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CAPE OF GOOD HOPE.

REPoRT on the Posrar SErvicE of the Coroxy for
the Year ended 8lst December, 1875,

Erecentey by both Bouses of Peelisne.T by commn of Bis Exeellency fhe Governor.
187 6.

General Post Ofice, Cape Town,
24th April, 1876,

nourable the Colonial Secretary.

Stfg-F hive the benour to submit my Report on the Postal Service of this

olomy for théyear 1875,

G, W. AITCHISON,
Postmaster-Grenoral.

Erront,

~ At the close of last yeasr the colony was visited by o unprecedented flood which
arried away the bridges on the most imeporiant lines, and proved very desttnetive to
ihe roads. To enable the post contractors to fulfil their engagements, considerable
yiditions had in many insiances to be made to the contract allowances, while lenjiency
iﬁd necegsarily under snch unparalieled cirenumstances to be shown in the imposition
i fines. Duoring the past year the parts of the colony whick had previously escaped
tom the ravages of the weather, have been subjected to similar visitations, and it has
" wmen with much diffienl’y that the inland meil genveyance has been carried on to a
% Hegree at all satisfactory. The efficimt coast packet service, which it will be sean by
* ihe ‘returns of expenditnre bag necessarily been largely taken advantage of, has
" iended vory materially in preventing the mails for the frontier districts being sub-

jected to the sericus delays to which ihey would otherwise have besn inevitably
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. The expenditure therefore for the conveyance of mails, operuting as these causes
h-e been throughont the year, will be found to be considerably in excess of the
Hrevious year. The chief item of expenditure is for the conveyance of ma Is between
%ape Town and Humansdorp, on the main line to Port Klizabeth. The cost for this
vice in LDlecember 1873 vwas £5,600 per nnnum, At present the cost is £ 1,662, I
fo ot Aowever dntieipate any great reduction will be made in the cost for this portion
i the service until the rood through the Lange Kloof has been iciaid, so0 as to avoid
the frequent erossing of the Kromme River, which has now to be traversed eight times,
‘and until the Dnivenhoks and Gouritz Rivers have been bridged. This line of rnad
- offers the chief obstacles te the regular conveyance of the most important mails of the
“eolony, and it is very desirable therefore that the relaying of the road, which the
¢ Public Works Department is now engaged upon, shonld be prosecuted with vigonr,
- and provision also made for ihe early bridging of the rivers above menticned, When

these works are completed, there will be no diffienlty in getting the mails carried
_along this Hne in shoxt sect’ons by residents along _the road, especially now that the
- weight of mails to be conveyed is considerably diminished by the employment of the
- cgasbting pookets. A larme inerease too has heen made in the cost of extra posts
: “slong thiz img——one hutrdred and five ponnds ten shillings being now the charge for an
 extra post to Grahsm’s Town frq'm Cape Town while tormerly it way conveyed for
. sixty-nine pounds ten shillings. I have accordingly restricted the namber of extra
 posts despatched, limitiug them only to the occasions when by their despatch 2 reply

by the Srst outgrng packet car be secured to Port Elizabeth or the frontjcy distriots
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If however there has been an increase in the expenditure of .an exueptional ¢

natare, there has been 2 progressive am murked incresse in the postal revemue -
Bar -enr, . X

yorr %ieyrevenue for 1875 shows an excess of £5,351 ovor that _of 1874, wh@h arain

excocded that of the previous year, when additional postal facilities were aﬂm‘de& to

a large exztont by the establishment of new posts, the re-arrangement of others, and

by # jarge increase in the number of postal agencies. Within the last two years

therefora the postal Tevenne has been incrensed by £14,000. ‘

The distriets or field~-cornets ’fosts have now glmost all becn converted from
fortnightly into -weekly posis. "his mensure hag of courss boen .attended with -
inoreased expenditure, especinlly under the eireumstauces already referred fo which -,
added so largely fo the cost of the conveyance of the ordinary mails, but the comntry
has onjoved lazze benefits from the change, as these posts now afford the means of
keeping np communication with the most distant paris, iustead of merely serving the
afministrative parposes of Government, and simply conveying the Government Gazette
and official letters. . . L

