house delivery of letters in towns is being gradually introduced, bot nntil 2

further addition is made to the amount voted for the purpose, much cannot ve done. Provision will,
however, be made in next year’s Estimates for 2 larger number of Postmen.

The system of private boxes which, unknown in England, is in operation in this Colony, is, I find,

_preferred by many people to 2 house-to-house delivery, so that the nou-existence of a delivery by Post-

men in very small tuwns isnot so much felt as it would be in England. In England, the demand on the
part of the public for adelitional delivefies is very great, but since my arrival in the Colony I do not
remember receiving one application for a delivery of lestters by Postmen.

I have not yet been able to introduce an express delivery for local letters, as ut present other
matters of more urgent natore require attention. In Natal the Native enables the honseholder to keep
more servants than are employed by householders in England, and this being so the need of an Express
Dehivery System is not so wuch in wvidence, as Natives can be used for conveying messages from one

person to another. .

{15, With rvegard to the emiployment of female clerks I have seen much work performed by woemen
in many of the Xnglish Post Offices, and the result of my experience is such that}i am bound to say I
do not agree with the Commissioner that  their cmployment represents a waste of money as compared
with the employment of men.” Certainly had this been the exparience of the Imperial Post (ffice, the
female stafl would have baen reduced years ago, instead of which it is the instruction of the Tmyperial
Postmaster-Greneral that whenever a revision of force takes place at any Office, as many dntes as
possible are to be arranged for women. ’

I see no Teason why in Natal women should not give good service, and it would certainly be to the
advantage of the Department to employ them, and this wonld be especiaily so when, in consernence of
briskness of trade, men are difficult to obiain. At present, however, the.want of proper nccommodation
prevents the Department from employing more than & very small mmber of women.

Gexeral Bruangs.

It has been the practice in this Colony to obtain receipts from the publie for the delivery of
ordinary parcels. This in many instances not only caused delay in delivery, but irritated the addressees,
as it frequently happened that a private Native messenger had to couvey the notification of a parcel’s
arrival many miles to his master’s house, in order to get it signed, before the Postmaster would deliver
the parcel to him. In the United Kingdom, where over 90,300,000 parcels are dealt with annually, ao
record j5 kept of ordinary uninsured parcels, except at the office of delivery, but in this Colony ordinar
parcels have grone throngh the tedious and enmbrous routine of registered articles. All this work is

perfectly nnnecessary, and will be abolished. Henceforth all parcels whicl have not been registered will
be delivered withont a receipt. . = '
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I am of opinion that the charge (8d. a Ib.) for the conveyance of parcels within the Colony is tou
high, and that the limit of weight (half an ounce) for the 1d. letter is t.o low.

The resnlt in regard to the former 18 that the Parcel Pest within this Colony is nct made so muc’
uze of as it otherwise wonld be.

" With regard to increasing tne weight of the 1d. letter and reducing the parcel post charges, I
anticipate there will be no difficulty in bringing about {i.c former. but in reducing the parcel rate there
are various difficulties fo overcome, such as the conveyance of mails over long distances by Native
carriers on foot. I hope, however, as this Colony is in agreement wich the rest of So.th Africa, in
regard to its rates, to bring both subjects up for #* - 1ssion at the next Conference of the South African
Postal Uniomn.

On the Ist Jily last the use of the Morse Recorder on this Colony’s telegraph lines ceased, and
telegrams are now received by sound. This has saved the cost of tape and reduced the work of
maintenance, as fewer cloc<-work instruments are now in use. . -

The hours tor the transaction of morey order business at all offices have been extended to 5 ¢’clock
p-m., while postal orders can now be purchased during the whole time the offices are open for the sale
of stamps.

Since T took over the control of this Department my atteution has been called to several complaints
relating to delays in the delivery of letters. It is of comrse, impossible, even in the bes: postal system
that man can devise, to pravent an occasional letter being forwarded to the wrong office, but the delays
which these mis-sendings cause are not as a rule long, certainly not so long as some of those I have
seen reported. I have given much consideration to this matter, and I have come to the conclusiou that
the system of private boxes is resllnionsible for most of the long delays which have been reported. It is,
practically inmipossible when = clerk is standing before hundreds of these boxes not to ocecasionally sort a
letter into the wrong box. The errors ¢nld be rectified by deputing a clerk to check the letters sorted
if no one cleared their boxes nntil some little time after the mail had been sorted, but box renters or
their servants frequently call for their letters before the sorting is finiched, and there can be little douht
that in this way many mis-sorted letters are carried away by Native servants to their masters’ houses or
offices. Litile inconvenience would arise if the wrongly-sorted letters were returned to the Post Office
at once, but ons can eastly understand that there are conditions under which a letter wonld not &
returned immediately, and if such letter got nyislaid it might probably be several days before it would
find its way to a Post Office lettzr-box. HEvery care is talken to prevent the sorting of letters into
wrong boxes, but it would save much inconvenience %o the public themselves if, whenever a wrongly-
sorted letter is discovered, it were prompi.y re.urned to the iocal Postmaster.

