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'REPORT OF THE POSIMASIER-GENERAL
FOR THE YEAR 1902

Tare HoxovuanLe THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,—

I have the honour to svbinit my report oo the Post Office Department for the year ended 3lst
December, 1902, ‘

1 took chazge of the Defmrtment on 30th September, the date of the transfer of Mr. Brown to the
Transvaal Postai Service. ,-

The total revenue of the Department {Postal “and Telegraph Branches) for thes Finanecial Year
ended 30th June, 1902, amounted to £193,521 6s. 8d., as compared with £139,328 12-. 3d., and the
Expenditure to £126,162 10s. 3d., as compared with £98,852 132s. 2d., for the preceding Financial
Year, : ,

PostTar Braxcw.

The estimated value of work done for other (Government Departments, for which no payment is
received, was £17,365 16s,, and the posiaze value of newspapers conveyed free about £5,000.

The amount paid out on aceounk i {:*is, i.e.—Abnormal expenditure cansed by the war was
£17,910 135. 9d. Payments on this acc. ! ceased on 30th June.

During the coutiumance of thevar postal arrangements were vaturally much disturbed ; but steps |
were taken to place them on a proper basis, and to resume services which had bzen temporarily snapended
as soon a3 that course conld safely be adopted. .

Early in April the Qverland Route for mails to ard from Natal, Europe, Cape Colony, and QOrange
River Colony, and the running of the Natal Travelling Post Office betveen Newoastle and Elandz-
fontein in counection with the Buropean mails were resumed. Tlhe first ix vard European mail was des-
patched from Capetown on Ist April; and the first corresponding ontward mail was forwarded from
Pietermaritzburg on 5th April. Regular services have since boen maintaiied. The practice of for-
warding mails for Furope by sea frora Durban to Cape Town (2 service carried out so creditably by
Messrs. Rennie & Sons, and King & Sons), which was adopted owing to the overland route being close({,
has heen continned as far as the mails from Durban are concerned. By this arrangement correspondence
can be posted at Durban, and at Post Offices in the vicinity, up to a later howr than would -be possible if |
mails were sent by the overland route. Mails for Furope are despatched on Saturdays. The incoming
mails generally reach Charlestown on Fridays—delivery of correspondence for Pietermaritzburg and
Darban being effected the following day.

It has been snggested that Mail Packets shonid leave Sonthampton on Fridays instead of Saturdays.
As this would mean the delivery of correspondence in Natal on Fridays, it is Loped that, for the con-
venience of the public, and the bettering of the conditions of the postal staff, who, nnder the existing
conditions seldon1 get relaxation frow office cares on Satmrdays, the time is not distant when this desirable
change will be made.

As intimsted in the late Postmaster-General’s report for the year 1801, it has not been possihle to 5,
hold a conferenee of the representatives of the Sonth African Postal Union. Arrangements are, how-
ever, Low in progress fur the conference to take pluce. The date and place of meeting have not yet
been definitely fixed ; hut if is expected that the conference will be held in Angust next. In the mean- .
time alterations which ordinarily would have been disenssed at the next conference have been made by

agreement with the Postmasters-General of the other Colonies. - -
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REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL (continued.)

The principal alterations made during; the year were :—A reduction in the rates of postage charged
for correspondence (including parcels) scat to the District of Lonrenco Marques. The rates from Natal
_to that District are now the same as chose charged for correspondence sent from one Colony of thr
South African Postal Union to another.
S

_v/ - Afte: correspondence between the Imperial and Washington Postal Authorities—extending over a
number of years—arrangements were made for the establishment - Pareel Post Service with the
United ‘States of America. *

v A Telegraph Money Order Exchange with Sonthern Rhodesia was institnted, and the preliminaries

of a similar Exchange between Natal and North Eastern Rhodesia were also settled.

4 The rates of sommission on Money Orders issmed in Natal, and payable in the Orange River

Colony, were reduced on 1st January. o

Arrangements were made for a redaction from 1st January, 1993, in the rates of postage charged
A/ for correspondence—exciuding parcels exchanged between Natal and Sonthern Rhodesia, and also
from the same date for the sale of Official Post Cards at face value, and for the transnussion of Post
Cards of private manufacture to South African Colonies and places abroad. A reduction in tl.- rates of
postage charged for correspondence exchanged between Natal and the Bechuanaland Protectorate, and
.the sale of Official Registered Lietter-Envelopes at face valne are also being negotiated.

For the convenience of Soldiers on Active Service, the issue and payment of British Postal Ovders
in Natal, which it was intended should cease on 31st Angust, was extended to 31st December, on which
date the privilege was withdrawn. '

-, U/ Arrangements were made for the- Postal Orders sold in Natal to be of the same denominations as

those sold in the Usited Kingdom. The new issue has not yet been received ; but on its arrival Postal
Orders of the value of 2s., 3s., 3s. 6d., 4s., 4s. 6d., and 10s. 8d., will be on sale as well as Orders of the
denominations now issned. Orders of the value of I2s. 6d. and 17s. 6d. will cease to be sold so soon as
_the present stock is exhausted.

Nothing has yet resulted from the snggestion made sometime ago by Katal that, to admit of small
sums being readily remitted to and from the United Kingdom, a Postal Ouder Counvention between the
two conntries is desirable. The matter is still under the censideration of the Imperial Postal Authorities

. Steps ave being taken to extend to Postal Orders issned in Natal for payment in the other Colonies
- adhering to the South African Postal Uuion Convention, *he mle under which the senders of Postal
Orders can make rp broken amounts by affixing unused postage stamps not exceeding 5d. in value.

it has not vet been possible to arrange a Parcel Post Convention with the Australian States. In
view of the increasing trade between Bonth Africa and Anstralasia a Convention is extremeiy desirable,
and the importance of the matter has been nrgently represented to the Federal Government. Itis
oped that an agrecmént wili shortly be entered into, At present parcels are sent viz England.

An arrangement was entered into with the Post Offices of the Transvaal, Orange River Colony and

between those Colonies and Ceylon, the Straits Settlements, Hong Kong and British Forth Borneo,

~ Some of the smaller values of the new postage and revenue stamps (King's head) were placed on
igsue to the public in September. As, however, stamps of the higher denominations have not been
received from England, the Department has not yet fully taken over the entire work in connection with
‘the sale of stamps to be used for pustage, telegraphic and general revenne purposes.

- . Money Crder bunsiness was reswmed on 1lst Jamuary with a oumber of Post Oftices in the
Transvaal. .

. 1./ " The Post Offices at Vryheid and Utrecht were taken over by this Administration on lst July,

Postal agenecies _Wére also cpened in the new territory at Babanango, Lenwaek, Paulpietersburg, and
Lmueberg and others are being opened where necessary.
Post Cart services were institnted between

Neweastle and T'trecht,
Dundee and Vryheid,

e _ . Vryheid and Paulpietersburg,

Eshowe and Melmoth,
Havding and Kokstad, .

.. and-the Post Cart service beiween Harding and Port Shepstoge was increased from three to six times a

~.week in each direction. . :

Rhodesia, under which this Department acts as an intermediary for the exchange of Money Orders

i
i
i
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REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL (continued.)

The necessity of obtaining permits for parcels forwarded to the Transvaal and Orange River N
Colony ceased on lst July. .

A horse end eart service for the conveyance of mails to and from the Ra,ilwa%r Station at Neweastle
«was instituted on 1st February, and on lst July a similar service was iustituted for the conveyance of
mails between the Durban and Point Post Offices, and between the Durban Post Office and Post Gffices
on the Berea.

On the opening of the railway to Ginginblovu it was arranged for the Post Cart which formerly
ran between Lower %ugela and Eshowe to run between Ginginhlova and Melmoth vin Eshowe.

Tke Post Offize formerly known as © Hoskens” is now called * Normanhurst,” and the otfice
formeriy called “ Cleveland Hill ” iz now pamed Mid-1llovo Central.”

The Postal Azency at Albertina, which for some time after the District was re-occupied was under .
the control of this Department, was transferred to the Postal Department of the Orange River Colony -
on lst July.

During the wear 32 Post Offices and Postal Agencies were opened, and 11 closed, making the total
pumber 317, as compared with 286 in 1901,

The general average salvage claim made uuder Maritime Law. by the Upion-Castle Mail =~
Steamship Company against addressees, of 10 per cent of the value of the contents of parcels on board
the packet © Danottar Castle,” which broke down’ after leaving Madeira in November, 1901, was
withdrawn, .

