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RerPorRT of the PosTMASTER-GENERAL for
the Year 1876.

' resnted fo bofly Bowses of Pacliwment by conmud of BHis Geecellency the Goberver.
1877.

General Post Office, Cape Town,
Lst June, 1877.

Tha Honourahle the Colonial Secretary.

8ir,—1 have the hononr to submit my Report on the Postal Service of
this colony for the year 1876,
G. W. ATTCHISON,

Postmaster-General,

REPORT.

During the two previous years, owing to the very severe weather with
which every part of the colony was visited in turn, and the consequent
destruction to roads and bridges, considerable difficulty was experienced in
the regular conveyance of the mails. The damages then snstained have
now all been repared, and the scasons during the last year having been

- particularly mild, the inlard mails have been conveyed with a tolerable
-degree of regularity, us may be judged from the fact that the fines for

postal delays during the past year only amounted to £1,653, a very marked
contrast to the amounts £3,448 and £3,932 levied respectively in 1874 and
1875,

The chief obstacle to the efficiency of the inland postal service hes
been the destruetion of the Zwartkops Bridge which was carried away
early in the year. From its sitnation on the main line of road between
Port Elizabeth and Graham'’s Town, the loss of this bridge was a maiter of
serious momernt, as any delay in the arrival of the post at Graham’s Town
throws the whole of itho Frontier Mail Service out of gear-—Graham’s Town
being the centre from which the posts radiate i all directions.

Fortnnately, the railway aftorded the meaus of semewhat supplying
the defect of the bridge, aud much of the inconveniesee which must other-
wise have inevitably followed was obviated by the nse of special trains;
but while these to a very great exteut coutributed to make amends for
the loss of the bridge, still. owing to the fact that this yailway line is -
fenced, the mails when arriving late at Port Elizabeth could not always be
forwarded at once, it being deemed unsafe to travel over the line late at
night. Again, the line, being « single one, was st tiines found to be blocked,
and from these causes, although the railway has afforded considerable aid
in the transmission of the ails, the service has not been uuattended with
drawbacks.
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It is, however, {o be noped that shortly this li‘li(: mu 11&-! m“;(i'f)f;}‘;p;?
gively utilized £ postal purposes, namlr ‘tlmt wi_u»n it is opene 1tn : -i('k ande,
only a fvw hours ride from Graham’s Town, ithe 1':ul\‘v:1y‘ authorties may
foel themeclver at liherty to pluwe ai tlie dispomal of thiz dopz}r:tmm.it} )
night train to leave Port f,ﬂ‘i:mbehh-tslar@g biaes o ‘.X"r_‘(j!xi;)l}‘ lhiin ! 1; 1{}1 o ‘s -({
Cape post. With the distance in time between Povt I tbeth | e
CGipaham's Town considerably diminished, 08 it will be when the ,““1 8
open to Alicedele, 72 miles from Port I*lf‘izabc‘hh-; wnd “"fh }“; n.‘_"“?f"‘“f'}’ﬁ"gf-“'
having the post at Graham's Town earlier i‘-ii:jlqi‘ seven o eight 1. t. 1(:‘11}‘01 -
g, 1t 18 apprehended that there will be no dfl‘hcuity 11t }1511'31'1315- : izauﬁ. at
night b such a pace as fo precinde all feur of danger. No m&ﬁ—sm 6 W cikid
tend more to officiency 1 the conveyace of the E“P“G“““fr}’r }“aﬂﬂ t}{im-
this, as upon it depends the punctual dispatch i!z.:nm Graham’s Town. The
present uncertain hour of dispateh not only affects the regubwrity 1}??&‘3
recaipt of the mails at the places beyond, But also the reters from passon-
ger traffie, and so enbances the cost of the me'l service. ) )

The following are the chiefalterations and additions made for afferding
improved post:l communication. . .

An additiona) mail in the week has been ostablishied }}utwcw For
Beaufort and King William's Town at a very trifling cost, the amount of
which, is eovered Dy the payment made for » postcony eyed part of the way,
between Fort Beaufort and” Alice, for which the post to King William's
Towr serves as a substitute, whilst affording increased nceommodation to 4t
tiie places on this route, ' .