The following ars the chief plterations and additions made duving the year with
o view of frcilitating and improving postal communication. L

The mail for the Freo State is now conveyed divect from Cradock to Durghevs-
dorn instead of iz Middelburg, and from Burghersdorp vie Bethulie instead of via
Alfwal Novth. The chauge has very mush improved the commuincation between the
Colony snd Yree State. _

The extension of the railwey to Ceres Road has allowed of the mails fo L
being despatched from Geres Road Station, and those from Clanwilli ‘
iard from the Piquetherg Road Station instead of from Wellington
Reinet mails instead of %a'mg sent from Port Elizabeth by pa
1o Uitenhage, redncing the distance to Graafi-Reiuet by two hot o

The tri-weekly commusnieation with Worcester has beén gisplas d:by a daily post. -
Two additional mails in the week have been provided for Caledoen by means of the!
passenger cart rnuning from Ferste River Station. ] ‘

A daily post has been established between Graham’s Town and EKing William's!
Town, and between King William’s Town and Hast TLondon at less cost than the i
weekly post. A seeond post in the week has also beea establisiied by passenger oaxi:
between Graham's Town and Fort Beanfort, and between Fort Beauford and Queen’s:
Town. By ajudicions arrangement of the field-cornets posts, direct communicati
is kept np between Alice and DPeddie, and an opportunity alee afforded for additionn
communiention with those places by the daily post rupming between Graham’s Towr
and King Williaw’s Town. An additional post in the week has been established
between Beaufort and Fraserburg. ' i

A woekly pust has also been established between Fraserburg and Victoria West
and Victoria West and Richmond, comuecting the former ploges more immediately
with Port Elizabeth, and at the same time improving their commumcation with Capé

Mewsn. An additional post fn the weck has also been provided betwoen Swellend:
and Port Beanfort, and hetween Graaf™~leisut and Aberdeen, '

During the year a compilation of instructions for postizasters, which had nevey
previously been printed, was completed, and each postmaster supplied with a Cupy
These, together with the printed Boute List compiled by me in the previous year}
being in the hands of the postmasters, prevent errorsthrough ignoranee which were of
frequent occnrrence, but which in the absence of the necessary guide or information; ;
could not be properly noticed. et l%é

In July last—the frstof czasion that I found myself in n positiontn B %
Head Office for any length o time, owing to the number of matters:which necessgrily?
engaged my attention there after my assumption of office—I left Cape. Town for Poif
Elizabetl: on 2 tour of inspeetion. From Port Eligabeth I travelled by the following
route : Graham's Town, King William's Town, Eomgha, King William’s Town, Alice;i
Fort Beaulort, Bedford, Cradock, Middelburg, Colesherg, Bloemfontein, Kimberley}
Hope Town, Philipstown, Hanover, Richmond, Murraysburg, and Baaufort, returning
to ¢ ape Town wiz the Karroo. I inspeeted the several post offices on the line o
route travelled.  The inspect.on afforded me the opportanity of meeting the redidenty
in cach locality chiefly interested in postal arrangements, of c'imsideriﬂg the suggestions
they bad to make in the interests of the community, enabling me in many cages ¢
malke modifications of existing arrangements to the advantage of tho combnnitics, and
to correct defects of the existence of which I was ignoraus, and which it was only
necessary to bring to wmy notice tv have them remedied. In the vourse of tlae
inspection I became aware that the gread wajority of ilic postmasters were acting u
agents to the post contractors,and as th - ‘nterests are not altogoether ideutical witl
those of ¢his department, strict injunetion.  -c issned sgainst the coutinmnee of th
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ostmasters therefore having now only one master %o serve, ean exercise
Tonizol over the contractors which they could not do in the snomalous
S they fromerly were in, . » ' _
During my visit to Bloemfontein I suggested the desivability of increased com-
yication with Port Elizabeth and the Cape Colony generplly, and on my return to
ape Town submiited o scheme by which this could be effected via Aliwal Nogth
“with Hittle expense to the Free State, by a re-arrangement of existing posts. This
proposal has been under consideration, but I learned from the President, as he passed
through Cape Town en his way to England, that its adoption had to e deferred for
the. preseat...