In order to meet a public want, arrangements were made for the acceptance of letters for
transmission as © trsin letters ” at certai offices situated at some distance from a railway station. The
arrangement applies t7 Pietermaritzburg, Ladysmith, Neweastle, Greytown, Port Shepstone, Richmond,
Stanger and Umzinto. At these jplaces the public have the option of handing in, either st the Post
Office or at the Railway Station, letters which they desire to be forwarded by the first available train.

The negotiations opened in the year 1901 for the purchase by the Government of the Durban Towva
Hall for mse as a Post Ofiice were carried through satisfactorily, one of the conditions being that the
Department eannot take fnll possession until the new Town Hall, which it is proposed to erect, is ready
for occupation by the Corporation. To afford the relief so urgently required, further accommodation in
the present building was arranged, and additionally, a portion of the old Market Honse has heen rented
and will be nzed a5 an office for vegistered letters, pareels, and for general sorting.. Accommodation will
also be provided for private boxes, I regret to say, however, that the structural alterations necessary
in the Town Hall and Market Honse have not yet been commenced. The lack of space, at the Durban
Post Office especiaily, venders it impossible for the worl to be properly performed, and the health of the -
staff is prejudicially affected by the trying conditions under which they rave to work.

Towards the end of the yea. arrangements were finally made for the erection of the new Post
. bpildings in Pietermaritzburg, and it s believed that the work will be commenced at an early
d.- N . . .

The building erected and used as a Parcel Office in Pietermaritzburg, and the removal of the
postmen to another building in the Conrt gardens, gave muach needed relief to the public as well as to
the staff. Money Ouder business is now transacted at 1 separate counter, .

The new Post Office erected at Jooi River has now been oceupied. A woed and iron building has
also been constincted at Pinetown for use as a Post Office. It is expected to be occupied in the early
part of 1903.

[47]

The Pc:. 3ffice at Newcastle has been considerably enlarged with beneficial esults hoth to the
public and to the staff,

New Poat Offices arv in coarse of erection at the fcllowing places :—Charlestown, Dundee, Mel-
moth, Nqntn, Port Shepstone, Weenen ; snd the Hondek Post Office is being enlarged.

New Post Offices have also been authorised and preliminaries arranged for their early construction
at Ladysmith, Richmond, and Vernlam. ; '

Accommodation will also be provided or Railway premises at New Hancver for the Dostal and
Telegraph work to be undertaken Ly an officer of the Department.

Provision is being made in the Estimates for the coming Financial Year for the building of Post
Offices at Vryheid, Utrecht, Paulpletersburg, and Txopo. Arrangements are also being made for Postal
and Telegraph duties to be undertaken by an officer of the Department at certain Railway Stations ;
and provision will be made for the necessary tuildings. .
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REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL (continued.)
The question of the introduction at Pietermaritzburg and Durban of date-stamping machines has
been considered. By the use of machines there would be 2 great saving of manual labouwr. The pre-

sent limited accommodation at the offices mentioned precludes, however, the trial of machines, two of
which are in the market—the *“ Columbia ” and “ Bickerdike.”

TerLeerars BraxcH.

The following comparative statement shows the traffic deals with during the last two years :—

Year. Forwarded. Deceived. . Transn. ded Total. Increase.
1901 £30,314 860,580 8,734 2,677.030 352,197 +~

~ 1902 960,128 972,696 1P Rb 3,079,736 402,706
For the Financisl Year ended 30th June, 1902, th. - - uts for telegraphic business amounted to

£83,243 19s: —£9,543 lis. represented the value of v..on done for Government Departments, and
£31,294 0s. 1d. the 50 per cent. reduction authorized by the Government on telegrams transmitted on
behalf of the Military .Kuthorities, making a total of £124,081 10s, 1d., an increase on the previous year
of £41,315 11s. "

I 1avms of an Agreement entered into, the Imperial Military Authorities arve allowed free Tele-

" graphic traifie up to a valne of £1,500 per annum, caiculated ag full rates—all subsequent messages to be

charged for at half ordinary rates. Prior to the year 1900 no payment was made to the Department far
the transmizsion of Military telegrams.

"The amouut received from the Military Authorities for the transmission of Military telegrams was
£31,294 0s. 14, an increase of £16,282 7s. 6d. on the previous year’s collections.
The following Telegraph and Telephone Offices were opened during the year :—

Ameanzimtoti Hermannsbherg Nqutu Boad
Beacon Hill Hospital Siding: Otto’s Bluff
Beaumont Inyoni Scottsburg
Boston Police Camp Jacobs Sea View
Brynbella Marburg Umbulwana |
Dargle ‘ Mimosa Umhlangeni
Darnall ‘ New Germany Umbhlatuzi
Eugabeni New Scotland Umlalazi
Fawn Leas - Nkandhla Utrecht

- Ginginhlove - Noodsberg Vryleid

The offices at Dewdrop, Nondweni, and Tugela Ferry, which were tenporarily closed owing to the
war, have heen re-opened.

On the abolition of the hospital, tae office at Hospital Siding, Howick, was closed in November.

_ The office at de Jager's Drift, which had heen worked by the Military authorities aftes . e re-ocer.
pation of the Northern portion of Natal, was handed over to this Departnient and re-opene under tbs
name of Ngutu Road.

On the 31st December there were 186 Tolegraph Offices in the Colony, as compared with 159 che
previous year.

. Inthe Engineering Braneh a large nuniber of works were carried out during the year, the most
important of these being :—
New Lixes ExECTED :
Upp‘er Tugela to Olivers Hoek Pass (for the Mj litary Anthorities. This line has since been taken
over by the Department).

Melmoth to Nkandhla (temporary wooden pole line for the Military Authorities, since dismantled )
Dalton to Fawn Leas and Noodsberg. %
Mid-Iliovo to Beaumont,

Howick to Dargle, viv Dargle Road. ™

. Port Shepstone to Marbmrg aud Umhlangeﬁi.
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- REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL (confinued.)

Melmoth to Nkandhla (permanent line}.
Pinetown to New Germany.

Lower Tugela to Umhlatuzi (Znlnland Railway) : =
Loop line to Hermannsherg on the Greytown-Krantzkop line.

Loop line to Engabeni on the Port Shepstone-Harding line.

Loop line to Boston Police Station on the Pieteruiaritzburg-—Bnlwer line.

‘New Wires ErecTEp oy Exrstive Lixes or PoLEes.

) Two wires between Durban and Cape Border (beyond Harding’, one for the pnrpose of giviug the
‘Durban office direct communication with the Cape Colony, and the other for the Eastern Cable Coy’s.
~direct communication between the Western Cable terminns at Capetown and -the Easteru Cable

terminus at Durban,
One wire between Durban and Lower Umkomans, connecting with intermediate stations.

One wire between Pietermaritzburg and Greytown, connecting with intermediate stations.
One wire between Dundee and Charlestowr, to improve telegraphic facilities with the Transvaal.
One wire between Clairmont and Durban, to extend the West’s circuit to Durban znd Point.

One wire between Pietermaritzburg Ct;nt/ral Office and New Scotland ( Pietermaritzburg).
tivesn Lower Umkomaas and Scottsharg by means of the

B L R R e AT SR s A it

Commnunrication was establishied he

Phonopcre telephone. :
The following lines were overlianled during the year :—

Dwrban to Pietermaritzburg (cross country line).

Melmoth to Umbombo. o .
- Giregtown to Krantzkop. ' : L
Greytown to Duriee. ’ -

’ Port Shepstone to Isipiu(ro cross country line).
p o y
¥y Station and Howick was re-constructed in order to carry it clear

The line between Howick Railwa
of a new rifle range. .

The telegraph systeru of the new territory when teken over consisied of 1

A wooden pole line—in very bad condition owing to the damage sustaimed during the war—between
the Bnffalo River and Utrecht, and a temporary line erccted by the Military Anthorities between De
Jager's Drift and Veyheid. The former was replaced by an iron pele line in November, and the Jatter
pair pending the erection of a new permaunent wire

has been overhauled and kept in the best possible re
on poles skirting the railway line, for which materials have been ordered. It is hoped that the work will
be carried out early in the ensiing Financial Year. ;
5 Provision has also besn made for the erection of a line between Vryheid and Panlpietershurg.
Eiectric Train Staff instruments have been fitted np at the following stations :— s
Sea View. Kingston. Beacon Hill. ¢ ;
Palmiet. Harts Hill. Umbulwana. ‘ i & .
Caversham. Leigh. Utvecht Road. Ty !
Lyndceh. Mimosa. i
Provision has been made for the establishnient during the pext Financial Year of teleplonic [ I
counmunication between Pletermaritzburg and Durban. On the completion of the lime it will be {1413
y provided that the contemplated improve- oo 3

connected with the local telephone systems in the two towns
ments in the local systems are completed, and that- satistactory arrangements can be-uade with the

_ g
Municipal Authorities in Durban. Sionld, however, the trunk Lne be finished - before the local systenis H
far as possible, by the provision of “call . f

are re-constructed, the public couvenience will .be met, as
Fet] 32 . "y . Ly : . i e -1 :
offices” at Pietermaritzbmg and Durban. Later, the question of an extension of the trunk line to

i o
g
3
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REPORT OF 'I'HE POSTMASTER-GENERAL (continued.)