A more regular communication has been established between Queen's
Town and St. Mark's #/4 Bolotwa, an important post in connection with the
trade of Tembuland and with the natives nnder Mr. Levey, who have lately
mude very marked progress in agrienlture.

Cominunication has also been established with the back paris of the
Jivisions of Vietoria West and Fraserburg, extensive tracts of ecantry
whieh had hitherto been entively neglected. T ormerly the post was par.
tially conveyed by orderlies of the Northern Mounted Police, a system
which wags found not to answe¥, and it has now heen re-organizod so as w
afford Carnarvon a sccend post in the week and to reduce the time ocen-
pied in communicating with Kenhart, o station becoming the centre ol o
large trade, within a roasonable linit. )

The posts in these pavts are at prosent costly, hut the (.lllﬂ:l}‘ is pistified,
considering how large a tract of valuable country is heing opened np by
them. The daily increasing weight of mail dispatched e that direction s
assuring evidence of their necessity, as ageuts o these outiving districes
not only tending to foster trade and nuprove the comnmercinl position of the
iuhabiinnits, but eflecting mueh in keeping up the standard of edneation, 10
not in advancing it In order fo improve the comumnication hetween the
Priamend-felds and Furope, and at the same time fo velieve the weight of
the exisiing posts, a third mailin the weel with Kinoerley has Lieen o8-
inhtished, The eost has been inconsiderable, woo i offoct this purpose o
only niecessary o wstitude an additional post hetweea Lichmond and Hope
Town aud fit it in with the exisiing pozts. 1t Las answered the expectas
Hons anticipated admirably, and cuabled the Government to meet tho
wishes of the frontier inhabitants o Lave the day of the packet’s dicraceh
to Fagland ehanged from Friday to Tuesday, withoat inconvenience toany
place, the mails {rom cvery part of the Colony, the Free State, and even
from the Trangvanl Ty a recent change, being due in Cape Town on
Monday evening, in time for dispateh by packet the following day,

The railway liue having been opened to Glen Connor, the G raall=Reinet
mails are now conveyed to hat ;mim from Port Elzabeth, and aevanae-
ments are v progress for foproving aud inereasing the direet comnunica-
Hoh Wit Girdl-foeimed,
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"The post betiveen Avontuur and Willowmore »id Uniondale has aldo
been improved, the conveyaunce being now effected by cart wmstead of on
" horseback. '

An additional mail has alsc been established between Bedford and Fort
Beaufort, and the dispatches altered so as to be more convenient for pas-
senger traffic, a cansideration_whieh ,a:ffects. the cost very materially, with-
-out injury in these branch mails to the efficiency of the service.

An adliticual mail in the week now rous to Calvinia—a large district,
the Crown lands in svhich have only very lately been swrveyed, and may
bo expected te yield a considerable land revenue. T
. Aweekly post has also beer established with Gansfontein 1n the
" Karoe, which sinee the leasing of the Crown Jands in that locality is being
gradnally popnlated. : "

Tpon the epening of the railway to Worcester, the posts to Robertson
. :and Montagu -were re-arranged, resnfting in the snbstitution of three posts

- in the week with Capz Town, n lien.of the two heretofore, and the reten-
tion of the weekly post with Swelleudam. This increased aceommeodation
sras effected without any additional.cost.

Since the settlement of the fewritorial guestion at issue hetween the
;Orange Free State and Grigualand West, a postal convention has been en-
tered Into between those Governments, allowing the free passage of mails
through éach other’s territory. Under this arrangement it occurred to me

+to suggest to the Postmasters-eneral of the two States, that further advaii-
eage wonkd vesnlito them by allowing similar privileges to mail packetsfor
andfrom: s Oolony. Action lias been daken npon this suggestion, and the
resulids thatthe Free State have now the oppertnnity, vid Kimberley, of a
~ Abird eommunication -with :Cape Town, and of transmitting their European
correspondence by the same ronte, so as to reach tiis office on Monday
evening, in common with the mails from all parts of the Colony, in time for
dispatch by the mail-packet leaving the next day. On the other hand, un-
der this arrangement several of the bordering divisions of this colony
have been brought into more immediate communication with the Diamond-
fields and the Transvaal than they possibly could be if they had to depend
solely upon the posis passing through this colony.