The practice of closing many of the provincial offices on Saturday afternoons has been almost
abolished. Formerly, when the Colony was doing less business than now, there was some excuse for
suspending work during a part of the day on Saturdays, as the offices were in many cases worked by
the Postmaster alone. Conditions have, however, completely changed since those days, and as most
Postinasters have one or more assistants there is no longer any need to ineom-...- e the public by the
suspension of all pestal and telegraph work on Saturday afternoons. ‘

In September last, during an examination of old records and p. pers at the Magistrate’s Court af
Dundee, 2 mail bag was discovered, which, shortly before the evacuation of that Town by the British
in October, 1899, l:ad been despatched to Pietermaritzburg by the Postmaster of Dundes. The train
by which this bag was heing conveyed was held up by the Boers, with the result that the mail fell into
their hands. The Bag from Dundee to Pietermaritzburg app=ars to have been taken back to Dundee
by the Boers apd by them plz 2d in the Court House for examination at a more convenient time, bat,
having been overlooked, it remained there untonched until discovered as deseribadl  This bag contained
47 Registered Letters, which, in the majority of cases, have since been delivered. Those which could
not be delivered have been retiuned to the senders. .

The contents of the Registered Letters consisted of abont £70 in cash, a number of Postal Orders,
& draft for £270, and documents involving a sum of £5,000, several cheques and official papers, and the
Wills of two persons which had been made by the Testators on their enlistment in Irregular Corps. .

The buildings in which the Post Office at Pieters and the Postal Agaucy at Uinmnyang was
conducted, were destroyed by fire on the I14th MAy and 6th Augnst respectively, and all Post Office
stores were lost. ' . '

The Post and Telegraph Office at Chaka's Kraal Railway Station was broken irito ou the 14th May,
1903, and a sum of money and some Postal Orders and postage stamps stolen. o

[

e o
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During the last year several im, -0 -ements have been made in the Mail Service of this Colony.
The circulation of letters between the smaller towns and villages along the main line was, undoubtedly, a

very slow one, and it was, therefore, absolutely necesse~y to do something to put matters on & more

iaﬁga}ci?oty footm%'

A Travelling Post Office attached to the Night Mail trains was at first suggested as a means of

improving the service, but it was found that, agart from the cost of suchan arrangement, which would te . -

considerable, the Night Mail trains were already loaded to their utmost capacity;so that no additional
coaches could be attached to them. o o .- -

Afier careful consideration it wzs found that the traic service at Mooi River was pecuiiarly suitable ~—
for the estabiishment st that place of a central Sorting Office for the North Midland: district of the -
Colony, and I, therefore, caused the Moot River Office to be kept open all night after tue 23rd Novern-:
ber last, for tha receipt and despaten of mails. The result has been. highly satisfactory ;- some 2,000
letters and papers are dealt with nightly at the Mooi River Office, the majority of which are delivered =

meny hours earlier than they would have been under the old arrangement. To improve the Mail Service
at places betweer. Maritzburg and Durban, and on the North Coast Line, arrangements were made to
keep the Durban Sorting Office open all niglit after the 4th January 1904. ' '

Since taking up my appointment I havc paid a visit of inspection to all the prinzipal offices in the
Colony—including Hshowe and Melmoth—with the exception of Bulwer, Ixopo, and Umzinto; thege
Iatter offices I purpose visiting at an early date. o

C. MAXWELL HIBBERD,

Postmaster-General,

Pietermaritzburg, 28th April, 1904, ~ | : .

|
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF POSTAL | |

] Financial Year Financial Year S
EXPENDITURE. 1st July, 1901, to | 1sk July, 1902, to Increase. Decrease.
. 20th June, 1902, 30tk June, 1903.
£ s. d\ £ s d. £ - sx. d. £-"
- Salaries 83,659 16 11| 166403 16 6| 22,743 19 7
Madls. - . R :

Pravelling Post Office 360 17 © 9,056 4 5 1,695 7 5 e
Private Ship ... 257 7 4 645 2 5 3BT 1
Landing and Shipping Mails 620 13 O 602 92 1 18 -

- Inland Contracts 1446 0 0} -1624015 4 479415 4} . .

" Supply and Repair of Mail Bags, e... 985 1T 3 538 13 7 302 16 2| -

12,920 14 9| 20,083 410 7,180 14 0 18 .
Contingent and other Expenses. _
. Petty Expenses a7 6110 sz ool ..o | wsoeupr
- ' ‘Travelling Expenses 650 7 9 834 -5-10| 183 18 1 Do
- Battery and Instrament Materials 1545 5 3 el St L LS
Clothing for Europeans and Natives.. 1351 & 6 1,514 11 -7 163 =371 1
Bicyeles for European Postmen and ] ) R R
: Messengers 445 15 10 676 5 1| 230 93 1|.. S e

- Refund on Rhodesian Messages 661 18 5 117 17 6 T ~ 54

Porterage and Disbursements 3111 2 . _ Ceee 31
- Refund on Cable Charges 7417 7 9 7417 7 5

. Refund Customs Gharges col'hected by

Posimasters 12,086 10 1| 12,080 10 1 -

5403 13 10 23,188 17 6 2008l 711 2,296
Miscellaneous.
Maintenance of Telegraph and Tele-

phone Systems 2845. 8 6 4311 16 10 1466 8.4

. ‘Fransit of Oorrespondence ‘outside the - |

Colony ... 7238 4.0 98115 5 6,256 & 7
Coemmission on. Money Orders 169¢ 6 1 2202 1 9 502 15 8 T
Cormpensation for Theft of Postal Note 100 ) - 1 ¢ 0
Postage of Gificial Letters 104 19 1 16t 16 10 56 17 9 .-

_ Pnn,ha.se of Adding Machine 75 0 © . 73 0 0
Bupply of Stauaps L350 12 8 0,820 17 1 3979 4 5 '
Contribution to Intemat:ona. Burea.u,

Postal .- 1318 o 1318 0
Subsidy, Ocean Telegra hs 206 5 0 206 5 0
(}cmtl'ﬂ:nli;mntf.)InternatmnalTelﬁg’1 a.ph =

Convention, Berne 15 0 5 1515 7 05 2 )
Improvements to Telephone System €380 13 3 5112 8§ 6,329 0 7
Improvements to Telegraph System: ... 1,159 611 1,112 111 47 5 0

Carried forward £107.051 5 G| £14°675 16 10 | £50,000 1 6| £2314 § 2

. For the months of July end August 1302, only. After that

ik,
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_A.ND TELEGRAPH EXPENDITURE AND REVENUE.