Ladysmith, Dundee, and Neweastle, thence to Johannssburg, Pretoria, Bloemfontein and Cape Town
will be considered.

‘Several new telephone ~onnections have been established with the Durban Railway Exchangs ; and
a number of other works, including the installation of a Block Bell Signalling System betwee: Berea
Road and Sonth Coast Junetion, have been earried ont for the Railway T)epartment.

A pumber of private telephone lines huve been erccted in different parts of the Colonj ; and the
Pietermaritzburg Telephone System has been considerably extended, as will be seen by the large
increase of mileage and wire in use as compared with last year.

The number of connections at the Telcphone Exchange on the 31st of December was 389, inclnding
“extensions " and Government connections. This is an inerease of 101 connections dinfag the year.

At the request of the municipal authorities, action in regard to the establishment of a Fire Alarm
Syster in Pietermaritzbirg has been temporarily suspended. So soon as it is decided to proceed with
the work, arrangements will be made to connect the more important Governmert O'dees with the Fire
Brigade office, ' '

Temporary premises having been erected near the site of the new Post O'fice, Pietermaritzburg,
for the accomruadation of the Telephone Exchange, the preparatory work in coraection with the transfer
of the system ha: been taken in hand, and it is anticipated that the work +vill be completed and the
“Netallic Retirn > sysiem iniroduced during the year 1903. When this is dne the rentals for connec-
tions with private residences will be reduced to £5 per anmum ; and the anun:.l charge for a fivst business
connection will be £10, subzequent connections being at the rate of £5 | xr annum.

Materials for the establishment of Telephone Exchanres at Ladvsmith, Newcastle, and Dundee

~ are now arriving in the Colony ; and the work of installation will be cor.menced as early as possible.

In order to provide additional facilities for the speedy transmission of traffis, it has been arranged,
in conjunction with the Transvaal Postal anthorities, to provide adJitionsl wires between Durban and
Johanneshurg,

Arrangeme..!s bave also been made for the erection of ex:ira wires to relieve the pressure frequently
experienced on the existing lines counecting the more important offices in the Colony.

There s 2 marked improvement In the general hehaviour of the Telegraph Messengers. They have
not, however, taken full advantage of the Night School established for their benefit. In order to
merease the desire for educational improvement, it has recently been arranged to gramt a bouns for
regular attendance and general advancement in school work. This special inducement to learn will,
pevhaps, have a stimulating etfect on the whole of the messenger staif.’

Yonths anxious to better their position san, by atiending a Night School and passing a satisfactory

. edneational test, become eligible for promotion to Postmen and thence to Sorters, They are also

afforded opportunities of learning telegraphy with & view to qualify for a Clevksiip. It will be seen,
therefore, that a career in the Service is offered to every boy entering it.

To facilitate the delivery of telegrams it is necessary to have regular messengers at certain of the

larger Railway Telegraph Offices; and, as pative labour is nncertain and unsatisfactory, arrangements

have been made for the eraployment of a numbe- of indeniured Indians at these offices for ielegraph
purposes, .

The system introduced last year, wherely the Learners entering the Depariment arc reguired to
devote the whole of their daily attendance tc ihe study of telegraphy 1ntil they ave proficient, continnes
to give excellent results.

Seven learners were placed on the rixed establishment during the year. 'The number at present
employed is forty-eight, many of whom will shortly qualify for permanent appointments.

Owing to the cessation of Military operations the special arrangements which were made for the
exchange of cablegrams at reduced rntes with the troops engaged in South Afdca were discontined on
the 1st Oetober ; and all cable messages were charged for at full rates from that date.

.On the same date the restrictioas upon Telegraphie correspondence to Enrope from South and Fast
Africa were withdrawn ; ancC the vse of Mercantile and other private codes, both for Iuland Telegrams
aad Cablegrams, was permitted. :‘

The Telegraph offices in the Transrnal, Orang- River Coloay, aud Cape Colony, with which there
Was DO commumication during the war, have been re-opened ; and normal telegraphic conditions now

gt
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REPORT OF THE PO3TMASTER-GENERAL {continued.)

prevail. At certain offices in the Colony the hours of attendance have beex extended to meet increased
public requirements. With these exceptions the ordinary hours of attendance in foree before the war

have been reverted to.

During the year the Department sent telegraphists to give assistance at a namber of the Iailway
Qiations where Burgher Camps were situated, -and has also had to provide clerks for the offices at
Viyheid and Utrecht.

The stamps available for telegraph pwrposes ouly were abolished and stamps introduced for postal,
telegraph, and revenue uses. ‘

Serious delays to Transvaal, Cape Colony, fnd Orange River Colony traffic were experienced
during the greater part of the year owing to frequent interruptions eansed by fanlty lines in those

Colonies. Most of the trunk lines—which were hadly damaged during the war—have now, however, been .

repaired ; and the delivery of telegrams is being eifected without delay.

" As the receipts for the year of the Eastern and South African Telegraph Company exceeded
£300,000 the annual subsidy of £825 payable by Natal was refunded, in terms of the Agreement with

the Company.

On the 1st January the Cable rate to Euvope was reduced from 3,6 to 3 - per word, and during the
year reductions were made to nearly all parts of the world. The rate to Furope will be further reduced

from 3/- to 2 6 a word from the 1st Jannary, 1805,

The Interuational Telegraph Conference, which was to have been held in Londou in 1801, has now
been definitely fixed for the 26th of May next. This Colony will be represented by the delegates from
the British Postal Service. :

,

Gexenil BEMARES.

The number of persons employed by the Department on 31st December, 1902, was 1,274, of whom
269 were on the fixed Establishment.

The work of the Departntent continues to grow rapidly. There was an increase of approximately
44 por cent. in the number of Postal articles dealt with in the vear 1902, as compared with the year
1901 ; and this increase is the more remarkable in view of the fact that the veturns for the year 1901
showed the exceptionally large increase of 63 per cent. over the returns for the previous year. This
abnormal growth of business not only accentuates the ditficulty iu the way of providing adequate office
accommodation, but renders large additions to the staff imperative. In 2ll grades the dithenlty of
obtaining the services of suitable men is acutely felt. For the higher branches of the Service special
qualifications ave essential : and the work of the Department has increased s¢ quickly that the number of
youihs entering as Learners who qualify for the higher branches has nof, up to the present, been
sufiiciently large to fulfl the requiréments of the Serviee. Recourse has, therefore, to he had to the
Imperial Post Office, from which, during the last year, 29 skilled telographists and Postal clerks had to
be imported. In view, however, of the fact that there is a constunt drain npon the Imperial Post Office
for men, not only for this Department, but alo for the Post Officez of the other South African
Colonies, it is inadvisable to place too great reliance upon this sourve of supply;: and we must, therofore,
took still move in the future to the youths of the Colony ro hecome Learners and qualify for appointment
on the fixed Jistablishment.

There is still trouble in swcuring the services of a sufficient number of Postmen and Telegraph
Messengers, notwithstanding the material improvement in the scales of pay avd prospects. Asin t]he
case of iTele,grm.phists and Postal ¢'~rks, the Departinent has had to fall back upon the Home Service,
throngh which it has succeeded in engaging a member of Postmen. There are strong vhjections to the
employment of unknown men for_this work; and preference i given to suitable applicants who have
previously served in the Army and have a “very good ™ discharg..

The effect of the native labour problem has been felt in the Post Office.  Both in the town and
conntry districts the general increase experienced throughout Natal in the wages of kakivs has rendeved
it necessary to increase the weges of natives. As many Lupdreds are employed the result is a large
addition to the expenditure of the Department. Moreover, it iz becoming more and move ditficult to
_obtain the services of suitable mail cairiers, even =t an increased rate of pay. Much difiicelty has also
been experienced throughout the year in obtaining natives for construction and maintenance works.
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REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL (continued.)

Through stress of work at the Head Office, due to shortness of staff, the usual periodical inspections

“of Post Offices Lave not not been performed. This impoitant work has not, however, been overlooked ;.

-and arrangements will be made for it to be undertaken when the staff has been angmented.