The overland mail from King Willinm's Town to Natal vid the
Transkei, although it is greatly improved-—carts being employed now from

King William’s Town io Umtata, and a horse-post snbstituted for part of
the remainder of the ronte instead of runners-—still the working of it 18
not eltogether satisfactory, considering the importance of the country
4raversed, the trade-with which is ouly now really developing itself; and
it may possibly be necessary, before it can be made thoronghly efficient
_that thers- shonld be a personal interview with the Postmaster-General of
Natal, for which arrangements were made by my predecessor when thns
post was first organized, but which were never carried out.

Sinee the opening of the Fast Londen Railway to King William’s Town,
mails on that line have been conveyed twice o day.  The cost, however,
t-the conveyance of these mails from East London and King William'’s
Town te the stations is heavier than that incirred formerly for the con-
veyance of the daily mail between King William’s Town and East
Londou.

Phis service was certainly exceptionally low, the large amonnt of
passenger traffic on this lie enabling the contractor to take the mails at
a nominal price. Still, considering the short distance between East London
and Panmnre, the excessive cost scoms mexplicable ; but it is to be hoped
that competition wiil soon avise and pnt an end to exorbitant charges.

Mnch additional facility has been aflorded to the pnblic for having
access to the post by the increase of postinasters.  During the year fifty-
seven additionul uppoimtments have been made ; they now number five
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hundred and thirty-uiue, or nearly double the nnmber there wag
1371, o i
'The postal convention witl Natal has been amen ted, and the rate of’
postage reduced from sixpence to fourpence the half-onnee, thus making the
ostage unifoor with the Inland (tolonial rate and with that charged wpon -
letters for the Urange Free State and the Fransvaal. i
The pustalconvention with the Transvaal luas :JI‘HO been amended, so tha
mail mattor passing from this colony rhro_ugl i the Fransvaal 13 exempb 'EEOH
postage for transit, and viee versa. A similar_arvangemaent 18 now under |
the consideration of the Volksraad of the Orange Free State, and if-
acquiesced in, the offect will be the neighbouring States and Cnltm_ie_s witl:
as far as postal watters are coneerned be ex otly in the same position;
if they were integral parts of the Cape {otony.,
By the opening of large sections of railways lately, the area deriviig,
the bonefit of increased communication, ».- - tonsequently, under Section-
of Act 30 of 1864, the privilege of reducea postage has been conaiderably
extended, and the places now enje, fug a penny post number 549, :
; Contracts have been cutered into with the Union Company an
Donald Currie & Co. for the convevance of a woekly mail to and fro
England, which came into foree on the st October, 1876, aad are b
terminate on the 30th September, 1882, It is stipulated in them thet the
voyages are to be perfermed in 26 days, and in 27 days when the packe
is appointed to touch either at St. Helena or Ascension. Premiums &
speod at the rate of £4 3s. 4d. are allowed for every complete hour’in
which the passage is made under the peried of 26 or 2% days and at the,
rate of £6 s, per hour for cach such passage under the peviod of 23 or 24y
respectively. The contraceors ave further ontitl 1 to recotve the postd
collected ou the mails tuey convey. '
I append statements {rom which the working of thesc contracts may

~ be seen. ‘
The following statistics of the dopartment are aunexed, as of inferast
in showing the amount of work effected :

The mail matter dispatelind inland from Cape Town was as fol-

lows ;—
Number of lerters . . . . . . . 831,692
Number of papers . . . . . . . 1,163,228

Number of books 128,950

o . . . .
Showing au increase over the previous year rospectively of 136,216,
166,403, and 33,297,
| The weight of mails despaiched was :—-By cousting steamers, 82,163
Ibs., by posi-cart to the Eastern Frontiers, 118,842 Ibs.; Ly post-cart io
the North-Eastern Frootiers, 70,224,

. - , . :

The mails dispatched to Eugland consisted of':

Letters | . . . . . . . . 254,708
Papers . . ; . . . . . . 218,399
Books . . . . . ; . . . 10,420

A 718y (3 . L N AL H . P
fhhﬂ\vmg aneseoss ol 15,630 iu the number of lettees over the previous
.year.