Financial Year

]

REV™TE., st July, 1991, to 1&%%9&% Increase. Decrense.
30th Fune, {902 80th June, 1903.
| £ s d £ s-d| 2 s oa £ s 4
Sale of Postage Stamps, sfe. 93,702 16 1§ 190,454 16 6 96,02 0 5 -
Pransit of Correspondence 8224 5 1 6,762 4 2 1,462 011 }-
Poundage on Postal Orders 580 12 1 562 9 11 18 22}
Private Box Rents L1753 6 0} 1428 1 6 252 15 b : i‘
Commission on Stamps purchased 1.19 114 3 0 2 6 E
Private Bag Rents 359 2 91 43916 4 80 13 7
' Fees on Money Orders issued 5220 1 9| 6339 0 T| 111818 10
| Commission on Money Order Accouxﬁ; 74 9 3 738 4 5 ) 263_ 15 2
Sale ¢ Governmieat Property- 219 0| o110 7 %08 1 7
} Forteited Money Orders 51417 4| “31415 5 £00 111
| sums Refanaea 12013 9| 12913 9 o
Special Receipts, Postal 20 5 9 215 3 1711 6
General Deposits, Postal 019 10 6 17 517 7 't
T Sate of Telegraph Stamps ... 40,712 ¢ 2 *3,298 0 11 32413 16 3
Registration ¥ees, Telegraph - 533 8 0 696 10 O 163 2 O |
TélephoneVSubscriptions 245511 2 3,451 85 3 995 17 &
Amounta received from Eas*ernCompan‘y 2,923 711 3206 9 3 314 1 6
Amamﬁs received for transmission of
Military and O icial Telegrams for o
which payment was made . 31,294 0 1 1,151 5 6 21,142 14 7 ¢
) Sale of Government Property, Telegraph 459 12 7 459 18 7
Sums Refonded, Telegraph 8§35 11 B 835 11 3
Sbacial Receipfs ” 017 0 017 0
General Deposits ” 136 111 017 0 135 411

Cavried forward ... .

£189,620 7

£233,986 18 7

£.J1,045 16 11

£56,685 6 1

date this item ia Included ja “ Bale of Postage Stamps.



http://www.cvisiontech.com/

COMPARATIVE §TATEMENT OF POSTAL .

P s .

TURE. ‘ 1ﬁ%a-€;;a}9§le aé'& 15;%3?3(:131910’2%;.0 | Inercase. 1 Dectease
* -~ iy v 1 5 3 "
EXPENDITURS S0ty Sone, 1902 | 30th Il’gné, 1508,
£ s d £ e 4 £ s d £ s d
Brought forward 101,984 5 6 149,675 18 10 50006 1 6 2314 8 2
Miscellaﬁsaus——continued.
Electric Bells, Government Qffices 26 1 4 15 12 10 250 8- 6
Compensation for Loss of Reglstered ) )
. Articles ... 410 7 17 3 0 1212 5
- General Stores;a--Televraph “Material .. 1,356 17 5 2441 0 1 1,084 2 '8
22717 3°3 16,654 12- 0| 7,102 16 75 13,165 7 8
Rent. 7
Hent, Post and Telegraph Offices 1461 1 6 L7168 19 3 307 17 9
Actual Expengditure 126,162 10 3| 163,099 10 1} 5741615 8 15,479 13 IQ
Net Increase of Actual Expenditure : — '
: ©£41.936 19s, 10d.
*Other  Charges proper lo be made
against the Post Oﬁ‘ice Revenue :—
" Interest on Loans for Teleg:aphWorks 3555 2 6 3555 2 6
Interest on money spént in providing
Ak Post Office Buildings, less £92 paid
s by Postmasters as Rent for Official
: Repidercey (approximately) 1413 0 O 1413 0 O
Deterioration dnd use of Fittings sup- )
plied to Post Office ... 430 0 0 430 0 0
Cost of Repairs, &c., to Post Office o
- Buildings . - 453 0 0 459 ¢ 0
- - Lighting and. Incldental Expenses - 1,299 0 U 1,292 0 O
e Value of Priniing, Statmuery, &e. (ap~
- proximeie} 3618 0 0O 3618 0 O
Post Office Pensions .- - 1,033 11 3 1,033 11 3
Amount doe to the Tnland Bzevenue ' )
Department for Postage Stumps
sold to the P:blic for Inland Re-
vence purppses {estimatad) e 15,000 0 O 5000 6 O
Other Charges, &c., Total ... 17,07 13 9| 17,0713 9
Total Expenditure 126,162 10 3| 185,207 3 10 74524 9 5 15,479 15 10
Balance in favour of the Department | 131496 6 £:@ ™ ‘):3 12 ‘
£257658 16 5 4’28;,-110 15 10

* The items under this heading have not hitherto
lat to 30['.h‘ .Tune only. Prior fo this Postage

SRR
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AND TELEGRAPH EXPEKDITURE AND REVENUE.