. It satiéfactm-y to report that there has been 2 decrease in the number of telegrams sent “ On
‘Service.” This points to a less extravagant use oi the wires than in past years. The telegraph is still
resorted to by (*overrment Departments when communication by post would answer the purpose ; amd

_brevity is fréquently ignored. This irregular use of the telegraph 13 apt, in times of pressure, to delay

important Government and private telegrams.

The ouly obstacle in the way of the Department undurtaking the transaction of Savings Bank
business is the waot of accommodation at the Head Cffice and at Durban,” So soon as these difficulties
“are removed there will be nothing to hinder the transfer of the Savings Bank to the Postal Deparcment.

The colour of Postmen’s and Telegraph Messengers’ uniforms was changed from khaki to dark blue,
which, besides having a smarter effect, 1s fonnd to be more satisfactory than khaki colour.

During the year a native was prosecuted for being in frandulent possession of a registered letter

containing a Xoney Order. He was convicted, and sentenced to a term of imprisonment.

Within the last few months a number of trained clerks have accepted appointments in the Transvaal
‘Postal Service, the various branches of the Postmaster-General's Department in partienlar having
snffered in this respect.

The loss of so man; efficient officers serionsly intensified the strain on tie staff; and it will be
necessary again to fall back on the Imperial Post Office for men to fill some of the vacancies that now
exist. :

Diiring the year the Department lost the services of Mr. J. Frank Brown, Postmaster-Genersl,

" Messrs. A. Laing, C. H. Webster, G. H. Hedges, J. Fellows, and a number of temporary clerks, owing

to their fransfer to the Transvaal Post Office’; in addition to which twelve Officers resigned from the
Seérvice. It has also been arranged for Messrs. J. Bennett, G. E. Gummow, H. E. Phillipson, A, E.

o ‘Rose, A. Russell, ¥. (. Wiltshire, G. Guiridge, J. Webber, and ¥. G. Whittaler, to be transferred to-
the Transvaal Post Office early in 1903. Moreover the Deépartment lost the services of Messrs.-J. B.
Craddock, R. ¥. A. Tully, and P. Drummond by death,

The absernces on acconnt of sickness are still numerons. The continuned pressure of business, and
the redunced staff necessitating the performance of so much overtime, are, no doubt, the chief canges.
Tt is hoped that the time will soon arive when officers will be called upon to take a portion, at least, of
their vacation leave anoually. . With the introduction of this rule, and the appointment of official doctors

“for the Service, as in the United Kingdom, the absences in consequenve of ill-health will probably

greatly diminish. It should be borne in mind, however, that, ordinarily, the nature of Post OQitice work
12 arduous and exacting, and the time for recreation limited.

Arrangements were made from 1st July for a class of sorters at Pietermaritzburg and Durban on &
scale of salary from £100 to £300 per annwm. with an efficiency bar at £180. .Those officers are

] recruited chiefly from Postmen; and the arrangement has been found to work satisfactorily.

In conclusion, I heg leave to mention that Mr. Higgs, the Civil Service Commissioner, visited the
Department at the end of last and the beginning of this year. On going through the Pietermaritzburg
Post Oftice he remarked on the heavy, antiquated, and expensive nature of soiting-stands and fixtiwes.
1t was pointed out that many of the articles were old, that they answered the purpose very well, and

‘that everything would be up-to-date in the new bnildings. Attention was also drawn to Cash

Reserves at Post Offices which, in some instances, appeared to be greatly in excess of requirements.

‘However, in regard to this it should be stated that the Daily Cash Acconnt System was not introduced

mtil Ist September. Hardly sufficient time "ad, therefore, elapsed to perfect the system. '

Since theend of the year 1899, the strain npon the Posta! and Telegrapl Department has been intense ;
and 1\f_ew peaple outside the Department realise, the enormons diffienlties experienced in coping with the
work. : -

‘Every effort was made to contend quickly with the heavy telegraphic work anticipated in comection

- with the visit of the Right Honourable the Secratary of Staie for the Colonies. A special travelling

hists wids organised, -and everything possible done to meet the reguirements and

e"Press representatives. ‘The number of “ Press ” words transmitted totalled 418,533.

convenience of t
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REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL (continued. )

The vast amount of extra labour involved in dealing with this special work wvill, perhaps, be better
realised when it is pointed out that the number of words mentioned would fill more than 300 columns-of
a local newspaper. Special thanks are dus to Mr. R. W. Weightman and Mr. J. M. Laing for the
highly satisfactory engineering and traffic arrangements made; and to the staff for dealing so admirably
ana expeditiously with the unprecedented volume of work, establishing a record of which auy
Administration might be proud. The laudatory remarks of the Press, and the recogmition «f the
excellent work done on its behalf were gratifying to, and appreciated by, the offices of the Departmert. -

_ The conduct of the Officers of the Depariment has, with an isolated exception here and there, been
raiseworthy: and I cannot speak too highly of the zeslous manner in which tbey have performed their
uty, sometimes under most trying conditions. - o

Statisties relating to the work of the Department are appended.

A. J. NORRIS,
Acting Postmaster-General: -

General Post Office, Pietermaritzburg, 25th March, 1508.
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF POSTAL |

REPORT OF THE POST

Carried forward

0t | LstTay. 19004 I D
BN ! £ \ b A , nerease. .
EXPARDITURE Sth Tune, 1901 | 30t June, 1902, * soranse
£ g 4. £ 5. d. £ s. d £ 8 d..
Balaries 50550 7 2| 83650 16111 33,100 O 9 R
Masls. B
" Travelling Post Office . 260 17 0 3017 of . o
~ Private Ships .- 38:) 3 4 237 4 o T 187160
- Landing and S].upmno Mails 550 5 0 620 15 0 0§ 0 Sl
" Iniané Contracts 9,202 0 7 1,346 0 O 2,153 10 5} .
a) Native Carriers, Sta.mpers and Mes- e i
: gengers N 4,069 12 2 4069 12 2
* §(a} Rations and CIOtInng to Garners . 1, ‘372 4 11 ; 1972 411} -
. Supply and Repair of Mail Bags, &ec. 430 6 4 235 17 5 194 -8 .11
_ (a) European Letter Carriers . 4433 10 9 4433 17 9
21,133 13 12,09 14 9| 258415 5| 10,9719 9] -
’ "Céﬁtiﬂgmt and other Expenses. R §
(a) Commission on Sale of Stamps . 650 7 9 650 79 -
' a.) Overtime Aitendance, sorting Sea- ‘ s BN B
- borne Mails 2,087 4 il e o 12081 a1
Petty Expenses, meludmg Date Stam;)s 62018 0 717 611 ~87 S11 - o BT
Travelling Expenses ; 487 6 § 650 7 9 163 1 1 e
() Commission to ?ostmasters notwholly . DR
employed by Department 3016 7 30167
“J(@) Remuneration ~ to  Stationmusters as Lo
. Postmasters 103 18 6 C103 1868
a.) Leéarners and. Probat;oners 55912 8 559 12 8‘
. Battery and Instrument Materials 614 19 10 1,545 5 3 30 5 5 |
(cz) Percentaoe to Stationmasters 1,117 1¢ 11 1, 117 10 11:

‘ Partererce and Disbursements ; 56 0 2 3111 2 24 9 0
TUniform Clothing for European Mes-

. sengers : 350 3 6 1351 8 6 LOOL 5 0 o F

B) Stationery, Prm.tmg and Stamps 922 15 3 922 15 3§}

'} ) Aliowances in lieu of Quarters 9 0 ¢ 5 0 0.
Bicycles for European Messengers 265 5 3 445 15 10 | 182 10 7 P
Refund on Rhodesian Messages 464 011 661 18 A 127 17 6

842 011 5,403 13 10 2562 8§ 6 5,586 15 T
- Maintenance.
* Maintenande of Lines 794 9 4 2,345 & 6 2,050 19 2

£80,906 16 6

£104,82¢ 14 0

£40,307 12 10 |

[

£16384 15 4

Kore.—During the Firancial Year 1901-1202 the items marked (a)

y
i

|
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MASTER-GENERAL (continued). -

AND TELEGRAPH EXPENDITURE AND R..