Livyistorod Letters,
Tle number of reeistered lottors passine throneh he O -l Post-
‘ registered letters passing theough the General Fosv

“office has incteased H0 vor cont, sinee 1874, as appears an the annexod
retarn i—
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o o o 1874, 1875, 1876,
Received from and 27d England . . 4.566 4,944 6,048

. Trom other places beyondsea . . 160 252 - 807
From inland towns . . . . 7,080 11,670 12,760
Dispatched to and vid England . . 5318 " 3,616 7,085
To other places beyond sea . . . 162~ 235 166
odnland towns . . . .. . H280 420 6,524

Totals | 21,521 27,011 32,890

- 1hé letters containing coin and other valuables posted al the General
Post-office without being registered, and compulsorily registered by officers
if the depariment, amourded to the unprecedentedly large pumber of 445,
"ofwhich 259 were received from inland towns, 79 were posted for inland
4rinsmigsion, and 107 were addressed to England, '
As indifference or careldssness in this matter wonld appear to_be on

. the increase, I would again caution the public against a practice which is

as untair o the post-office eraployés as 1t is hazardous to the senders, and

urge.ihem in making remiftances to'avail themselves of money-orders

wheriever this can be done ; but where this is impracticable, in no cage to
- attemyt-the transmission of coin without registering the letter containing
e lgwness of the preminn on‘money-orders and of the registration fee
ng no excuse, , ,
7 9The record of the weight of registered packets addressed to England,
“gupposed to contain diamonds, has continued to be kept, from which it
+would appear that the weight dispatched during the last three years has
‘been as follows :—

, Tbs. 0%,
In 1874 . . . . . . . . 474 5
In 1873 . : : ) : . . : 649 12
Tn 1876 - . . . . . . . . 702 A

The amount of Customs duties collected on articles of jewellery and
other valuables imported through the Post office shows a steady increuse,
the amounts received being:

£ s d
ir 1874 . . . . . . . . 241 3 8
In 1875 . . . . . . . . 318 17 6

"In 1876 . . . . . . . . 485 16 10

Dead Letters.

The unclaimed colonial letters returned to the writers numbered 6,914
ordinary and 101 registered, yielding a postage of £79 3s. 1d.

2,709 ordinary and 53 registered unclaimed lettors were returmed to
Loudon, and 1,305 ordinary and 19 registered to British Colonies wnd
Foreign paris.

The nnclaimed letters veturned from Englaud to the Cape amonnted to
1,198 ordinary and 17 registered letters.

Among the unclaimed letters, unregistered, the fellowing propevty was
found :—Coln, £13 2s. 8d.; Cheques, £1,0808s. 7d.; Drafts, £315 6s 8d.;
Bank Notes, £39; Money Orders, £15 0s. 6d.; aud Tromissory Notes,
£369 10s. 11d. ‘ '
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S S Revenue.

¢ o )
-« Revenue ar.d Bxpenditure
Tl cxpenditure hasbeen as follows :—
o o £ s 4
: lSalaI'ieS ‘ . ) k‘ = B - ’ * ’ 13,2%8 3 7
‘Allowabees”. . . 1,219 6 3
Confingingles . .0 1,684 11 11
Bent . . . . . 85 0 &
Trangport, . . . . g§ 8 0

Conveyance of Mails . . 81,580 12 6

B

, £ s 4

Tostage . . . . B4l O 0
Postaldnes . . -~ .. . 1,658 0 0
- Premiiunis on money orders . 1,407 0 0