‘ Fizs'gncia} Year lFi;ana:Iciai Q%Eatr o
VENUE. 1st July, 1901, to 8 ¥, 1902, to crease.
BEVE 30th Tupe, 1902, | 30th Jane, 1903,
£ e 4 £ a5 £ s 4

Brought forward

Reimbursements, Telegraph

Total—Actual Ravenue

Net Increase of Actual Receipts :—
£45,257 3s. 3d.

Value of Government Work, Postal
Telegraph

» » ”

Reduetion of 50 per cent. on Transmitted
_ Military Messages aes

Value of "Newspaper Work for which
Posfage is not paid-—Estimated ...

O{Zeal Telephone Connections, calcu-
lated at Ordinary Rates -

Electric Bells, Government Offices ...

Mainterance of Line between Durban
gnd Observatory

¥et Increase, £26,731 13s. bd.

189,629 7 9

233,986 18 7

479113 4

101,045 16 11

3891 18 1t 899 14 5
193521 6 &) 238778 11 11 | 101945 11 4
17,365 16 15931 § 2 1,615 12 2

9,543 11 © 11,499 4 3 1,955 13 3
31294 0 1 743318 8

5000 0 0 7,000 & 0 2000 O O

640 0 O 630 0 0 50 0 0
282 2 8 15 12 10
12 0 0 12 0 0

957,658 16 5

251410 15 10

107,566 16 9

£284410 15 10 |

baen charged against this Department,

Stamms were not 2o0ld for Inland Revenue purposes.
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- COMPARATIVE RTATEMENT OF MONEY ORDERS ISSUED. ( -
1902, ' * 1903, Incrense, Decrense.
Pagablo -
- No. Amount, HNo. Amount. No. Amonnt No. _Amount,
- £ s & £ s d £ 8 d & s cd
Natsl .. 21,914 84,565 6 7 | 21,654 82,042 15 1 260 2612 11 8
65201 | 23848412 & | 75907 | 49011 5 7 | 10,616 10,526 13 1
6,169 21,249 0 9 | 5879 19,911 11 9 290 1,337 9 0 _
: 3,519 14,009 18 6 | 5,101 20993 2 8 | 1,582 6,983 4 2 "
 Oribge River Colony 531 1,688 16 2 868 3,283 19 4 337 2195 3 2 L
T Rrodws wl 101 256 7 11 100 388 6 7 131 18 8 1 4 i
" §t Helem ns 339 7 0 74 145 4 0 43 194 3 0
o i.--ﬁ‘a-i-l.ﬁtius' 1,129 6004 6 0 | 1,192 4,168 18 8 63 _ 1,835 7 4
Tndia .. 16557 | 100,133 2 5 | 15,935 | 102,684 6 3 378 2551 310 :
| Ansttia 4720 2533010 3 | 669 | 3L918 7 6 | 1976 6578 17 3 | .
Ceylou ' 106 32 3 1 50 181 16 6 56 250 6 7
 British Central Afrion 3 10 0 7 u 2 s s 10 2 5 B
Totals 19,157 | 492493 11 2 |133463 | 515,340 16 4 | 14,956 28977 2 7 | 650 6,129 17 &
Nt IncrEash :—No, of Orders, 14,306 ; Value, £22,847 5s. 2d.
' * I cluding Telegraph Morey Orders, "

e BT et Y oS

Pt 8 e aier AN
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF MONEY ORDERS PAID.
; 1902, *1908, Incrense. ) Decrease,
Tasued o Ho, Amount. Fo. Amount. Ko. Amonnt. No. Amounnt,
: £ a8 d £ 8 4 £ 8 d| £ 8 d
“Natal . | 21070 85,085 16 10 | 21,650 51,983 5 U 429 3,102 11 10
' -T\:I'flllit.esl_K_ingdom | 4301] 17723 8 7| 5445 20720 4 1| 884 296 15 6 .
.i(-_)ape folony .. . o | 11,338 BL051 7 7| 6941 509 6 6| .. 4,307 552 1 1
Transvaal ... L | 17404 60,939 1 11| 20971 84413 B 9| 3567 23474 110] .. - S
“d Crange River Colony .. ] 2508 7501 10 91 4,598 12429 610 1720 4827 16 1 _
¥ Ruodesiz ... o] sawsis 1] ses 230910 5| ... 316 10 51 =)
8t Hetema .. R B T 43 26| 10 5 2 01 .. 519 6| s
Maeriting 32 100 17 11 53 205 15 10 21 104 17 11
India .. w13 1412 £| 109 201410 ... 25 19317 6
‘Austl_'a]ia, - 377 1,922 8 5 514 2318 7 3 137 385 18 10| ... :
Ceglon 15 1517 11 6 2112 2 514 3 9
Pritish Contral Afrier. 13 101 17 10 37 65 14 11| .. 1 36 2 11
Total ... | 59310 20750516 2| 60709 | 230437 3 7| 6229 31,806 0 9| 4,900, 837413 4
) Nit INCREASE :—No. of Orders, 1,399 ; Value, £22,931 7s. 5d.
* Inelodiog Telzgroph Money Orders,
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i | |
EMENT OF POSTAL ORDERS ISSUED BY THE ADJOINING ADMINISTRATIONS AND

PAID IN NATAL,

L4

Denomination.

‘¥ Cape Colony ... I Y

i} Tomsvaal ... .| 358
- Orange River Colony...| 32

- j Rhodesia . 4
# B.CA ..

I Totals, 1903 ... .71l

. 1802 . 4307

. Inmcrease 1902 ... ) 04

" Decrease 1902 ..,

NE? DECRELSE :—No., 26,55 ; Amount, £18,304 145, 3d.

*Inclnding British Postal Orders issned by the Army Post Office.