- A postal convention between the Colony and the Free State, though long desired
‘in the intovests of both communities, conld hitlierto never be eitected; owing to
stiprlations' being insisted upon which eould not be assented to. Flowover the Govern.
ment of the Free State having come to a resolution to allow dll letiers for the Free
. State prepaid in the Colony to be delivered free, the same .concession has been made
on the pait of the CUolony in the case of letters aldressed toit and prepaid in the
Free State, nnd accordingly the main object of the postal convention, viz., reciproeal
free delivery, has now happily been effected.
Before bringing my report to a close, I would venture afew remarks for the
guidance of the public. .
- By & very objectionable practice and ove swhich from a post-office point of view
cannot’be sufliciently depreeated, it hus become ecustomary o confer the same name
orrtwo places situated both in this Colony, or one in this Colony and the other in one
of ‘the adjoining states, The Iatest instances of the Kind are Ventersburg near
Burghersdorp in this Colony, an? Ventersburg in the Qrange Free State. * Bardly in
the division of Wodehouss, nod Borkly in the Dismond Flelds. Instances of an older
flate- ave Lady Grey in Aliwal North .and Zady ‘Grey in Robertson. Durban in
Cape Division, and Durban in Natal. The missending of correspondence oceasinned
by this siinilarity in names, has been a most fruitful source of annoyance, inconvenience,
- anddoss, for-which in the ‘absence.of .anything distinetive in the addressto indicate
- definitely the place intended, the post office authorities are searcely to be blamed so
muck asthe thoughtlessnoss shewn in the naming of places, or in the want of care,
under these circumstances, in the address of correspondence.
It occasionally happens that letters for Richmond and Bediord intended for
TPaces 5o named in *his Colony, are in the hurry of business, when posted on the days
tho wails for England are being made up, by misiake included in these mails. On
czdizary oceasions this would not occeur, but to p.ovide against such michaps which
way af fimes prove of consequenee, it is suggested that in all cases where towns inthe
Colony are named after places in the mother or other couniries, the words Cape
Colony * shonld by added to the address. The number of such piaces is larger than
onid he thought at first, as will be seen by the following list:—Aberdeen, Adelaide,
gxandria, Bathurst, Bedford, Bexlin, Cambridge, Dovdrecht, Hanover, Middelburg,
Neweanile, Queen’s Lown, Richmond, Waterford, and Wellington.

Now that the addrasses of regular correspondents are generally printed on the

env/iopes, there can be no objection why the address should not he.rendered complete
. by fe addition suggested. It is also suggested in order to facilitate and expedite tie
~ deivery of mails, that the number of the box shonid be added io the address of leiters
afl newspapers of all private boxholders.
I annex suclh statistics of the depavtment as may be deemed to be of inlersst to
‘the publie. ,
The mail matter despatched inland from Cape Town was as follows :—

Number of Letters . . , . . . . 694,476
Number of Papers . . . . . . . 496,825
Number of Books . . . . . . . 95,653

showing an increase in the number conveyed duriug the previous year, respectively
of 41,022, 108,849, and 12,067.
The weight of mails despatched was :—

By Coasting Steamers . . . ., ., . 75198 lbs.
By Post Cart to Enstern Frontier . . . . 100,622 lbs.
By Post Cart to North Eastern Frontier . . . 68,400 Ibs.

showing an increase in the service performed by the coasting packets to the extent of
43,887 lhs. over that in the previcns year.

The number of bags of mails received by the Union Packets dming the vear
amounted to 2,465, or 44 in excess of those received last year. Those by the Donald
Currie Line amounted to 286, ox 139 more than were conveyed last year.
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The mails despatched to England consisted of z—

Tiotters . . . . . .. - . -
Papers . . e s . e e .
Books . . . - . . . .,

or 44,707 letiers, and 122,953 papexs in excess of those sept the previous year.
Registored Yetters.