Deficiency £38,084 0
- In-this expenditure is inclnded £1,333, the cost incurred in providin
speciil trains Yor crossing the Zwartkops River, to which reference hay
ateady been made ; but even withthe addition of this item the exponditur
s less by £4,142 than it was the previons vear. No appreciable reduciio
can, however, be expected inthe expenditurc for the conveyance of the mai
nriil‘the heavy contracts made in previons years lapse. By that #im
is to:be hopeddhat the Gouritz, the Kromme, and other rivers on the ma;
road to Port Elizabeth will be bridged, and the road through Lange Klaof,
now being worked at, completed. | fecl confident that as soon as this Tiag :
beew effected there will be a very cousiderable reduction in the cost of.%
mail conveyance on this iniportant line, which will go far in a few year
by the saving so effected, to cover the expeaditure incwrred on thess
works,

But even 1f my hopes in this respect should be fully realized, T do not
anticipate any diminution in the expenditure under this head, as the saving
effected on existing lines will have to be devoted to meot the growing
wants for postal commumiication on every hand, especially as the Colony .
extends its borders, and takes in new conntry, the very first necessity of
which is the post. ) ,
. The revenuc has increased hy £1,086, in spite of a fulling off of £2,27¢
in the proceeds of postal tines.  This 1s, however, an undssirable sonrceof
reverue, whi{;h can only flourish in an unhealthy and exceptional state
of things. It is gratifying, however, to notice that the revenne from postage
and the premiums on money ordors, the legitimate sources, is steadily on
the increase, as shown in the ACCOMPANYING Tt 1—- )

Postao 1373, 1874, 1375, 1876, .
Postage . Ce £41,478 £18,567 £53,128 £56,411
Premiums on Money Orders . . 909 1,019 1,324 1,407

Tt . s Rt TN I3 + . . .
£38 nglff excess of ‘;3;!-’@11(111'«110 over vevonue for the year is shown to be
38,0 5 allowing £20,000 for the serviees reudered by the department to

il 2 5 1 * e

the Government m the conveyance of correspondence, the deficit is vedueed
(o £18,004 o

to £18,094, ‘
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Considering, therefore, that the cost forfield-cornets’ posts, very many
Jf which exist as much for Governmental adminisirative as  for postal pur-
»oses, is.also borne by this department, and that the posts in fhis sparsely
sopulated eountry; parts of which ave diffienlt of access even by the mail,
fect as much in an edueationdl point of view, earrying along with it books
wd papers as well as letters, as if directly con: ected with the Educational
Jepartmotit, and receiving a grant in aid, it will, T submit, be allowed that-
he comparatively small excess over the revenue is money, well spent in

G. W. ATCHISON,

Higrtiné Interests of the country. ©
Postmaster-General, !

'
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Statement shewing Premiums Paid for Speed on Voyages from ¥

by the Donald Crrrie Line of Steamers,

| Date of Depariure from
England,

Name of Vossel,

1876,
Gotober 6

" 20
- November 3
3 17

T December 1

51 13
o 29
1877,

Jaunary 12

February 9

1 23
March 9
22

Walmar Castle
Dunrobin Castle
Couwland ...
Edinburgh Castle
Lapland ..
Flamingo
Elizabeth Martin
Walmer Castle
Dunrobin Castle
Courland ...
Edinburgh Coastle
Balmeoral Castle

Caldera .

Fam

ay tak

L1213

LT L)
(L1 -
13 -

cau

e

rca

Ada

Eam

9447 18 1
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btd,tement shewing Premiums Paid for Speed on Voyages from Englaad
by the Union Company Line of Steamers.

e of Dep';rfme from

Kane of Vessel.

{Promtane for Sp‘qeu-:

. England.
1876, £ 8 &
October 13 African .- 116 13 4
3 27 Danube Iy o - 187 10 0
Noventber 10 | Roman . 166 13 4
f ; Earopean .. e 133 6 8
?eé‘éﬁibéi:. g Nubian™ - . . 5060 0 0
o o2 Teunton o e
1877,
! Janaary 5 American .. 100 0 0
B
s 28 Anglian . eer . 187 10 0
“February 2 African e 133 6 8
. 18 Roman oo . . . 162 10 0
March 2 European . 337 10 0
. 16 Nubian .. . 412 10 ¢
s 30 Teuton
2437 10 ©
(G 62—717.] o
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