1 _1{6, -2f- 26 2. 36 4k 418 - 6 10/- 068 | 126 'lﬁf- 176 20- Ho. " Amount.
£ s |4 ‘
295 385 . 367] 7| 318 2 34| 5| ar9| 2185) 43| 510
156 | 398 | 401 | 306 | 162 | 208 | 142 | 743 | 174 | 993 | 113 a7 2208 | 6851 | 3496 | 60
26| 53 |138| 31| 16| 18] 9| 18| . 3| 48 2 57| 47| a5 (130
P 2 . 3| 1] 2 2 5| = 819 | g
2l 2 3 y 3| 5o,
411|381 926 | 337 | 178 | 311 | 151|138 {85 1,857 | Ua | 4 |s07| 5 azse| saev | a4r7| s 6
299 494 844 | 8| 383 36 | 81| 21| 706 [*35812 | 2s2s2 | 2|9
182 | 281 | 432 | 837 {178 | 310 {160 | 268 | 177 | ges | 113 226 | .. |206| 6002| 3005 o 8,
| . 32 16 *39,553 | *21,899 | 1

et
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF POSTAL ORDERS ISSULED IN NATAL AND PRESENTED FOR PAYMENT

IN THE RESPECTIVE COLONIES DURING THE

YEAR.

Nwr IncrEass :—No, 7,392 ; Amount, £3,175 7s, 0d.

) Denomination. Totals.
) 'Wi]grcgl’nﬁ. ' ;
o i- 1 #- | 98 3 |ae 4 |[48| 5- 76 | - [06] 18 | 15 [176| 200 | No Amount..
. £ s d
5,152{ 8,376| 1,141 6,326 | 1,011 |471| 919|531} 0,497 | 2,432 [10,655:423| 741] 9,672| 509 |19,203 164,882 | 32,873 4 0
Cgpé"colony- 5250 @a2| 133| 265 128 42| 72; 26| 411" 194| 369 23| 33| 102| 22| 768; 5,204 1,368 9 6
- Orange RiverColeny | 29| 12 a] 821 12} 4 8] 5] a1l 12| 48] 1 8 9| 2| 113| 391 18 2 0
S, . : [ =
" Rhodesda ... 8 9 3 1 1 2f 12 412 0} %
| Dransvaal ... 234 144) 51| 388| 44| 31| 39| 26; 362| 66| 315 15| 20| 94| 11| 648| 2488 1,123 0 6
.} . Totals, 1903 5,940 | 3,684] 1,329 | 7,064| 1,195 550 1,078 | 588 {10,244 | 2,634 |11,388 | 462| 803 | 2,877 | 537 20,784 71,067 | 35,558 & 0
" Totale, 1902 - 6,684 4,368 6,215 9,912 2,550 [10,588 1,197 9,454 086 18,891 63,675 | 32,378 1 0
Inetease ... 1,320F 8497 1,195 |550| 1,0381588| 332] 84| 800|462 4923 1,843] 9493 3,771 14 6
Deerease ... 7441 684 e 324 349 2,10 596 7 6
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o drafis issued in Cape Colony cn Natal, honoured ..

'--—Nurx;bet o;‘. drafts issued in Natal
S . . 7 3 Cape for colleesi m in Natal
" ” o Matal, honowrad . ... e

» » i ~ Cupe for gaticutirn in Natal, honoured
N Amount of drafts issued in Natal
» . » » Cape for celiestion in Natal =~
» 3 Hatal drofts honoured ...

e ey L L b

S TR Sl o Ao et

1902, 1903, Incrense. Dwom .
41 53 12 .
43 54 9 w o
10 .10
10 13 3 '
£ s d £ s d £ s d £ g d
177 79 153 11 4 23 16 5
116 19 & 139 14 8 2215 3 .
46 14 11 11 411 3510 0
3112 7 47716 1 16 3 6 .
R & PRy " o acde A, '-«..ﬂ:i e
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‘_%i; . STATEMENT OF THE POST OFFICES AND AGENCIES OPEN ON DECEMBER 81s7,
E | 1903, AS COMPARED WITH THE NUMBER OPEN ON DLCEMBER 3lsT, 1902, 7
E .
& Clags of Office. ' 1902, ’ 1903, Tocrease. Decrease.
Post. Offices | el - 286 217 21
Post Office Agencies 61 42 ' 1 ' |

317 339 22

« Marine Colliery " Woundcrhoom

STATEMENT OF POST OFFICES AND AGENCIES OPENED DURING -1_!_?03; _
H Name of Office, Service Eastablished. Name of Office, Fervice Egtablished.
+ Blood River ... .| Six days a week. |+ Marine Colliery Now closed. :
- -y Boshoff Road veo | BiX 4 wMayer's Walk .. Bix days a-week, - -
fBuﬁ'a.o River - | Six , 7,  |sMount Elias-" o Sim T, 0,
| L CHE wCedara’ e el Sl L, “wMonnt: Moreland ] B,
f5. 0 wUoraLion ... ...t Three, 4 v Ndumo . ... SN Twe o,
1 “ .. Denny Dalton w.? Three,, ’ ~Nellie Valley ™ -~ Three” s
‘ ’ Empangeni. ... e | Bz, s - LwPenvaan ... v b TwWO
Z o - Glastoubury .. .o.q Three ,, » oPresthury .. v} DI T Ty
T s,J Gommarhaan... .| Onmeday ., «Smgletree N
- Groenvlei ... e | Two days » Spion KoP . vee| Three. P
S v Heila Hella ... «. t Three ,, 1 ,-Twéedle e | SBix »
A - Hillakys W Bix o, » . | ~Umfolozi Rail ey Six v
= 4 ¥ Holmesdale ... ... | Threse,, 5 . ,,Umm_n.' ang w..| Three,, -
L  Horton Radford we] Three,, ” ~Viljoen’s Post T Two »
i v Inhlazatje ... wee | Two . 5 w Welkom ... ... | Oue day
ig Tsihingu - ven b Two » » West End, Durban  ...; Town Su}rﬁfﬁce
x 7 Kwambonambl : | B, o, Zwaa.rtfolom o.| Two daysa week.
The following Offices and Agencies were closed :—
v Brynbeﬂa  Heatherden Ve O'Banjeni
7  Bequeefa  Heronvale 1.~ Rockmount .
*A  Fayles  Lower Umfolosi - Umbnlwana =
;' ' Fountain Hall
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF CORRESPONDENCE RECELVED FOR DELIVERY
WITHIN THE COLONY; OF CORRESPONDENCE POSTED WITHIN THE