ENTUE.

li Finanetal Year

F

Financial Year |

REVENUE. 1st July, 1900, to | 1st July, 1901, o Increase. . Deerease. .
. ] 30th Jone, 1901, | 30th June, 1002. :
£ s d £ s 4 £ s d £
-§ Sale of Postage Stamps, efc.... 74399 7 6 93,702 16 1 19,308 8§ 7
:"I‘ransit'of Correspondence ... 4303 17 7 8224 5 1 3420 T 6
Sale of Telagraph Stamps, and Collections ) :
in lien of Stamps . 31438 12 8| 40712 0 2 9273 7 6
Poun. e on Postal Orders ... 397 14 "8 580 12 1 182 17 5
Priv: Box Rents L,111 19 3 1,175 6 0 63 6 9
':COBL ission on Stamps pwchased 141 9 111 9
¥ Priv.ce Bag Rexts 29513 4 350 2 9| 63 9 5
"~ § Fecson Mbnéyﬂrders issued '4',‘,"2-40 17 3 522 1 9 975 4 . 6 :
%CC':tmissiOﬁ 'on'Mofnej-uOrdér Accounts 327 14 3 472 9 -3 146 15 0 j
| R:"mtratmn Foes, Telegraph 407 8 0} 533 8 0l 126 0-0]
T_lephone Sabscriptions 1870 0 6| 245511 2 585 10 8
Zruountsreceived from Eastern Company 2179 1 8 2922 711 43 6 F)
Eegeived from Chief Paymaster on
PTransmiited Military Messages 15,011 12 7 3,204 0 1 16,282 7 6
Sale of Government Property, Postal ... 4 9 0 215 0
B, . Telegraph 13 511 43919 7 446 13 8
Torfeitad Ioney Orders 2i0 16 2 514 17 4 304 1 2
E Sﬁms Rafunded, Postal 32 2 4 '
T, deesraph $33 1L 3 838 11 3
" 3pecial Receipis, Postal 22 3 0 20 6 5
» " Telegraph 6 4 4 4
s (Fener 11 Deposits, Postal 32 2 0 019 10 31 2 2
i 3 " Telagraph 118 § 186 111 i34 3 3 7
i - o
Cayried forward £136,216 12 5| 189429 7 9| £5285 10 5 £182 15 1

wara brought up under the head of Salaries.

wers transferred to Uolonial Office Stationery Vote.
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REPORT OF THE POSE

COMPARATIVE STATEMERT OF PGST_A.L
Financial Year Financial Year .
EXPENDITURE. %lE@ttg %Ig;l:??g,ufl:o I?%ﬁfll i‘:'\é?(llﬁlll)‘go Inerense. Decrease.

'.I ' : £ 8 4 £ s d: £ s 4d £ s d.

L Brought forward ... 80,906 16 6| 164,820 14 0 40,307 12 10 16,384 15 4§
C Afiscellaneous. ¥
{Tranmt of Correspondence 2400 12 9 7 238. 4 0 | 2,162 3 9
Qotmmssmn on Money Ordets _1,253 16 - 1 1 ,699 ” 6 1 445 10 0

Supply »f Postags Stamps 2085 6 3 1,350 12 8 73413 7
Contribution to International Bareau 9 7 3 13 iS 0 410 9
lLoss‘: of Registeredl.;etters,Compensation 50 0 410 7 0 9 35
{}ompenaation for Theft of Postal Note 1 00 100
' ?a.ssages of late Postmaster~General’ Y T
. Family ... 22717 0 207 17.0f "
Pasaages of Iste Postmaster- General’ - |
7. Family .. = 996 18 6 226 18 6
- Contribation to IntematmnalTelegraph o

- Convention, Berne : 18 710 13 0 5 37 5

g (¢) Salaries, Maintenance and Rent, Tele-

A phone System s 1056 12 5 105 12 5

Elaciric Bells, Government Offices 109 14 1 266 1 4 156 7 3
Postage of Official Letters 87 € 5 10419 1 1712 8
Subsidy, Ocean Telegraphs 412 10 © 306 5 0 20(3 5 0
1 _'Ixﬁprovenﬁents to Telophone System ... L750 7 1 6,330 13 3 4,630 6 2
Instellation, new Electric Bell Sysrem,
Legislative Assembly .. 137 0 0 137 0 0
Improven :nt,s to Telegraph System ... 1,159 6 11 1L159 6 11
Purchasé of Adding Machine "0 0 % 0 0
General Stores 1,356 17 5 1,356 17 5
Ron 16780 15 8! 1987114 9 7,846 11 2 4755 12 1
Rent, Post and Telegraph Offices L,i6é5-0 0 1461 1 6 996 1 8
' 98852 12 2| 12616210 3
Balance in favoar of the Deprtment 91,797 15 0| 13149 6 2
s - 2190650 7 2| £27658 16 5
. N

NOTE.mDuFing the Pinancial Year 1901-1302 the item marked (c) was

RN FERTRE
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MASTER-GENERAL (continued).

AND TELEGRAPH EXPENDITURE AND REVENUE.

Net Incresse of Actual Receipts :-—
£54,192 Ts. Hd.

.| Value of Government Work, Postal ...

Telegraph

1% 1

: 'Reductmn of 50 per cent. on Transmltted

Military Messa,,es

I Value of Newspape: Work for which

Postage is not paid--Estimated

' Oﬁclal Telephone Connection, ealcula.ted

at Ordinary Rates
_Electric Bells, Government Offices

7: Maintenance of Line between Durban
and Observatory

Net Increase, £67,008 9s. 3.

: e AL i 1 D
£ s 1} 8 uiy, » WD DCTéase. 5
REVERUE. e Tune, 1901, | 30tk June, 1902 _Hecreasa
£ s d £ s d £ s £ 5_“
Brought forward 136,916 12 5| 189621 7 © 52,895 10 18215 1
Reimbursements, Telegraph 2404 7 10 381 18t 1,487 11 .
Miscellaneous, Telegraph 719 ¢ 719 .
Actual Revenne 139,328 19 3| 193,521 6 8 54,383 1 190 14

13754 00| 17,365.16 0 3,611 16 U &
Y L g 3
29,4157 7 11 9543 11 0 19,871 16 11| &
31,204 ¢ 1| 31204 0
7500 0 01 5000 0 0 2500. 0 0%
540 0 0 640 0 0O 100 0 -
100 00 282 2 8§ 182 2
130 0 12 0 0
190,650 7 2| 25765516 5| 89571 0 22562 11 0

£190,650 7 2

£257,658 16 5

shown under Salaries, Bens and Improvements to Telephone System.
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" REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL (continued).

- COMBARATIVE STATEMENT OF MONEY ORDERR 18SUED.

NET INOREASE ~—No. of Urders, 20,928 ; Vulae, £96,806 12a. 9u.

* Money Order Business suspended when War way dectared. -

- 1501, 1902. Incresse. Decronsd.
Payable in
No. Amount. No. Amount. No. Amount. No. Amount,
£ 8 d .£‘ B & £ 9 d £ s di o
- 25,557 95,613 18 11 | 21,914 84,555 6 7 18,643 11,058 12, 4
-'Uni'tédki‘;_‘g‘}lm 47236 | 166396 0 O 65201 | 23848412 6 | 18,065 72,08 12 6 :
Cape Goloriy - 7,800 %643 8 L| 618 21249 0 9 1,60 7306 2 4
Drange Rive 201 749 3 2! 531 1688 16 21 240 939 13 0 ;
Riodes 134 568 81| 101 256 711 ' 33 312 1 o}
S Helena 12 M1 3| L7 238 7 0 5 2315 9
ﬁa@ﬁﬁné 793 2,763 10 0| 1,28 6004 6 0] ~336 3,240 16 0 i
India 19716 | - 83,13213 O 15557 100133 2 5| 2,881 18,000 8 5 .
Ausiralasia 3,476 170815 0| 4720| 510 3| 124 7430 15 3 !
| Celon 112 48915 2| 166 1432 3 1 8 5712 1
" 1] British Central Afrioa . .3 B 3 100 1419 11}
| By ’ 3,519 14009 18 6| 3519 14,000 18 & i
; . Total 95,229 305506 18 5 |118,157 | 492,493 11 2| 25,250 115734 0 5| 5322 18,437 7 sgl:

e R R IS S, T . o

91
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EFTORT OF THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL (eontinued.)

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF MONEY ORDERS PAID.