The nmmber of registered letters received in the General Post Offics wag 1

From and ¢ia Boglewd . . . . 4944
From other places beyond sea s e e e . 252
From inland towns . . e . . . . - 11670
And those despatched :—-

To and vie England e e« e+ e . 5615
1o other places beyond sea . s e e e 235
To inland fowns . . . - . . . . 4,804

27,011

being in all 5,490 more than passed through it during the previeus year. :
he rumber of letters containing coin and other valuables posted withont heing.
registered, and which were compulsorily registered by efficers of the depavtment
amounted in the year to 349, being 45 posied for transmission to England, 24
veceived in the General Poswt Office from inland post offices, and 57 posted fo
inland towns. ' h
The oustoms duty collected on articles of jewellery and other valuables passiug
through the post office by letier amounted to £313 175, 6d., or £72 135, 10d. in exces
of last year’s collections.
A record bas continued to he kept of vemistered packets presumed to contain
diamonds posted for tramsmission to England. From this it would appear that the’
weight amounted to 849 Ibs. and 12 oz, being an excess of 175 lhs. 7 oz. over the previows ;
Fear's return.

Dead Letters.

The number of unclaimed eolomial letiers returned to the writers was 9,442
vieiding a postage of £103 3s.1d., of these letters 114 received unregistered were found-
to contain :—Money Orders to the value of £61 0s. 6d.; Chegues £2,088 0s. 84,
Coin £4 1ls. 7d.; Bapk Notes £158; Bills of Bxchange and Drafis £774 195, 4d. ; 2
Promissory Notes £219 0z, 94. :

1,919 ordinary and 37 registered letters were returned to the Unifed Kingdom
and 79 erdinary and 14 registered letters were returned to the Colony from Eaglad
a8 unelaimed. o

Money Orders.

The issucs of Money Orders during the year were as foliows :~—Upon Oﬁu‘é in
Cape Colony £57,877 165, 8d. ;5 Upen ofiices in the United Kingdom £18,03% 195, 3y
Upon offices in St. Helena £527 17s. 54, Upou offices in Natal £253 65, 74, ; Up{a
offices in Grigualand West £7,197 16s. 0d.; Total £83,896 155 I1d., oL - &
£19,915 65, 2d., in excess of the issue in the previous year.

The payments made from the respeetive offices were as follows :~On account of
ordess issued in and upon the Colony £5G,869 4s. 8d.; Ou account of orders issued in
United Kingdom £2,895 55.7d.; On account of orders issnedin St. Helena £334 11a. 6d.;
On accouut of orders issaed in Natal £296 18s. 0d. ; On account of orders issued in
Grigualand West £5,858 95, 11d.

Reveaue and Erperditure.

The expenditurc of the deparinient for the past year has been as followsimm

Convegance of Mails.

. . - . - 45823 0 9
. . . . . 2,679 45 @

. . 8433 17 2
- - 31 10 3

Inland Mails .
Extra Posts

District Posts . . . .
Gratwitics to Masters of Vessels

Carcicd forward . £63,789 13 2
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Brought forward . £60,789. 13

o S:;pply ond refmiioi' Mail Bags, wazcloth, &c. 6967 %
Mails from Landing Places . . . 147 12

- Bloemfontein and Hamismith,n - . w0 o 900,060
Steamn Communication Table and Algoa Bays. 1,325 ©
Hope Town and Xaruman . . » . 24 0-
Conveyance to England by Union Line . . 89,69 O
Gratuity te Donald Currie Line . . » 18,500 ©
- Total for the '(}‘onvejyance of Mails . 86,651 8

Salaries .- . e s . a - -1-3,20-8 18
Allovrances . . . . . . 1,084 4
Conginge: . o . . L . . . '._1,793 6
' 18

Total of Expendituxe . . .-« =« 102,707
' © . Revenue.