COLONY; AND OF NUMBER OF ARTICLES REGISTERED AT OFFICES

WITHIN THE COLONY.

247,467

Correspondence Received. 1902. 1908 Increase. | Dacresse.
“Letters, Ordinary ... 17,270,656 | 19,335,628 |  2,064,972.
Letters, Official 1,310,816 | 1,594,736 283,920
Posteards 374,764 763,880 389,116
Parcels... 213,512 220,740 7,228
Books and Sample Packets 4,783,544 | 3,316,300 1467544
Papers ... 4,040,556 | 5,035,072 994,916 |
Total..e 27,994,148 | 20,266,756 | 3,740,152 | 1,467,544
Net Increase, 2,272,508
" Gorrespondence Posted 27,632,284 | 27,227,668 404,616
Ar des Registered... 271,300 |

93028

'

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF ARTICLES DEALT

RETURNED LETTER BRANCH.

WITH 1N TH‘E-

Cdrresﬁondence.

Returned to senders within the Colony
Returned to other Countries
Destroyed’ '

Total... -

Net Increase, 43,748

Decresse.

1902, 1903, Inorease.

104,089 91,620 12,469
80,774 88,320 7,555
48,897 . 97,559 48,662

233,760 | 277,508 56,217 12,469

o 2 N

e gt

e MR

e I
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENTS 01" THE NUMBER OF BAGS AND CASES 0¥ PARCELS DEALT WITH.

1402. 1903, Tncreaee, Decrease. -
E‘mh-mo'cd bet.“ ceri Oﬁices in the Colony 401,356 ) 419,328 17,972
Des_pq.tched to adJomm;;r Termtoues - 27,587 38,825 11,238
Recelved ﬁom a(]Jmnmé 'lerntones 26,109 40,942 14,833
Bags despa.tched f.o the Umted Ki -, 8,728 4,234 506 .
i Bags recewerl &om tne Umtcd Kingdom h 9,997 10,914 17
-Qags_desPamhed to Foreign Countries® ... 3,576 1,920 l 1,656
B . 'ngg,;;éqéivea from_Foreigﬁ dountries 4,984 5490 506
i ‘_ng; }ég'ei_vef}" in Tronsit ... 6,182 11,562 5380
Boxes ofi"é;ce}s &éspamhed to the United Kmgdom 488 419 69
I Boxes of Parcels reoeived from the United Kingdom 4,940 5,436 446 "
Totals 488,947 539,070 51,848 1,725

* During 1302 a preat part of the correspondence from South Afriea for the East Coast and Indin wag dealt with nb Parben ; transports were fraquect,
and consequently more bags were made up.

Nt INcREASE ;—50,123.

R
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COMPARATIVE S’TATEMENT OF FOREIGN AND OVERBERG PARCELS TRAFFIC,

1902, 903 Tnorenss. | Dodrease.”
,'*Nnmber of Pm‘cels desPanched to - the Umt.ed Km dom and Fnreign N
... - Countries...... 19,163 16,061 w8002
L’Nnmber of Parcels reoewed from the Umtefi ng&um and I‘nrelgn e o -
o Couut.mes e 67,722 68,625 903 T )
B R T 84,666 S | ale
Net Decrense 2,f99 :

£ osd| £ safl & sa| £

-V"LIIJE of Articles LExported to the United ngdom and I'orel(rn R

- Countries,.. ‘e 15,380 18 2 12,274 13 3 : :-3,106; 4 11_
Value of Avticles Imported from the Umted ngdom and I'orelgu :

' Countries o 158,171 15 6 143453 8 1 147 8 7 5

" -Amomnt of Customs Dues cn}}ected on Parcels and Letiers fmm the . - ] -

© United Kingdom and Forgign Cnuntrms " 11.869 14 7 11,144 18 8 724 15 11,

: TAmount of | Cusﬁoms Dnes collected on Parce)s and Letters from Cnuntrws R

Overberg .. ) . . 1,214 2 6 1,021 9 3 192 13- 3

Norrs,—* During 1902 large numbers of Parcels to and from the Military were deﬂt with. Thess have now practically ceased.

1 No Oustoms Collections ware made on Overherg Parcels during the latter porticn of the year 1903,

[ P o mun . P e O T R oA Sy Y WY

o L P < aad D E Y A
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF MILEAGE OF POSTAL ROUTE OPEN.