1901, 1902, Inerease. Decreare.
¢ Tesued in
Ho. - Awmonnt. No. Ameount, No. ~Amounnt, ‘No, W -Amoand, -
) £ 9 4 £ g d £ 8 4 £ ¢ 4
?-'Né;tal 25,397 95,013 7 6 21,979 85,085 16 10 1 3418 3,0°7 24 8
: Uaited Kingdom 4,632 15827 9 10| 4561 17,723 8 7 1,895:18 9 7
“Cape Colony 15,666 10,863 4 0} 11,338 3,050 7 7 4,328 9811 16 5
| Tunevaal e - 17,404 60‘,93‘3 111 17,404 60,030 111
Orange River Colony 2,027 473719 6| 2,808 7501 10 9 751 2763 11 3
Rhodesia 636 2,65 6 4| 506 2395 13 7 ' 40 257 12 9
St. Helena 20 50 28| 18 3 2 6 . 2 16 0 2
Mauritine 51 14410 1 82 100 17 11 19 4312 2
;| India 129 574 6 1 134 614 12 4 5 40 6 3 -
:| Avstralasia 272 LOM 3 4| 377 1922 8 5 105 893 5 1
Ceylen 1 2612 9 15 15 17 11 4 ‘ 101410 |
British Central Afrien 23 29 7 6 48 101 17 10 25 210 4
Total 48,864 161,040 9 7| 50,310 207,505 16 2 | 18,324 66,534 13 T 7,378 20,069 7 0

NET IXCREASE :—No. of Orders, 10,446 ; Valne, £i6,465 6s. 7d.

* Monay Order business snspended when War was declared.

L
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REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER-GENRRAL (continusd.)

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF TELEGRAPH MONEY ORDERS ISSUED.

T 1908, 1902, Tncraase, Decrease,
‘Go@ii:y -on which Drwn. Na. . Amount, No., Amonat, No. Ameunt, HNo. Amonnt,
wam 826 4.,4£55 b8 936 4,8£39 1 éé 110 5%0 %% £ > a
" Y caps Coteny 1,496 7,085 10 3 935 5,085, 16 10 R 6L | 284913 5 -
- |rsamsvaat g | 210 3 6 318 | 2110 3 6
B ;ogfl;_i’ge River Colony 16 Wi 5 0 16 07 5 0 "
-R}m-desia : 3 200 3 2 0 0
. Totals 2322 | 12304 6 2 2208 | 12066 19 6 447 2622 6 9 561 2,849 13 5

NET DECREASE :=—No., 114,

Amount, £227 6s, 8d.

81
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REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL (coniinucd).
COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF TELEGRAPH MONEY ORDERS PAID.
) ) 196L. ’ 902 Incrense. Beeranse.
Couzniry on which Yssued. .
No. Amonnt. No. Amount, No. Amount. - No. Al_gount..
£ 8 4 o8 d £ a d £ & &
- , ' \ :
“Natal 861 468119 3| o 548 § 3 80 807 9 0 . =
- Gape Colony ... - | 2639 12660 8 2| 1,768 | o450 14 2 871 3400 14 0
' f Transvaal 540 6026 4 3| 90! 6026 4 38
. Oravge River Colony ... o ) 0311 7| 12 40811 7
| Rhodesin ... 6 310 0 6 810 0 .. - T
Total .. e | 3500 7e 1 5| 3797 21413 8 3| 1008 - 7280 1410| 871 s o]
. NET INGREABE : No., 227 ; Amornt, £3,871 0s. 10d.
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REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL (continued).

PAID IN NATAL.

) éONLfARATIYE STATEMENT OF POSTAL ORDERS ISSUED BY 1HE ADJOINING ADMINISTRATIONS AND

Denomination. Totals.
Iesoed in
1s. 1s. &d. 2a. 6d s, 7z, 6d. 105, 12s. 6d. 184, 179, 6d. 208, -No. Amonnt.
£ s d
Cape Colony 307 229 494 844 8 533 36 81 21 T06 3,259 1,382 8 0
British Postal Orders 32,553 21,809 14 9
Totals, 1902 307 239 404 B44 8 533 36 81 21 706 35,812 23282 2 9
5 1904 278 246 520 1,045 a7 770 ¢ 100 48 902 *42.530 97327 3 6
Inerease, 1902 29 29 1 90
Decrease, 1902 17 26 201 15 237 13 19 27 196 *6,756 *3,046 9 9

*Including British Postal Orders issued by the Army Posi Office.

NET DECREASE :—No., 6,527 ; Amount, £3,045 0s. 3d.

The Decrease is acconnted for by the gradual reduetion of the Military Force in South Afriea.

B R e o o 1

414
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REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL ({continued).

“"COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF POSTAL ORDERS ISSUED IN NATAL, AND PRESENTED FOR PAYMENT IN THE
S ‘ RESPECTIVE (‘OLONIES DURING THE YEAR.

Denominztion. Totals.
Where Paid.
1a. ls. 8d. | 2s. 64 5s. 7a. 6d. 10s. *f 12284 | 15, 17a. 6d. 203, Fo. Amonnt,
L £ s d.r
Naﬁal 6034 | 5946 1 5776 | 9,392 | 2398 § 9989 | 1058 [ 2290 837 1 17,662 | 59,332 | 3082 0 ¢
: }Utﬂ_-'_fiethlqny 469 254' 281 344 93 3% 49 109 2 737 2,752 1,265 12 6
rrf)rél_lé%fﬁifer Colony 36 23 31 # 13 39 3 5 § 1 105 307 1680 8 ¢
;i-?:i_lodeﬁa 3 1 g 4 014 6
V‘Transvraal 145 142 127 182 46 169 17 50 15 387 1,280 629 5 6
Totule, 1902 6684 | 4,368 | 6215 9,912 2,556 10,588 —1,127" 2450 86 | 18,8911 63675 | 32378 1 o
Totals, 1901 .. 5011 | 4025 | 3988 | 9725 | 1,88 | §703 851 | 1,790 611 | 16,395 | 53,004 27,367 36 ’
Increase, 1902 1,673 :4;_ 2,:3::9 187 T2 | 1795 216 655 275 2495 | 10,671 5010 17 6 -

Hpr INORBASE :—No., 10,6715 Anfount, £3,010 17a. 6d.

)
Lt
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i , . REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL (rontinued).

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF POSTAL DRAFTS ISSUED AND COLLECTED IN

THE COLONY.

-Numher of Drafls issned in Naial

» » ” Cape for collection in Natal
» ” » Natal, horoured
» » 1 Cape Colony for collection, honounred

Amount of Prafts issued in Natal

»” » 5 Cape Colony for eollection in Natal

1 Natal Drafts honoured

» Drafts issned in Cape Colony on Natal, honoured

1901. 802 | Irerezse. Decrease.

31 41 10

71 45 26

6 10 4

13 10 '8
£ 8 4 £ & d £ 8 d £ s 4
116 18 4 197 7 9 60 9 5
282 5 0 116 19 5 165 5 7-
3319 6 46 14 11 1215 5
751410 312 v 42 2 3

NET DECREASE :—No., 20; Amount, £134 3a.

(54
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REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER-QHNERAL (continted). ST

Postar

STATEMENT OF THE POST OFFICES AND AGENCIES OPEN Obc DECEMBER ‘_ ,
31sT, 1902, AS COMPARED WITH THE NUMBER OPEN ON DECE“BER 3IST 1901 .

Class of Office. 1901. 1902. Tnerease; Decrease.
Post Offices - 226 256 30
Post Office Agencies ... 46 43 .3
Agencies at Railway Stations ... 24 18 } ]
296 817 | 30. .

NET IncrEAsE :—21.

/

STATEMENT OF POST. OFFILES AND POST OFFI("E AGENLIES OPENED
DURING 1902. : S

Name of Office. ‘f Service Estshlished. Name of Office, : Sérviée Establiéhéd.' '
-
Amanzimtoti .| Six Days a Week, [ Mona River Tliree Daws a Week
Babanango Three , s Muller's Pass ... Six  , .
Botha’s Pass Three , Marianhill ... Six . .
Brynbella Daily. Ndwedwe, M.S. Three ,, »
- De Jager’s Three Days a Week.| Ngotshe Two »
Fay 1’s . ’ Otto’s Blaff ... Six »
Fort Yolland ... Three w3 Panl Pietershurg Three ,, .,
Ginginblova ... e Six " v Qudeni Three ,, "
Induditn e i Two » » Tafamasi «.. | Three ,, ’
Tnyoni Rail ... .l Six » " Umbnlwana ... | S, ’
- Jaeob’s’ e | Six v . TTmhlatnzi Rail o] S,
Kingston - e Bix b " Umlalazi . | B, ”
Lenwnek ... ...’ Three ,, ’ Untunjambili ... oo Three o, - o
Lilienthal el Bix o » Umzinto Rail . | B,
Luneberg we | Two " ” Utrecht . ..o | Three ,, =
Mona Tswo » » Vrvheid wo | Three ,,
The following Offices and Agencies were closed :—
Albertina. Hazeldene. Table Mountain.
Beith. Meran. Umbknnga.
D¢ Jager’s Drift.” Spitakep. Wilgefontein.
Embabane. Sunday’s River.

* An Office was opened at De Jager's.
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Postat.]

WITHIN THE COLONY:

REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL (Eontiﬁued).