Postage , . o+ - 53,128 18 6
:Eiﬁe? . . e . . . . -8;932 (RN SR
Preminms on Money Qrdera . . . . 1,324 17 @

anlseriatedl

[

=_’§i.‘0ta_1;o£R_eVenue . .. .., 58385 16 9

etively of £302aud of £1,800, which is for arrears of the previous
year, mast be de ucted from the expenditure proper to Tast year, which reduces the
expenditure to £100,607 18s. 9d., making the difference between exgenditure and
revenue, after allowing for the service rendered fo the Government in the conveyane:
of official correspondence, &c., £28,222.

- G. W. AITCHISON,

Postmagten-Gensral.

B8

no o -As the fized allowance for the service between Bloemfontein znd Harrismith is £6 00
a year, and that for ine Donald Cuivrie Line was £12,000 the excess in the payments -
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STA’PEMENT showing the Postal Can racts for
f’orce in April, 18786.

the Conveyance of Mai

How

Carried forwerd s

Cape Town snd Hendiiks Kxael v o | Cart | 3 times  weok
?:i’,{e;adriks Kras! and Humagsdorp e o do, do-
I:i]’umsnwdnrp and Port Elizabeth - oo do. do.
Part Elizabeth and Graham’s Town we co do, do.
Graaam &. Tewn und Cmdeek cr ses do. do.
Cmr{:mk aml Mﬁ&&elburg o aen s do. Twice 3 week
Burahers&o:p an& Auwai Nortls sep e do. Once » week :
Qﬂéen 8 Towzn and Burghersdorp e d o. do. 0
Graham Town and Fort Beaufort .oa  oas do. do. 0
Do. o. (by Passenger Cart) do. do. a
Fert Beacfort and Bedford e .o do, do. 0
33%&:& sud Somerset Kast ... .. .. do. 3 times a week o
'_éqa_nerset East and Graaff-Reinet ... do. Twice a week o
”?E-‘ort Bem{brt and Queen's Town ... . de. do. 0
| éueen’s Town and Aliwsl North do. Once a week 0
‘ To King William’s
Graham s Town and Qaeen 8 Town (:m King Town daily, to
William’ Tows) . ore s do. Queen’s Town 2,150 0 0O
: twice a weck
i Ei{iﬁg Wiiliam’s Town and East London eoe do. Twice a week 122 ¢
. De. “and Iort Beaufort ... do. Once a week 180 0
Graham’s Town and Port Alfred do. Twice a weels 218 ©
Do. and Alexandria . | Horge do. _ 240 O
Port Elizabeth and Gmnﬁ‘-R'eainet oue e | Cart Cnce a week 2,120 0
Beaafort and Murray sburg aee do, Twice & week 2,165 ©
Murrayaburg and Richmond ... ., ... do. do. 697 0

( )
0 o -

£32,661 13 0
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STATEMENT showing the Postal Contracts for the Conveyance of Mails in
force in April, 1876.

£ & d} ,
Brought fo?ward o~ £32,661 19 ©
Richmond and Hope Town ... we | Cart Twice a weok 2,895 0 -0
- Middelburg and Colesberg e ses do. do. 756 0 0 :
Do.  and Graaff-Reiuet "do. | Onee a week 535 0 0}
Do.  and Richmond . e . do, Twice & week 75 9 04§
Murrayshurg and Grasf-Reinet e e do. B 900 0 0,
Tio. and Victoris West v e do. Once 2 week 360 0 0f
Beaufort sand Victoria West .. - .- do. do. 58 0 OF
Do. and Frazerburg v do. Twice s week 940 0 0O
7 ~ Blanco and Qudtshoorn ass - do. do. 330 0 0}
- Qudtehoorn and Prince Albert ons  nes do. Once a week 626 0 0
Klasratzoom and Beaufors o w0 aeo do. do. 545 0 O :
Prince Albert and Titkyk e woe do. do. 168 0 0
Cape Town and Malmeshury s - . do. 3 times a week 150 0 0 :
- Piquetberg Road and Porterville  w. . | do. Twice o week 108 0 0 :
Do. and Clanwilliam . do. do. 619 0 o}
Clanwilliam and Ebenezer .. <. o } Horse | Oncea week 330 0 o ;
Ebenezer and Lilyfontein.. ... ves do, do. | 380 0 0} 4
Lilyfontein and Springbok{ontein v do. de. 208 0 0 E
Clanwilliam and Calvinia - ase . de. Twice a week Y50 0 0 ‘ ?
Cape Towre and Hopefield (vi3 Dasling) Carr Once a week 180 0 o t
Avontunr and Knyana ... v do. Twice a week 33210 ¢
Plettenberg’s Bay and Knysna Horse do. % 0 0 ;
Flumstead and Simon’s Town.o  we  w. | Cart Twice daily 108 0 0f ;
Carried forward £45,315 9‘ 0
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2