Bervice, 1902, - 1903, Tnerease. b Pecreasa.
Railway ... 6333 7594 1253
"Post Cart ... 538 487% 50}
Carrier ... o 2322 2,5334 Cony |

Total 3,493% 3,780% 337} 504

NET I~NCcREASE :—286%,

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF EXTEXKT OF POSTAL ROUTE TRAVERSED

IN MILEAGE.
Service. ‘ 7,-1@02. . 1908 Increase. Decrease. -
- Railway ... 1,362,196 1,419,171 56,975
"Post Cart ... - 182,838 928,072 45,184
. Carier ... e W 1,062,840 1,048,346 14,494
Total ... . 2,607,924 2,695 589 102,159 14,494

Ner INOREASE :—-87,663.

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT SHOWIKG MILEAGE OF TELEGRAPH AND
TELEPHONE LINE AND WIRE.

i Telegraph, Telephone. Private Wires,
. Line, « Wire, Line, Wire, Line, Wire,
Ti; B Miliee, Miles, | DMiles. Miles. Mxies Biles,
-

] : .

T Year ended 31st December, 1902 .| 1,598 | 4,3412 593 401% 361 113
|

: Year ended 31st December, 1903 ...} 1,722 | 4,677} 8635 586} 38 154}

- §i048A2
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E= : PN . : '
TELEGRAPHS , . :
’ ‘] RETURN OF CABLE TRAFFIC FOR THE YEAR ENDED 3isv DECEMBER, 1903.
£ | Nomber of
nﬁ;‘éﬁiﬁe ﬁ:]as:;eg Amount recaived Puyments ernlm oeint Total srmonnt
eoived from | collected it Pyymentis Amonpt from made by M::nnm racaived by
Hagtern | Bouth Africa to received on Bagtern Company | Eastern Teleg apb acaly Bd%;es Liepartment on
MoNTIr. Company for| and handed Total. |Esstern and Western behalf on account Company for i;: tors Tole. | Measages received:
transmission | to Fastern Telegraph of of Messageshanded to Mhﬁn 2.6 from Lastarn
: to South (t)ompapy_for Conapanies. BS.A. Company | Prapaid Reply Defnrt: nt for | BIUPL pompany Cgmpanxfpr re- .
3 & A B 3! N P 1.
Staﬁt,:: I'ﬂ:ﬁ:;:;tﬂn REAZES, re-transiu 38100, L‘e-t‘mn.ammswn. TRISMISELC &l‘
£ s & £ 8 4 | £ 5 4 £ a d £ a8 d £ & 4
' *2 g 0 )
| Jatuary | 2356 2,179 4535 | ua5 s 5} 414 0L 21 15 3 21010 | 17 8 5 | 193 6 6}
P . * .
K Febmary .. 2707 805 | 3522 Tea 2 12%} 3 7 2 1504 130 1 4| 915 1] 188 3in
T Meh o .| 238 L109 | 3,501 l‘j'gg 2 | oa2pe 65| s | we1s|w0ws | wwo o] .
H R : . 302 10 0 ) i : - &
| Agpril 2,097 L5 | 3372 G0 s 2905 5 4 2 64| 95 1105| 918 2| M8 s oo |
_ ' 21 1 5 .
ng_ 2,239 1,042 3,281 1,046 0 6%} 34 9 10} P B ¥ S 99 10 34 3 9 35 158 16 8%
, _ %48 17 10 .
June ol nez s |oses | o BIRL si1e 9 | 1419 9 | w0a0s| s s 120 2 0f-
. : 137 1 9 .
¢ Fuly o1 2,063 s | sed1 | DY } 3118 35| 1510 64| B7ISI4| 714 1 | 143 110}
) 014 § . i ;
. August | 1297 |17 240 |0 s 10} 30 17 2. 9 5 4 4818 5 512 6 94 13 51
; *82 13 2
CSeptember | 1200 | ovoar |ozass | RIS B M 29 7 ey | s19 2 | ws1s 7| 610 6| spis o
' » . .
Qotober .| 1351 | 15 | zss6 | B3 3 ?A} 27 4 6 1313 5 52 0 9 | 412 9 9713 5
2
» 0 .
November .| Los7 | 1s32 ¢ 2819 | , B 0N ser9 | w16 2| 466 | 3181 89 5 6
* .
December .| 1054 | L,012 | 2,066 165 7 6 s 61 10 8 7 38 611 | 5 6 2 8513 1
: ; L261 6 7 ,
Total . | 22,022 15023 | 37,047 | 18862 3 10 397 9 8 174 12 104 | 934 17 04| 9611 3 | 1,603 10 10
* Wosters.
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l A REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL (eonfiuned).
RI::I‘TU-RN OF REVENUEK AND TRA¥FFIC. YRAR KNDLED #sv DLECTMBER, 1902 ' C s

T 1 i
' i i - \
X s No.of Number of ! : Valuc of "Tola) Barnings
Stujons, Mbez:a Ofes \le:sa?ies I Iesaages'lmus Total Govornment  lovenue.  ineludin Govurn‘ Humarles,
forwnrded. | roecived i mitl ' Work, mont. Work, |
[ 4 . B ‘;, - ‘ - —
1. Acton Homes ! | ; !
2 Adlevt Falls .- i ' |
3 Alberting . :
4. Alcock Sprait | L . ' Opened in May.
5. alexandra Janction : ;
4. Amanzimtote ... L '
7. - voea . : :
- 3. Balgowan i '
-4, Batstones - ;
10, Beacoushill - |
. Beanmont ) !
. Belfort i
. Bellair i
Yormurly kunown as
Tpyer Tugolo.
Temporary Oflice opened
for 7 daya in May.
. Temi Opened in November.
g
157 . Opened in March.
1 .
Cloged in M.
Opeanted in 1 sraary.
LREL ) e

wuder *the noane
; [‘ﬂllif}”’ﬂt? n mu“b::m m]?u'