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF CORRESPON DENCE RE(JEIVED OR DE'L' ‘
' WITHIN 'IHE COLONY; OF COREESPONDE\TCE POSTED WITHI\T ‘-‘HE ..
COLONY; AND OF NUMBER OF ARTICLES REGISTERED AT OFFICES

Correspondence Received.

1901,

92 |-

- Inecrease, |

" Deciiense.

: Letters, Official
. ' T;’é%ters, Ordinary ...
. Poit Cards
. 'iParceIs _ _
'BEoks a.nd Sample Pa.ckets'

-5Papem _"7
Tota.l
: Qé&espdﬁﬂeﬁce Posted

Artlcles Regxste:ed

1,142,479
13,731,744

) 321‘841,3 :
o 2, 514 291," -
5:'._' 3; 820 388

1,310,816 |

374;7:64—5

4‘,783,‘821;4

4,040,556

168,387 | . ...

17,270,656 | 338,912 |

',f.‘f 2269 553
.22g,168__, -

‘f'5"2' 023
4, ees.{. e

62046l | o

17,302,727
227,772 |

27,632,284

27 | 27,994,148 |

Camaeo | 43

10,320,557 |

COMPARATIVE STATE\L[ENT OF ARTICLES DEALT WI’I‘H I\* THE
RETURNED LETTER BRA'\TCH

. Correspondence.

1901.

1502,

Tnerease.,

Decrease, .

. Returned to Senders within the Colony
} ‘/ /f/ "Returned to ather Countries

.. Destroyed .

"~ Tetal - ...

80,265
54,304
48,566

104,089

80,774

48,397

23,824

96,470
331 -

183,135

233,760 | .

a5 | o
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- REPORT OF THY POSTMASTER-GENERAL (continued).

COMP. LATIVE STATEMENTS OF THE NUMBER OF BAGS AND CASES OF PARCELS DEALY WITH.

1901, 02 Inereage. Decreage.
ij{r‘ééﬁ.,omaeg in he Coleny 55,844 401,356 45,512
adjoining Torritorion 19,039 21,587 8548
seaive ft_.gni-lar]-jo_ixlﬁ;gr_ Tmatories 21,081 26,109 5,008
-ag}.’déspétgh?d fc}hé hited. Kingdom . 40 3,735 773
recoived frot the United Kingdom N 8000 9,007 1,087
Bﬁ‘::}ttérhedr@ V_FVO,VIjei‘gn :fiej-untries - 2,200 3,576 T 1,288
foceived from Forelgn Gonntries . 3,168 1,984 1,516
'Bﬂgé,,recqﬁ‘v?i-d'inl’-l‘mnsﬂ 8,986 6,182 2,80'4
ié’x_e.s‘ b‘f?éﬁeelg despaiched to United Kingdom ... ] 48% 44
l-';lxxe:s 0f “Parcels receivod from the United Kingdom 3,242 A 1,698
Total ... 426,743 485,947 65,825 T 36
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REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL (continaced.)

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF FOREIGN AND OVERDBERG FARCELS TRAFRIC.

1901, 1902, Increase. Decrease,
. .
- :Nu.mher of Parcels despateher] to the United Kingdom and Foreign Oountries 17,339 19,163 1,824
} mber of Parce]s raceived from ﬁﬁe Umted Kingdom and Foreign (Jouniries 44,623 67,722 23,095 g
"\'gqgal, L - 61,962 85,885 24,923
£ 8 4 £ s 4 £ 5 4 £ s d |-
: ;'Value of Arhcles exported to the United Kingdom and Foreign Countries 16,124 0 9 15,380 18 2 43 2 1
. _"Value of’ A.rtwles imported from the Tnited Kingdom and Foreign Countries 126,580 9 1 | 158,171 15 6 359 6 5
Amonnt ‘of Cnstorns Dues collecmd on Parcels and Letters from tho United Kingdom '
and Foreign Conntries .. v 788012 8 11,869 14 7 398971 11 -
‘Amonnt ‘of Custorns Dieg collected on Parcels nnd Letters from Countrias Ovarberg... 83 18 0 1214 2 & 530 '4 6

o A sz s AR R
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REPORT (F THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL (continued).

PosTaL]

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF MILEAGE OF PGSTAL ROUTE OPEN.
Service. 1901 1902, Incraase. Decreasa.
Railway 618 6333 15%
Post Cart 376 538 160
Carrier 2,297 2,522 25
Total 3,293 3,493% 2003
Posmz] ,/

CO\&PARATI\TE STATEMENT OF EXTENT OF POSTAL ROUTE TRA.VMRSED

IN MILEAGE.
Service. 1901, 1902, Increa'se.' E Decraa.sé.
Railway 1,006,349 1,362,196 355,847
Post Cart 133,445 182,888 49,443
Carriers 972,008 1,062,840 90,832
Total 2,111,802 2,607,924 496,122
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REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL (continued),

. COM_PARATIVE STATEMENT SHOWING MILEAGE OF TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE LINE AND WIRE.

Telegraph, Te]ﬁplmne-. " Privats Wires,
Eifng, Wire. Line, Wire. Line Wire.
Miles, Miles. Miles. Miles. Miles. Milea.
- Year ended 31st December, 1901 1,512 © 8,794} 203 145 231 B0
Yenr ended 31st December, 1902 ... 1,508 4,2413 593 4013 363 13,
SRR o f s . - et cnaii oo e B A e i o U

BE -~
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| THLEGRATHS. ]

RETURN OF CABLE TRAFFIC FOR THE YEAR ENDED 3isr DECEMBER, 1%02.

REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL (continuad).

“Total a;nonﬁﬁ ‘

1,152 11 9%

{ Ramber of Mey- | Mumber of Mes. Amonnt Puymanbi Value of
sazes received | SOEES %ﬂlﬁte‘i Amount received from Government . |. received by
* |- from Eastarn in %"‘l‘: aeariﬁa received on Eastern Company I'Jnstem lelu raph |Messages reseived| Deparbmesnt on
'Company for an E “% Total, behalf on aceonn CUompzny % from Fastern - {Messages received]
| dransmission to | ) emto Western Telegraph of of Messages hnnded to] Telegraph - from Fastern " -
Bouth Adfriean tumpzmy r i B.8.A.Company.| Prepeid Reply Department_for | Company for | Company £or re-
Stations. lm:}e)r::‘;:gmn Messages. re-transmission, | re-transmission. | . transmisaon..
. 1902 £ a4 £ a8 d £ g d £ a4 £ 8 df
.| Jamary 4,555 5,352 9,807 51 6 4;2 43 14 2% 301 14 '8 113 5 15| 510 0 FTE
Eebruary 3,612 5,705 9,317 41 16 10 1B1s 0 18 1 ¢ 8 1 2% 3317 0%
. M.uch +816 5,450 10,268 47 13 44 3310 3% 234 4 8 44 11 2% 364 18 §
o P 5,814 5,608 11,422 73 6 3L 4819 0L 305 11 4 691011 | 497 7 7.
'_May - 6,087 6,152 12,239 7215 9 58 7 43 368 2 24 81 18 4% 581 3 8};‘
FJne ... 5,729 5,364 11,593 95 10 1} 357 & 9 362 1 4 106 9 &4 620 4 T}
_".quly- e 5,888 5,504 11,432 196 8 3 5215 - 9% 346 2 4 142 1 7 647 8 0
;-  Angust - 5,518 3,606 11,124 8 2 9 48 13 4} 318 17 1¢ 135 17 0% 588 11 104
T Septezber £,408 5,291 10,629 81 15 11 4815 7} | 320 5 3 119 14 8% 564 6 .‘G
October’ 6,027 3,739 11,766 60 T 4 81 1 3% 368 14 # 22 0.0 537 3 5%
November ... 5,447 5,026 10,473 ! 3 0 0 70 15 10 324 5 11 102 7 8 l 570 12. 5
December 2,157 2,843 5,600 47 3 2 3 0 4 172 11 3016 9 286 11 3
Totals . 61,608 64,160 [125,768 836 5 2} 56716 0 | 360512 4 6,162 5 4

* Weatern,

65
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. TELEGRAPHS.]

3l

REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL: (continued).

RETURN OF REVENUE AND TRAFFIC, YEAR ENDED 31sr DECEMBER, 1902.