Paarl and Pa&i‘l Rallway Station

Btellenbosch azd Stellenborch Rallway Station

Wellington and Wellington Railway Station...

Queen’s Town and Dovdrecht v
Somerset West and Herste River
Port Elizabeth and Somersct Bast
Grasf-Reinet and Aberdeen ...

Constable aud Patatas River ...

Carried forward

do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.

Hoise

3 times daily
do.
do,
Once & week
Teise deily
(Once a week
do.
do.

BTAGR. ng;ﬁ How oft<a,
Brought forward e
1 “Caledoii ind Bredasdorp v we e | Cat | Twice'd wees
Beidasdorp and DAZEHE w0 o ew | . Once 8 week
- Wellington and Worcister we e o | doo 3 tistios s week
! Woreckter and Robehfeon  we o oo do. Once n week
‘Swellendam and Robertin e one  er do. do.
_J “Mohtagt and Zfan&éﬁeﬁ wr  ese e | Horge | Twide a week
| “Harover and Colesherg o e e | doo | Once s weék
Colesbiig and PHEREWR  we e | do do.
“Riversdale andeaé!yﬁmitB e e e | o do.
‘La{ﬁysﬁ& and AmalicuBtoin we e ewe do. do.
Blonco and Feorge  we e e o do. do.
Breakfact Vel and Fort Peddio de. Twice a wesk
| Elands Post and Balfous oo neeawo do, Onee a week
; Stellenbosch and French Hoek weo e | Card Twice o week 45
‘D*Urban and D'Usban Railway Stotion e | do. | Twice daily 45

o 6 o o o o o & & o
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STATEMENT showing the Postal Contracts for the Conveyance of Mails in
foree in April, 1876. ‘

TG i | Tl | il
£ & 4
Brought forward £48,280 7 0O
- Kipg Williaw’s Town and Toleni  w. w0 | Cart Onee s week. 450 © 0
Queet’s Town and St. Marks «oe avs do. do, 96 O 0
Cradock and Tarksstade. o0 o o | do de. 295 0 0
Clarkbury and Umiat@ees  cae  ass v | Horse do. 120 ¢ 0}
rTeleni and Clarkbury we s we aee do. do. 120 0 0O
Avontuur and Willowmore . s oo do. Twice a wesk g0 0 O
Hondeklip Bay and Springbokfontein... do. Onee a week 326 0 O
Middelbarg and Steynsburg .. a0 . do. do, 325 0 0
Gra&cc.k and Burghersdorp .. ws s | Cart do. 00 ¢ 0
Camarvon and Kenhards ote e we | Horse do. 475 ¢ 0
Tulbagh and Talbagh Road Station we o | Car Twice daily 4 0 0
Ceres Road and Besufort West .o e do. do. 4,200 0 0
Ceres and Ceres Road Statione.  we oo | do. do. € 0 0
Springbokiontein and O’okiep ... we o | Horse | Oncea week 25 0 0
Victoria West and Richmond ... ¢ ... | Cart do, 400 0 0
Frazerburg and Victoria West do. do. W5 0 0
Totai v 57,204 7 0 |

i
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