J ! - fha ClAuged w 18 pré=
. sent name 111 Gctober.
it -
75
395
Thrrhin Grand Staud s
1 952
49 Bmpangeni . 745 | Opened in February.
.- Benersdale © ... & l\ hid 1
"91. Engabeni 250 241 .
33, BEshowe . B4 285 24
'% Esperanza ntl soz |
. Tsteourt - .51 741 5020
-. Ketgourt Rail ... i [tH 2
96, puwn Leas 234 .
57, Fountain Hall ... 17 i Cloped in April.
55, Fox Hill . aus ! i
5% Frere .- Bt a2 1
U0, Gillets . 309 i
1. Ginginhlova 1,96z w0 ||
62, Glencoe Janerion 18 i1 3113 ||
&3, Glen Isla . 17 A8
64, ourton . e ar2 |
GE!. Greytown B.050 3.527 al0=1
qb. Grayville - 4,17 31 L34
7. Barding . 2,730 4046 10,4503 .
48, Harrison . - 113 =40 ) i
40, Hatting Spruit ... . 2914 ! ER : L
0. Hel,-alear ... 547 4 . - N
7l He~. upnsberg ... 1m0 ] ]
32, Hermatmsber 7 Road |HE . Opened as a _tepporary —
; B J(gfﬁue zlm'u]g Voluntesr
. i ' Encampment in. Apnl. -
73, Highbar 31 Opened in July.
74 Highﬂatsy ‘ } ? July .
75 Hichflata Palics Spatinn I - i [
L i = merm et - b
o 76. Highlands ‘L
- 77. Fiflerest ‘ 1 i .
2 th g&%’igaﬁ"‘“‘ - - Opened in Gctober,
’ m o hawick 6.074 ’
Ntowick Rail g
g 100 |
; 101 i
36, Ingagane . :
47, Ingoge Bail ... :
33 Ingwavama ... \
$9. inyoni Rail . |
20. Tsipingo i
91, Ixepo ~ Llls i
92, Jacobs H
93, Kepraney
04, Keat's Drils
95, Rrantzklo£
26, Kranteko)- e
97, Kwambopambi . -
98, Ladyemith 21166
99, Ladysmith Rail ... 4t Value of
100. Lidgetton A Military ‘
101, Loskop .. e ! - Messageﬂ- o
102, Lower Illove ... e | i B )
W3 Lower Togela ... v ‘ 4-2?;? 'ir2 173 oo ‘E‘-LQ-QISE 16
591,
rraad
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T osvus snugeillon
", Laskop
. Lower Tngela

. 5, Mahlabatini
- 106, Malvern
107, Munderston

104, Marbure

111, Melmoth
32, Merebank
3. Mid-Nlave

 Mimosa

6. Modder Spruit .
i7. Moguntia

18, 3oci River

20, Moant More]tmd
= ownt FYospdet ..

129, 3fuserave Rodd ..
‘123, Niawedwe
124 Newcastle
125, Newenstle Rail

121\ New Guelderiand
1287 New Hanover
129. New Seotland
130 Nkandhle

131. . Nendiveni

- 132" Nongoma

©.133, Noodsberg

" 13L Noodsbers Road

. 135. Normanhrrst
136. Northdene
- 137, North Shepstone

.. 188, Nottingham Rond

139, Nouta -
146 untu Read ..

111, 0.R.C. Junctmn

1432, Ottnwa
*148.:0tt0's Bluff

aze, Park Hyme

145, Panlpietersburg ...
“14G. Pheenix
s P]ntarma.nbzburg

" 148, Pletermultz‘nnrg Rail

149, Pieters
150, Pinetown
. Pinetown Bndﬂc

- 177: Ubombao
~I7% Uwmbile
© 179, Uwbelwana
180. Umiol ve
181, Umger i
182, Umbhlali
183, Tenhlangeni
184. Tmhlrinzi
1.5.). Dmiass Road
188, Umlaizzi
187. Umsindnsi
185, Umsinga
189, Tmtamyuna

190. Umtwalnmi Rail
19!, Umzinto

132, Tmzinto Rail

193, Dmeumbi Rail

144 Uniderberg
195, Union Bridge
19, Utrechs

I8, Wan Reenen’s
1898, Vant's Drifs
180, Verclam
200, Vietoria Road
N1, Vrijheid
2. Waschbank
203, Weeneu

204, Wesspls Nelo -

205, Wan's

208, Willow Grange ..

207. Woodaote
208. York
200, Zweartkop

Totuls ...

102, Lower Illova v

_' 10L Tower Urnkomeas

"

. Mapumnio

110; Marine Colliery

1L Mid-Tllave Cenhl:ll

3, :Mount Edgecomhe

196 New Germany . .

?This wmount includes
£1,501 of wessngos
transmitted fres atfull
rates, the balnnee ab
lLinlf rates,

Opened in Mareh, Qlosed
in Augnest,

pened in Jnlx.

Temporary 011'£ce opened

Opened in Docensber.

Opened in Jure,
Opened in Febrnary

BIpOTiry Qffice ()PEII’TEL g

' m Aagust - during.
Milifury Mancenvres
Openad. in B tamber:.
ebigads S RALE: Gk
Ib‘sradto prese"ﬁt T

'I‘ngela. I‘en-y e
176 Tweedie -

Jpuned in June,

Closed in Noveinber. )
Opened in Juiy. el

| Opened in Juna as Hime-
| ville, and altered to
* present name in July. .

* As aach Message involves Lwo tranamissions the tofal hes heen doubled, T Incledes 520,982 ro.tranamitted Messnzcs,
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