. ¥o. of No, of Nomber of Value of Total Earnings .
_Btations. g Messag Messages Trens- Total, Government Revenue.  (incleding Govern- Romarks.’
K forwarded. | received. mitted, ork. ment Work,
Act‘.on Homes. ... 337 384 721
.- Albert Falls® 1,102 942 2,044
-Albertina - . 1,664 1,302 1 2,[367
: Alexandra Junction 357 262 619
: Amanzimtote . ... 559 433 1,041 Opened in June.
iy 657 738 1 1,397 .
Balzowan . 771 710 . + L1481
‘Batstones . 1,864 1,739 . 3.658 o d"-‘ . .
- - pened in Jane,
206 164 370 Opened in May.
51 36 . Y o 1
1936 2,782 - 4,718
335 . 335
1,217 972 . 2139
. 198 142 . 240 -
- 16. Boston: Police- Camp 44 38 - 82 Gpened in November. .
ERRR Y Botha's Hill 224 145 . 371 )
I N
B beila : ened in February.
- Bﬁ?}er | 0095 | 1,68 1468 5,249 P Senkanil
o 2L, Gamperdown 1,147 1,223 . 2,.370 '
Cato Ridgs" 413 462 - §76 S
365 .- 781 Formerly known as‘Um-
7,835 1 19.453 hlali Rlver : -
396 396
146 1,900 2,635
1,301 - 5189
340 533
ngg:;, ‘ 579. %mg
2,822 5,51 ! : S
237 . 582 . Opencd. in .Tuue S
1086 135 2,264 - Op S
204- - 493 Opened in J
g - 27 Ra-opened in’ ovember
148 e 324 R
231 378
36 A4 24 588 99.597
319 889 194,272 831,002
151 3 2,730
20 124 -
1,460 3,033
3. Enqgab 116 sgg ' T - .
‘Engabeni 5 B - 215 ed in July.
“Eshowe: . 1,38 | o9ty 8| 2120 Opened in Jely
i 734 79 5,187 A
C o I R 1 7,74 5, 43
. ig %stcouﬂaﬁaif .- 17t 103 1 20’33? :
. « Fawn 244 223 i
N -49. Founfain Hall. 40 44 421 quned lﬁn M_ay.‘
. 150 FoxrEIL o C 200 238 FEN ' ‘
. --3l. Frere . 628 597 1,225
g‘z} ((}}illet,s‘ 1;1: 2,1%5 1,520 4005 . ;
= . 49, Ginginhlovo 454 477 ] 951 ai " :
-~ BLGleneoe Junetion 3048 | 223 1 5,203 Opened in Qetober-
© 55 Glen Mala 255 205 . 460 '
36. Gotrteri 274 363 T OATT
- .57.Greyiown ... 8BS | 88T 3,089 21478
B, Greyville 525 92144 2069+
59 Harding 3,704 2796 2,154 8,604
. 60. Harrison . 97 7] 190
61 Hattiig Sproit ... 3146 544 6,100 U
) g;. gelpr:nﬂ;aa];r l,bgg 1,489 3,149 :
- 65, Hermanngher, ! e 2 i .
64 Highfaty g - 338 | ug 52; Opened in October.
'69. Highflats Police Statnon 31 50 S1
68, nghlands a15 932 1,897
67. Hillerest 2298 | 2206 4409
'Eﬁ gi]m_;:‘ I|{g?gi - 1,;41 1610 3 3154 -
21, Hoespitz! Siding... 7,161 83 H
70. Howick .. 4:427 i’g-}z 5,61% ﬂf);} Closed in November.
71. Hewick Rail 1,578 1, r.gaq 8 9‘913
72. Ifafa... 129 1. Tlaaa
73. Illovo River 737 GO0 1297
71. lmpendhle 526 150 975
75. Inchanga 5,174 2,524 161 5,364
. Jb. Ingagans 3§75 717 - 1,343 -
- T7. Ingogo Rail 1,525 1232 2757
* 5. Ingwavuma 1021 795 L7 : e
79. luygm 101 67 '1(;3 . PR
0. Isipingo 870 1,002 L&72 Opened in Octob?lj.
- 8L 1xopo 3000 [ 2991 1,009 7,860 —
§2. Jneoby 3,536 2,668 G304 o d i1 Febi
8. Kearaney A0 744 1346 pened in Febroary. -
84. Keat's Drift 458 149 1 608
X3, Krantzkleof 183 230 433
86. Krantzkop 1,580 1,093 2403
87. Lagysmith - a0, 307 31 745 24,846 86,986 | | Haif valac
88 Ladysmith Raii... 2,908 "120 93 3,121 Military
gg %‘dﬁ -tton 465 508 973 || Messages,
-Loskep 141 148 289 | | Unpaid, _ N
7AT LIGTAR-TE QIERTORG 9 GlEnAT 1R 4
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- 130, Nawedwe

© I11. Mewcastle -

112, Newcostle Rail .
113 New Germany ...

- Ladysmith -
. TLadysmith Rail..
89. Lidgetton

.7 .90, Loskop

- o 91 Lower Illovo
.- 92, Lower Tugela ...
": 9%, Lower Umkomass
7 94, Mahlabatini

95. Malvern

96, Manderston

7. Mapumulo

. Marburg
xMelmoth

erabank
Mid-Illeve .
Mld-nlow Oanf.ml

i Mimosa
. Modder Spru;t “

- 105, Moguntia .
‘106, Mooi River ...

. 197, Monnt Edgecombe
-108. Mount Pre

109.. Musgrave Road ...

114. New Guelderland -

115. Wew Hanover
11(5 New Seotland

. Noodsberg .
. Noodsberg Road
3.' Normanhurat ..

il. Unthlangeni
. Umhblatnzl -
. Umlags Road ...
. Uinlalazi
. Umsinduosi
36. Umsinga
i7. Umtamvana
. Umtwalmmi
., Umzinte
. Umzinto Rail
. Umzambi -
. Union Bridge
.- Upper Tagela
174. Utreechs -
“I75. Van Reenen’s
176. Vant's brift
177. Vernlam
178, Vietoria Road
179, Vrijheid
150. Waschbanlk
181. Weenen
182. Wesgels Nek
183, West's
184, Willow Grange ...

© 185, Woodeote

186. Yorls
187, Zwaartkop

Totals ...

i
S0
93

1916
74
221

5,490

n

34,701
1

2,030

214472
1
Ta30
5,903
L8%3

1

w

- G828
402
1

14
5AG5

s

e

. DU, ST
152 1239
1,021 25

101 67
870 1,002
5,900 2,991
3,636 2668
502 T4
458 149
183 250
1.380 1,023
30,397 31,743
2908 120
e 465 508
. 141 148
357 390
3,807 3,447
2 (76 2433
(313 600
1217 1,429
U2 496
718 574
66 e
5,073 4518
6,390 5,862
181 155
576 599
193 133
569 484
15,168 12,278
1,089 1053
. 244 181
4932 | 18752
464
96,439 |- 90,697
284 113
20 32
270 433
1441 1500
2 1
A4 454
383 825
1,055 1,042
83 101
- 445 15
355 301
261 - 407
1,111 641
2047 2,718
1641 1590
2,994 - 1,815
1674 293
80 .59
447 419
195 0T
166,276 216,{180
8,614
72 137
2,857 3,153
4,242 2,569
37766 | 32,303
4,783 3 A68
150 284
4,987 5,779
1,304 7
116 114
765 023
A5 26
T4 117
1,063 933
1156 1,271
695 [HEY]
760 1374
4,000 3718
156 4
1740 1062
1,573 1,357
2,.5b’.-l 2,338
51
253 . 215
8,590 2,481
21 10
548 1,060
342 007
101 103
24 195
5817 415
134 120
233 222
1433 1,154
713 508
462 383
B33 [ 343
240 7
211 193
RRE) 384
1433 1,010
3,583 3,273
2,503 1,769
1,294 1,477
1759 4,):19
1357 25
11,436 0,264
1,453 1LUST
1257 L166
1,690 1407
86 98
349 327
114 162
124 236
654 800
960,126 978606

*1,146,914

13,079,736

£13 599 1210

* Az eacn “Messnge Involves two tranemissions the Lotal hag been donbled.

Half value
Military

LELD, 793 15 9267056 B 9 £100,379 18 4

Government,
Official
Messages,

1 Includes 573,457 vestranamitted Measages.

' Opened in Septemba

Opened in October.

Opened in October.

Opened in Fabruary.

Opored in July.

Formerly kmown as Clave--
land Hill
Opened in June.

Opened in kovembem

Opened in Decamber.
Opened in Angust.
Re-opened in July.
Opéneci'in May :

Fm merly lmown a8
- ‘Boston. .

Opened in A'ugu %

Opened in Octdﬁér.': N .
Openedin Angnat..

Re-opened in October,
Opened in March.
Opened in July.

Opened in October.

Opened in Julyas a Natal . -
. Office.

Opened in July us a Natal
Office. P
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